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The purpose of this report is to fully 
investigate the popular conspiracy 
theory known as Pizzagate; to present 
in-depth research and analyze how the 
online conspiracy was created, 
promoted, and to ascertain whether 
the theory has any credibility or basis 
in fact.  
 
Pizzagate centers around the belief 
that a Satanic paedophile ring 
consisting of world elites – 
predominantly American Democrats - 
abuses and sacrifices children 
beneath a Pizza parlor in Washington 
D.C. 
 
To understand how the Pizzagate 
conspiracy was formulated it is 
imperative to first understand its 
historical origins. Conspiracy theories 
revolving around blood libel and 
satanic paedophilia are certainly not a 
new phenomenon, but have plagued 

society for thousands of years.  
 
Firstly, it is imperative to note that child 
trafficking is a very real threat, and is 
considered a uniquely evil crime; 
someone who sexually abuses a child 
can be seen to be capable of any 
perverse activity. But fear of 
pedophiles can be, and has been, 
weaponized to whip up impulsive 
mobs which – through paranoia and 
outrage – are unable to wait for solid 
evidence of wrongdoings to emerge, 
lest unspeakable horrors go 
unchecked. In many ways, 
accusations of organized paedophilia 
lend themselves as the ideal tool for 
mobilizing small but highly vocal 
pockets of opposition against one’s 
enemies, as it can co-opt some people 
with genuine fears about child 
trafficking into perpetuating smear and 
harassment campaigns. It also offers 
those who are already predisposed to 



 

 

believing terrible things about the 
accused more license to hate, 
particularly when devil worship is 
thrown into the mix to insinuate an 
even more sinister overall 
accusation. 
 
In the early days of Christianity, 
Christians were frequently 
demonized by conspiracy theorists 
who claimed Christian leaders 
secretly met to engage in ritualistic 
ceremonies. These ceremonies, the 
widespread conspiracies maintained, 
involved elite members of Christian 
society congregating in dark, often 
underground chambers lit only by a 

single candle. This candle was 
supposedly tied to the leg of a dog. 
Christian leaders were alleged to 
bring forth a baby wrapped in 
dough which would then be 
stabbed by the congregation, thus 
sacrificing the child before all those 
in attendance engaged in drinking 
the infant’s blood. The dough and 
child’s remains would then be 
divided and eaten, with a small 
piece dropped before the canine, 
which, in leaping forward to devour 
it, would subsequently pull the 
candle off the ceremonial table, 
plunging the chamber into 
darkness so that the congregation 



 

 

could indulge in devious group sexual 
activity.  
 
Despite of course this conspiracy theory 
being nothing more than a means to 
demonise both the Eucharist and the 
Christian faith in general, the fact that 
Christians did indeed eat bread and drink 
wine as symbols of blood and flesh was 
intentionally used as ‘proof’ that the 
conspiracy theory held weight, and over 
the centuries the conspiracy was widely 
believed by the general public, leading to 
further widespread persecution of 
Christians by their Pagan counterparts. 
 
Upon the rise of Christianity and it 
eventually becoming the mainstream 
religion of Rome, the prevalent 
conspiracy theory of blood libel and 
paedophilic satanic human sacrifice was 
quickly revived – this time to demonise 
other faith groups; mainly pagans and 
members of the Jewish community.  
 

The Byzantine encyclopedia, The Suda 
claimed: "every seven years the Jews 
captured a stranger, brought him to the 
temple in Jerusalem, and sacrificed him, 
cutting his flesh into bits." 
 
Other widely believed claims spoke of 
Jewish leaders congregating in secret 
underground tunnels and chambers 
(similar to the claims made by Pizzagate) 
to sacrifice children and drink their blood 
as offerings to a demonic god 
symbolized in statues of a “horned goat-
like beast”. 
 
The development of this common belief 



 

 

in ‘secret subterranean ritual gatherings’ 
could also be attributed to the fact that, 
during their fierce persecution at the 
hands of the Romans – many Christian 
groups did indeed meet up in secret 
underground tunnels and in caves to 
practice their faith away from their 
oppressors.  
 

Over the centuries, as this conspiracy 
story was rehashed and used by political 
opponents to Jewish leaders and to 
pagans, tens of thousands of females 
were wrongly accused of witchcraft and 
burned at the stake, and large numbers 
of Jews were rounded up, tortured, and 
executed by mobs in towns and cities 
across the western world, particularly in 
Europe. 
 
The claims made against Jews almost 
always involved accusations of 

paedophilia, devil worship, and being 
members of secret organisations the 
centered around the abuse and sacrifice 
of children.  
 
One example of many took place in the 
15th Century. On Easter Sunday, 1475, in 
Trent, Italy, a two-year-old child named 
Simonino went missing, and a 
Franciscan preacher, Bernardino da 
Feltre, gave a series of sermons claiming 
that the Jewish community had murdered 
the child, drained his blood and drunk it 
to celebrate Passover and worship the 
devil. The rumors spread like wildfire, 
engulfing the local community in outrage 
and demands for an investigation and 
retribution. Before long da Feltre claimed 
that the boy’s body had been found in 
the basement of a Jewish house. In 
response, the Prince-Bishop of Trent 
Johannes IV Hinderbach immediately 

- Ipsum 



 

 

ordered the city’s entire Jewish 
community arrested and tortured. Fifteen 
were found guilty and burned at the 
stake – despite no evidence being found 
to suggest any guilt.  
 
In the days and weeks following the 
Trent incident, citizens in other cities and 
towns were inspired to commit similar 
atrocities against the Jewish community, 
and the conspiracy theory became 
ingrained in common thought. 
 
Recognizing a false story, the papacy 
intervened and attempted to stop both 
the story and the murders. Yet 
Hinderbach – in a trait held by 
conspiracy theorists that still persists to 
this day - refused to meet the papal 
legate, and feeling threatened, simply 
spread more fake news stories about 
Jews drinking the blood of Christian 
children; allowing members of the public 
to interpret his messages and carry out 
their own investigations.  
 

In the end, the popular fervor supporting 
these anti-semitic “blood libel” stories 
made it impossible for the papacy to 
interfere with Hinderbach, who – to 
appease the bigoted mob - had 
Simonino canonized. 
 
According to Rickard Sjöberg, a 
neuropsychologist who has studied the 
long history of allegations of Satanic 
child abuse and pedophilia rings, these 
sorts of accusations may stretch back at 
least as far as the 14th century, when 
stories of ritualistic child abuse by the 

Knights Templar crusader order were in 
active circulation. But the first definite link 
in this conspiratorial chain goes back to 
1428 and the valley of Valais, in what is 
now Switzerland. Locals there started 
circulating accusations that members of 
their community had entered into a pact 
with the devil, who told them to avoid 
religious services. Rumors and coerced 
confessions spread the idea that these 
occult rings met in cellars to hear Satanic 
preachings, flew around in enchanted 
chairs, put curses on their neighbors, and 
abused, murdered, and even ate 
children. These tales had horrific 
consequences, as at least hundreds of 
accused witches were killed over the 
course of several years, while many 
more were imprisoned and tortured. 
 
During the infamous ‘witch hunts’ that 
dogged Europe, hundreds of thousands 
of innocent women were tortured and 
executed – often after being accused of 
engaging in devil worship and eating 
children.  
 
Today, historians have catalogued the 
fake stories of child-murdering, blood-
drinking Jews  as part of the foundation 
of anti-Semitism and the spread of 
paedophilia-based satanic child 
trafficking and human sacrifice 
conspiracies into modern day society; 
recently evidenced by 21st Century 
conspiracy theorists frequently linking 
Jewish elites such as George Soros and 
the Rothschilds to claims of secret 
satanic paedophilia, child sacrifice and 
human trafficking.  



 

 

So effective and enduring were these conspiracy theories at turning the public against 
political opponents and enemies, that during the 20th century, the Nazi propaganda 
machine heavily relied on the same conspiracy theories about ritual Jewish drinking 
of children’s blood. 
 
The notion of businesses being used as fronts by satanic paedophiles is a common 
theme among conspiracy theorists, used to cause outrage and opposition to political 
opponents and religious groups for hundreds of years; becoming even more 

prevalent during the 20th century 

Before the arrival of the internet, 
in the 1980s, stories very similar 
to Pizzagate spread across the 
country – and did even more 
damage. These conspiracies 
were spread by fringe groups and 
promoted by the mainstream 
media and journalists seeking to 
exploit the public’s desire for 
sensationalism and scandal.   
The age-old conspiracy was at 

the heart of the notorious McMartin Preschool case that took place during the 1980’s 
and 90’s at a time when Christian America became gripped in what was labeled by 
the press as ‘satanic panic’.  
 
In 1983, Judy Johnson, mother of one of the Manhattan Beach, California, 
preschool's young students, reported to the police that her son had 
been sodomized by her estranged husband and by McMartin teacher Ray 
Buckey. Ray Buckey was the grandson of school founder Virginia McMartin and son 
of administrator Peggy McMartin Buckey. 
 
Encouraged by sensationalist media coverage, hysteria-peddling platforms such as 
The Oprah Winfrey Show, and by the general public, Some of the abuse was then 
said to have occurred in secret tunnels beneath the school. Several excavations 
turned up evidence of old buildings on the site and other debris from before the 
school was built, but no evidence of any secret chambers or tunnels was ever found. 

Despite this, as mass outrage broke out among the general public, members of the 
McMartin family who operated the Californian preschool were charged with numerous 



 

 

acts of sexual abuse of children in their 
care. Accusations were made in 1983, 
arrests and the pretrial investigation 
took place from 1984 to 1987, and trials 
ran from 1987 to 1990. The case lasted 
seven years and led to 70 people being 
convicted.  
 
Later, however, it transpired that the 
initial claims made by the mother in 
question were made while she was 
suffering from mental illness. Serious 
instances of misconduct by the police 
force were found, all evidence was 
debunked, and all charges were 
dropped in 1990. By the case's end, it 
had become the longest and most 
expensive in American history. Yet 
despite being exposed as a dangerous 
myth, many in America still believe the 
conspiracy story to be credible.  
 
Satanic panic spread through word of 
mouth and the feeding frenzy of popular 
media, as well as through professional 
criminologists and horror films and 
literature of the time. By the end of the 
'80s, paranoia over mythical satanic 
cabals was international, spreading 
over the decades into the UK, Australia, 
Canada, the Netherlands and South 
Africa - leading to many notable 
dangerous accusations and scandals. 
 
In 1990, in Rochdale, England, twenty 
children were removed from their 
homes by social services who alleged 
they were victims of SRA (Satanic 
Ritual Abuse). Eventually the 
allegations were found to be baseless 
and the children later successfully sued  

 
 

the city council in 2006. 
 
In 1992, in Martensville, Canada, as 
a result of ‘Satanic Panic’, over a 
dozen innocent people, including five 
police officers, were wringly charged 
with participating in a complex 
satanic cult focusing on paedophilia 
and child trafficking. All would later 
be exonerated and received 
compensation. 
 
In 1992, Daniel and Frances Keller 
were falsely accused of running an 
underground paedophile network in 
Texas, and committing Satanic 
abuse against children. Both spent 

DANIEL & FRANCIS KELLER 



 

 

book continued to be used by child 
welfare agents.  

The rapid growth of Christian 
Evangalism in America heavily 
contributed to the increase of Satanic 
Panic, with Evangalism’s well-
documented significant influence on US 
politics continuing to influence false 
accusations – usually against political or 
religious opponents.  
 
In her book about the SRA 
hysteria, Satan’s Silence, journalist 
Debbie Nathan elucidates this basic 
blueprint for Satanic Panic: “To right-
wing Christian fundamentalists steeped 
in lore about devils and stewing with 
hostility toward public child care, it was 
hard not to embrace the notion of Satan 
infiltrating day-care centers” or everyday 
society. 
 
In 1980, in Bakersfield, California, social 

21 years in prison until the case was 
reopened and the accusations found to 
have been fabricated. 

John Wayne Todd caused public 
hysteria between 1968 and 1987 by 
giving public speeches claiming that a 
nationwide Satanic paedophile cult 
existed in America. Todd accused 
various elites and prominent members 
of society of being members of the 
Illuminati and the Satanic cult until 
reporters confirmed he had invented the 
claims, along with others. Todd was 
convicted of rape in 1988. In 1980, 
Psychologist Lawrence Padzer and his 
wife Michelle Smith co-authored the 
book ‘Michelle Remembers’, a memoir 
detailing Michelle’s alleged childhood 
experiences of being abused by elitist 
members of ‘The Church of Satan’. The 
Daily Mail later exposed the couple as 
frauds and the book a work of fiction. 
Yet due to public sensationalism, the 



 

 

outrage, and police malpractice, 
between 1984 and 1986, the 
investigation into claims of satanic 
ritual abuse would send at least 26 
people to jail, despite a complete 
absence of corroborative evidence.  
 
Parents Scott and Brenda Kniffen 
were each sentenced to 240 years 
after their own sons were coached, 
through coercive investigative 
techniques and overeager therapists, 
to accuse them of child molestation. 
Both children later recanted and the 
Kniffens were released after serving 
12 years in prison.  
 
As adults, several of the children 
involved in the trials professed to 
have been traumatized by their own 
earlier false testimony. 
 
In 2014 in Hampstead, UK, two 
children were forced to accuse their 
father and numerous people of 
satanic abuse and paedophilia.  
 
The children were coerced by their 
mother, Ella Draper, and her 
boyfriend, Abraham Christie, after 
suffering relentless emotional and 
psychological pressure as well as 
significant physical abuse.  
 
Draper is now on the run from police. 
Her disturbing videos have been 
viewed millions of times and continue 
to deceive many online. 
 
 

workers had been reading Michelle 
Remembers as part of their training when 
a number of children came forward to 
declare that they had been molested as 
part of a clandestine local occult sex 
ring. Two of the girls had been coached by 
a grandparent who was believed to have a 
history of mental illness. 
 
Over the coming months, accusations of 
occult sex acts would grow even more 
bizarre, as they claimed to have been hung 
from hooks in their family’s living room, 
forced to drink blood and watch ritual baby 
sacrifices. At the time, conspiracy theorists 
also began spreading false claims that the 
illuminati, world leaders, and various 
celebrities were implicated in the scandal. 
As a result of media sensationalism, public  
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being held captive.  
 
Philip Guderyon, who used to date 
Roberts and would drive her to 
Epstein's Pal Beach, Florida, 
mansion told the New York Daily 
News: 'She was like the head 
b***h. She’d have like nine or 10 girls 
she used to bring to him. 
 
'She never looked like she was being 
held captive,' he added. 'She and the 
other girls would walk out of there 
smiling, with their little bathing suits 
on, like they had just come from the 
beach. 

'She’d have like $4,000. And then I’d 
take them all to the mall and they’d 
get their nails done.' 

He also said while making thousands 
of dollars from the relationship, she 
would buy fancy clothes and drive 
around in Epstein's Mercedes. 

Crystal Figueroa, whose brother 
dated Roberts in the early 2000s, told 
the Daily News Roberts would ask if 
she knew anyone 'slutty' so they 
could be sent to Epstein. 

In 2001 she was sharing a Palm 
Beach apartment with Anthony 
Valladares.  
 
He told the Daily News that she 
bragged about going to the 
'millionaire's house' for a day or two, 
before returning with cash. 
 

adding he only knew the teen as ‘Jen’, 
never saw her again after the one night, 
and that her accusation caught him by 
surprise. 
 
"Of course I was concerned — somebody 
tried to press serious charges against me," 
he said. 
 
Following a months-long investigation, 
prosecutors declined to pursue the case 
"due to the victim's lack of credibility and 
no substantial likelihood of success at 
trial," court records state. 
 
Michael Salnick, the defense lawyer who 
represented Kevin in the rape allegations, 
says the fact that prosecutors didn't believe 
Roberts would be a believable victim could 
hamper her current lawsuit.   

'She needs to be careful the past doesn’t 
come back to haunt her,' he said. 

Yet Virginia’s past is already creeping back, 
with damaging implications.  

Despite seemingly attempting to reinvent 
herself, questions remain not only over her 
participation as a child trafficker (for Virginia 
openly admits that she actively and willingly 
procured minors for Jeffrey Epstein, even 
when she herself was over the age of 
consent), but also in regards to the 
accuracy of her summary of her time spent 
with the paedophile financier. Those who 
used to be close to Roberts have decribed 
her as a ‘money-hungry sex kitten’, and say 
she relished her role as his 'travelling 
masseuse' and never acted like she was 

 



 

 

A recent prolific case of false claims 
of a ‘Satanic paedophile ring’ 
consisting of political elites came in 
2014 when 54-year-old Carl Beech 
stated he was among many victims 
of high-profile establishment figures 
who raped and murdered children in 
the 1970s and 1980s.  
 
On July 22, a two-month trial at 
Newcastle Crown Court ended with the 
conviction of Carl Beech on 12 counts 
of perverting the course of justice, and 
one of fraud.  
 
A seemingly unremarkable NHS 
manager, Beech had spun a web of 
falsehoods naming numerous men—
alive and dead—from the world of 
politics, the army, and the security 
services, of murder and mind-bogglingly 
dreadful acts of child sexual abuse.  
 
A year after the death of paedophile 
Jimmy Saville, on October 3, 2012, ITV 
broadcast a documentary entitled The 
Other Side of Jimmy Savile, which 
accused him of serious sex crimes. 
Three weeks later, Carl Beech 
complained to Wiltshire Police that he 
and a childhood friend from Bicester 
called “Aubrey” had been abused as 
children by a number of people he 
called “The Group.” 
 
Beech began to promote himself on 
social media. He opened an account on 
Twitter with the handle @carl_survivor, 
called himself ‘Nick’, and posted regular 
Blogs about his abuse by ‘The Group’, 

which gained him mass support – 
particularly from conspiracy theorists 
who began to add claims of Satanic 
rituals into the allegations. 
 
One of Beech’s methods was to seize 
upon internet rumours and to pretend 
the same thing had happened to him. At 
other times, he appropriated the real 
suffering of others for his own ends.  
 
Andi Lavery, for example, who had 
been appallingly abused at a Catholic 
boarding school, was telephoned by 
Beech, who tried, as Lavery put it, “to 
access my memories and try to use my 
truth and the horrors of my childhood to 
further his own malodorous ends.”  
 
For his refusal to join the online cult of 
#IbelieveNick, Lavery was then 
subjected, like others who publicly 
doubted Beech, to a tsunami of abuse. 
 
Over the months that followed, Beech’s 



 

 

accusations developed into claiming that “The Group” consisted of various 
politicians, were widely believed on social media, and heavily promoted by the 
press, including by left-wing radio host James O’Brien.   
 
Beech’s targets were Tory establishment figures. Only one, former Labour MP 
Greville Janner, was from the Labour Party, and his prominent position within the 
British Jewish community and support for Israel made him, like Lord Brittan, a 
perfect target for anti-Semitic agitators. 
 
As well as lives being ruined, millions of pounds were spent investigating his claims, 
which were found to be false.  It later emerged during his trial that Beech had 
pleaded guilty to possessing indecent images of children.  
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In recent years, there has been growing 
interest in the psychological factors that 
drive the popularity of conspiracy 
theories; and to understand a 
conspiracy theory we must first 
understand not only how it spreads, but 
why, by delving into mankind’s natural 
inclination to believe the unbelievable. 
 
Jan-Willem van Prooijen an associate 
professor at the Department of 
Experimental and Applied Psychology 
of VU Amsterdam says: 
 
“It would be tempting to dismiss those 
who believe such bizarre ideas as 
mentally ill. But in reality, conspiracy 
beliefs such as Qanon are neither 
pathological nor novel. Putting aside the 
fact that some conspiracy theories turn 
out to be true (e.g., Watergate is 
arguably an example of a real 
conspiracy), even fact-free conspiracy 
theories can be followed by people who 
otherwise behave relatively normally”. 
 

Widespread support for conspiracy 
theories is also not simply a symptom of 
our modern digital society. In the dark 
ages, witch-hunts were based on the 
belief that young women gathered in the 
woods to conspire with the devil, and 
many traditional societies still accuse 
enemy tribes of sorcery to harm or 
control them. The fear that evil forces 
conspire to hurt good people is deeply 
rooted in the human psyche. 
 
There are three main reasons why 
people believe in theories like Qanon. 
First, accepting one conspiracy theory 
as true makes it much easier to believe 
in other theories. Studies from the mid-
1990s found that the single best 
predictor of conspiracy thinking is the 
belief in a different conspiracy theory. 
 
Conspiracy theories reinforce a belief 
that nothing in the world happens 
through coincidence. This refusal to 
recognize the role of chance leads 



 

 

to conspiracies: "Feelings of deprivation 
lead marginalized minority members to 
perceive the social and political system 
as rigged, stimulating belief in both 
identity‐relevant and irrelevant 
conspiracy theories." 
 
Not surprisingly, political communities 
operate in much the same way. Studies 
by a group of political scientists revealed 
that Republicans are more likely to 
believe governmental conspiracy 
theories when a Democrat is president, 
while Democrats are more likely to 
believe governmental conspiracy 
theories when a Republican is president.  
 

“There are many factors that draw 
people toward conspiracy 
theories. Some of them are related to 
aspects of a person's personality (e.g., 
narcissism, Machiavellianism, mistrust) 
and others are associated with social 
factors (e.g., powerlessness, education, 
age),” said Karen Douglas, a Professor 
of Social Psychology at the University of 
Kent, Canterbury. 
 

In 2017, a group of researchers 
including Douglas at the University of 
Kent published a paper titled “The 
Psychology of Conspiracy Theories,” in 
which they suggested conspiracy 
theories are driven by three factors: 
epistemic, existential and social. 
 

“First, conspiracy beliefs are linked to 
the way people process information. 
People have a higher tendency to 

people to develop a worldview in 
which hostile and secret conspiracies 
permeate all layers of society. 
 
Feelings of anxiety and uncertainty also 
help fuel conspiracy theories. Such 
emotions function as a psychological 
warning signal, leading people to try 
and make sense of societal events that 
frighten them. This helps to explain the 
widespread (and ongoing) speculation 
that followed impactful events such as 
9/11 or the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy.  
 
These feelings of uncertainty, coupled 
with the feeling that life is not fully in 
your control anymore, increases 
conspiracy thinking. Studies by others 
researchers confirm that emotions 
reflecting uncertainty — such as fear or 
worry — can increase conspiracy 
beliefs. Ironically, however, conspiracy 
theories do little to reduce these 
negative feelings.  
 
On the contrary, conspiracy theories 
only exacerbate feelings of anxiety, 
laying the foundations for further 
theorizing. 
 
Human brains are hard-wired to protect 
their own group against competing 
groups, and therefore more easily 
attribute the actions of competing 
groups to conspiracies. Recent studies 
found members of ethnic minority 
groups facing actual discrimination by a 
majority group are relatively susceptible  



 

 

motivated to think that someone else is 
pulling the strings” 
 
Regarding the possible third reason, 
“social,” it might have to do with a deep 
desire to belong to a group. 
 
Qanon, a growing, complex and deeply 
intertwined community perfectly fits this 
social need – particularly for those 
feeling ostracized by the wider 
community. 
 
“And third, conspiracy beliefs are linked 
to the need maintain a positive image of 
oneself and the social groups one 
belongs to,” she said. “For example, 
belief in conspiracy theories is higher 
among members of marginalised or 
disadvantaged groups. Presumably, 
believing in a conspiracy allows them to 
place blame for any negative 
experiences on others.” 
 

believe in conspiracy theories if they 
feel uncertain and are motivated to find 
meaning or patterns in their 
environment,” Aleksandra Cichocka, a 
Senior Lecturer in Political Psychology 
School of Psychology at the University 
of Kent said. Comparisons can be 
drawn in the human mind’s 
susceptibility to religion and various 
faith systems, whereby a person finds 
themselves drawn to illogical 
supernatural beliefs as a means 
to ‘answer’ questions that science has 
so far not been able to answer.  
“Conspiracy beliefs are also linked to 
lower levels of analytical thinking.” 
The second reason relates to 
existentialism. 
 
“Conspiracy beliefs increase when 
people feel anxious, powerless or that 
they lack control over their lives,” she 
said. “In these situations, they might be 



 

 

experts and authority figures tell you” 
says Professor Joshua Hart. “To a 
certain extent, the latter is probably 
healthy but at some point it becomes 
corrosive to social order. 
 
“My sense is that the large majority of 
people disregard these kinds of theories, 
or maybe entertain them casually, 
almost for fun”. 
 
Qanon has told his followers that 
'agents' are now at work to discredit him 
and to spread disinformation to discredit 
the Pizzagate conspiracy and other 
conspiracies peddled by him. What are 
your thoughts on this tactic (a tactic that 
seems to be working)? 
 
“This sounds like classic dissonance 
reduction and is a common and 
necessary way to sustain tenuous 
beliefs” says Professor Hart. “You have 
to be able to explain away the 
contradictions. It would be helpful to 
have nefarious agents actively spreading 
"disinformation" in order to discount what 
are otherwise inconvenient truths”. 
 
“An abiding sense of grievance and 
powerlessness might be part of it, along 
with partisanship and personality and 
cognitive tendencies that draw people 
toward conspiracism in general. My 
sense is that these theories do tend to 
fizzle, and Trump losing the election 
seems likely to hasten that 
process....although I'm sure the theory 
will also morph in ways that allow it to 
survive in some form”. 
 

“The easiest way to radicalize someone 
is to permanently warp their view of 
reality,” says Mike Caulfield, head of 
the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities digital 
polarization initiative. “It’s not just 
confirmation bias ... we see people 
moving step by step into alternate 
realities. They start off questioning and 
then they’re led down the path.” 
 
The path takes them into closed online 
communities, where members are 
unlikely to have real-world connections 
but are bound by shared beliefs. “What 
a movement such as QAnon has going 
for it, and why it will catch on like 
wildfire, is that it makes people feel 
connected to something important that 
other people don’t yet know about,” 
says cult expert Rachel Bernstein, who 
specializes in recovery therapy.  
 
"All cults will provide this feeling of 
being special.” Not wanting to lose face 
or accept factual information disproving 
their belief system, dissent to Qanon 
supporters or to the movement in 
general is more often than not met with 
hostility, doxxing, and harassment, with 
debate or counter-speech fiercely 
restricted. Many reporters or individuals 
who have challenged the Qanon 
conspiracy have also found themselves 
publically defamed as being either 
paedophiles, agents of the ‘deep state’, 
or both.  
 

“These theories probably contribute to a 
general sense of malaise, discontent, 
and the sense that you can’t trust what 



 

 

This aversion to accepting that ones 
belief system is flawed or even false can 
be exampled in other unfounded fringe 
beliefs.  
 
There are some common pathways 
reported by people who fall into, and 
then leave these communities. They 
usually report that their initial exposure 
started with a question born out of 
curiosity over something seen or read 
online, and that a search engine took 
them to content that they found 
compelling. They engaged with the 
content and then found more. They 
joined a few groups, and soon 
a recommendation engine sent them 
others. They alienated old friends but 
made new ones in the groups, chatted 
regularly about their research, built 
communities, and eventually recruited 
other people. 
 
“When you met an ignorant nonbeliever, 
you sent them YouTube videos of 
excessively protracted contrails and told 
them things like: 'Look at the sky! It's 
obvious!'" Stephanie Wittis, a self-
described former chemtrails and 
Illuminati conspiracy believer told Vice 
in 2019. “You don't even go into detail 
about the matter or the technical 
inconsistencies, you just give them any 
explanation that sounds reasonable, 
cohesive, and informed—in a word, 
scientific. And then you give them the 
time to think about it." 
“This behavior resembles another, older 
phenomenon: It’s strikingly similar to 

cult recruitment tactics of the pre-
internet era”. 

A 2014 study by University of Chicago 
political science professors Eric Oliver 
and Thomas Wood found that each year 
they surveyed samples of the 
population, half of Americans believed 
in a conspiracy theory. Specifically, 24 
percent of Americans (at the time of the 
study) believed former president Barack 
Obama was not born in the United 
States and 19 percent of Americans 
believed the U.S. government was 
responsible for 9/11. 
 
“It could be that extremists on both 
sides are drawn to conspiracy theories” 
Mike Caufield said, “especially if they 
feel marginalised or disadvantaged. 
Thus, if far-right conservatives felt 
marginalised in the US, this might have 
created a fertile ground for conspiracy 
theories.” 
 
“In the end, believing there is a 
conspiracy can help people explain why 
they are not getting the recognition they 
feel is due to them”. 
 
Once someone believes in a 
conspiracy, it can be hard to change 
one’s mind. 
 
“In general, once ideas become fixed, 
they are difficult to shake off, So once a 
person believes in a conspiracy theory it 
is difficult to convince them otherwise.” 
 
“Alternative explanations are often quite 
mundane too and conspiracy 
explanations tend to be more 
proportional to the events themselves, 
which makes them more interesting.”  



 

 

!!3. PARTISAN POWER: 
  HOW POLITICS INFLUENCED PIZZAGATE 



 

 

In March 2016, as the Presidential 
election debate heated up, Operation 
Midland was in the limelight after Carl 
Beech duped the Metropolitan police 
and mainstream media into believing 
there existed a large cabal of celebrities 
and political elites engaged in a 
paedophile ring. Beech was later found 
to in fact be a paedophile himself and 
was imprisoned for perverting the course 
of justice and fabricating his entire 
narrative.  
 

At the same time online, many videos – 
all later proven to have been staged – 
were widely circulated as supposed 
evidence of organized paedophilia and 
Satanic worship.   
 

Public hysteria over Operation Yew 
Tree, Operation Midlands, and genuine 
isolated cases of abuse such as the 
horrors exposed from the Jimmy Saville 
investigation, and the rise in popularity of 

There is much evidence to suggest that 
certain conspiracy theories that 
originated in 2016 before, during, and 
shortly after the Presidential campaign 
were politically-motivated to demonise 
Democrats, in particular Presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton.  
 
Exploiting the current climate and the 
social media craze, accusations of 
paedophilia are frequently used as a 
weapon against political opponents to 
defame their character and seed doubt 
and suspicion in the minds of voters.  
 
The political climate is a predominant 
contributing factor – setting the perfect 
conditions for politically-motivated 
conspiracy theories to flourish; 
Pizzagate being a perfect example – a 
conspiracy theory that is simply a 
carefully timed regurgitation and 
rehashing of prior effective smear 
campaigns based on conspiracy 



 

 

online independent and unverified news blogs, combined to form the perfect breeding 
ground for conspiracy theorists and sensationalistic political scandals. Mixed with a 
growing distrust in bias demonstrated by the mainstream media and an extreme rise in 
social media use, millions began turning to Twitter, Facebook, and other social media 
sites to obtain their daily news updates and information. 
 
Capitalising on this climate and public demand, libelous conspiracy personalities such 
as David Icke and Alex Jones began to make millions through creating ‘click-bait’ 
conspiracy articles and YouTube videos, using their audiences on social media to 
spread their false narratives and generate huge financial incomes through pay-per-click 
revenue sources such as Google Adsense. 
 
Other smaller yet no less influential individuals and amateur journalists also spotted this 
opportunity and began creating their own blogs and media sites. 
 
Despite the general public understandably rejecting the mainstream media over its 
political bias, the online sources they turned to for ‘the truth’ were even more partisan 
and biased, with the added danger that their content was, and still is, often unchecked 
and unregulated.  



 

 

Shortly before the release of the John 
Podesta emails by Wikileaks, the Trump 
campaign’s soundbite “lock her up” in 
relation to Hillary Clinton, was already 
being widely used and had long been 
trending on Twitter.  
 
In October 2015, Donald Trump’s senior 
aide and campaign strategist, Roger 
Stone, who was responsible for 
encouraging Trump to run for President 
and who has previously admitted 
intentionally spreading fake news and 
smears to discredit political opponents, 
released his bestselling book ‘The 
Clinton’s War on Women’. 
 
“Hillary Clinton is running for president 
as an “advocate of women and girls,” but 
there is another shocking side to her 
story that has been carefully covered 
up—until now” the book’s blurb claimed. 
“This stunning exposé reveals for the 
first time how Bill and Hillary Clinton 
systematically abused women and 
others—sexually, physically, and 
psychologically—in their scramble for 
power and wealth”. 
 
As a result of these books and the fact 
that conspiracy theories peddled by Alex 
Jones had become common knowledge, 
a vast array of conspiracy theories – all 
aimed at demonizing Democrats – were 
further created and widely believed.  
 
Suspiciously, On Aug 21st, 2016, 
President Trump's adviser Roger 
Stone published a cryptic tweet: "It will 
soon [be John] Podesta's time in the 

With the existence of social media, 
anyone – including millions of ordinary 
citizens – are now able to post claims or 
accusations presented as facts, have 
those claims shared and accepted by 
thousands, sometimes millions of 
people, and influence the political 
climate and perceptions held within 
society as a whole.  
 
A tense and growingly divisive political 
climate in the western world has also 
heavily contributed to the increasing 
support for conspiracy theories, 
particularly following the breakdown of 
social debate following the election of 
Donald Trump and the vote to leave the 
European Union – two democratic 
results that further pushed members of 
society onto opposing, often toxic sides 
engaged in constant verbal, sometimes 
physical conflict.  



 

 

barrel," he wrote, referring to Hillary Clinton's campaign chairman. By September, 
Stone was telling Boston Herald Radio that "Julian Assange and the WikiLeaks 
people [are ready] to drop a payload of new documents on a weekly basis fairly 
soon. And that of course will answer the question of exactly what was erased on 
[Clinton's] email server." 
 
The wheel had been set in motion, and the climate seemingly carefully cultivated in 
preparation for an even bigger smear campaign: ‘Pizzagate’.  
 
 



 

 

4. FRESH OUT THE OVEN: 
      HOW PIZZAGATE WENT VIRAL 



 

 

even wait. And when you're a star, they 
let you do it. You can do anything. ... 
Grab them by the pussy. You can do 
anything." Commentators and lawyers 
have described such an action as sexual 
assault. 
 
This was understandably seen by the 
Trump campaign as potentially seriously 
damaging to his presidential bid, and 
quickly began to gain mass media 
attention worldwide.  
 
Conveniently, just 30 minutes after the 
story broke and the tape was published, 
WikiLeaks published the stolen emails of 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign manager, 
John Podesta – an act that immediately 
drew a great deal of media and public 
attention away from the Trump tape 
scandal.  
 
The Podesta email leak was later found 

"I read on Twitter that [Assange] had 
a cache of information on Hillary and 
that he would release it, I did ask a 
source to confirm that before I put it 
in my column." Stone bragged to 
CNN that he had a "backchannel 
contact" to Assange. 
 
On 7th October, 2016, during the 2016 
United States presidential election, The 
Washington Post published a video and 
article about then-presidential 
candidate Donald Trump and television 
host Billy Bush having "an extremely 
lewd conversation about women" in 
2005. Trump and Bush were in a bus on 
their way to film an episode of Access 
Hollywood, a show owned 
by NBCUniversal. In the video, Trump 
described his attempt to seduce a 
married woman and indicated he might 
start kissing a woman that he and Bush 
were about to meet. He added, "I don't 



 

 

John Podesta and Hillary Clinton’s 
alleged connection with paedophilia. 
 
Others – predominantly Republican 
supporters - then decided to attempt to 
reinforce these claims by using the fact 
that Podesta and members of the 
Clinton campaign mentioned pizza in 
some of the emails – always in the 
context of meeting up to discuss 
campaigning over a bite to eat.  
 
As most will be aware, even political 
campaign groups in England often use 
pizza as a ‘go to’ option during busy, 
often hectic election campaigns because 
it is a quick choice and because pizza 
has broad appeal. Campaign groups for 
political parties usually always use 
‘party-friendly’ local businesses, just as 
the owner of the pizza parlor mentioned 
in the emails owner was a supporter of 
the Democrat Party and had connections 
with them.  
 

to have originated from Russian cyber 
crime group ‘Fancy Bear’ whom the FBI 
claims to consist of Russian military 
intelligence units. The CIA has since 
stated that intelligence suggests that 
the hacks were ordered by the Russian 
government, with Wikipedia being used 
as a way of giving the impression of 
legitimacy.  
 
Conspiracy theorists then sifted through 
the 50,000 emails taken from Podesta’s 
hacked email account and selected a 
small handful that mentioned children 
(in context, mentioned only with 
innocent intent). An example of this can 
be seen in one of the emails in which 
members of the Clinton campaign 
simply discuss the Clinton Foundation’s 
charity activities and an orphanage in 
Haiti whereby children were in need of 
help following the natural disasters that 
had rocked the region. Yet conspiracy 
theorists then took these emails and 
claimed that they acted as proof of 



 

 

location for any illegal activity – 
particularly not secret meetings involving 
the mass sexual trafficking of children. 
Immediately, typical conspiracy theory 
traits were woven into the story, most 
notably that Comet Ping Pong was a hub 
for secret satanic rituals and child abuse. 
 
The first ever post peddling this claim 
came via an anonymous account on the 
online site Reddit, which stated: 
 
“Comet Pizza is a pizza place owned by 
James Alefantis, who is the former gay 
boyfriend of David Brock, the CEO of 
Correct The Record. It has been the 
venue for dozens of events for the 
Hillary campaign staff. John Podesta 
has had campaign fundraisers there for 
both Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton. 
John’s brother and business partner 
Tony Podesta has his birthday party 
there every year.  
“It’s also a dive that according to reviews 
and photos has hidden bathroom doors. 

Within days of the Podesta emails being 
leaked, conspiracy theorists began 
posting wild claims based on 
imaginative interpretations of their 
content – particularly focusing on the 
pizza house most mentioned in the 
emails, Comet Ping Pong. 
 
The popular Washington-based pizza 
parlor is owned by James Alefantis. 
Alefantis is the president of the art 
gallery Transformer in Logan Circle, 
Washington, D.C. and in 
2012, GQ named him one of the 50 
most powerful people in Washington 
due to his successful fundraising for the 
Democratic Party and the influential 
friends and connections he has made 
as a result.  
Alefantis is openly gay and previously 
dated David Brock, an influential ally of 
the Democrats and friend of Hillary 
Clinton.  
 
Mr. Alefantis is also friends with James 
Podesta’s brother, Tony Podesta, 
mentioned in several of the leaked 
emails. This connection also contributed 
to internet users and amateur sleuths 
connecting his pizza parlor to their 
conspiracy.  
Comet has received critical acclaim 
from The Washington Post, The 
Washingtonian, and the New York 
magazine in which it was featured as 
one of the most popular pizza houses in 
Washington, describing the restaurant 
as a "hipster-heavy pizza parlor". With a 
significant patronage and busy 
atmosphere, it is hardly the ideal 

JAMES ALEFANTIS 



 

 

The bathrooms in particular have murals exclusively of nude women, as well as a 
great deal of graffiti relating to sex. Reviews of the restaurant are bizarrely 
polarized. Websites describing it positively note that there are regularly 
“unsupervised children running around”. Their menu include a pedophilic symbol, 
as do the signs and decorations of other neighboring businesses. 
 
“The music acts and the posters promoting same acts are bizarre in their 
presentation, content, and lyrical focus, but are still promoted as being “for all 
ages”. The overtly sexual content would suggest otherwise. 
The same has taken place in reference to videos recorded inside Comet Ping Pong 
by people that frequent their establishment as well as video referencing Comet Ping 
Pong positively from the exterior. 
 
“While initially not the central focus of the investigation at the onset, Comet Ping 
Pong is a much more overt and much more disturbing hub of coincidences. 
Everyone associated with the business is making semi-overt, semi-tongue-in-
cheek, and semi-sarcastic inferences towards sex with minors. The artists that work 
for and with the business also generate nothing but cultish imagery of 
disembodiment, blood, beheadings, sex, and of course pizza”. 
 
“much more overt and much more disturbing hub of coincidences. Everyone 
associated with the business is making semi-overt, semi-tongue-in-cheek, and 
semi-sarcastic inferences towards sex with minors. The artists that work for and 
with the business also generate nothing but cultish imagery of disembodiment, 
blood, beheadings, sex, and of course pizza”. 
 
Despite the Podesta emails essentially being nothing more than an insight into the 
dynamics of the Clinton campaign and a maelstrom of mundane casual exchanges 
between friends and colleagues, the story was later picked up by fake news 
websites, beginning with Your News Wire, which also cited a similar post on the 
site 4Chan.  
 
The YourNewsWire article was subsequently spread by pro-Trump websites, 
including SubjectPolitics.com, which added the claim that the NYPD had 
raided Hillary Clinton's property. The latter claim was then widely shared and 
believed.   
 
Subsequently the story was picked up by other conspiracy fake news websites 
such as InfoWars, Planet Free Will, and The Vigilant Citizen, and was promoted 
by alt-right activists such as Mike Cernovich. 



 

 

“Does Hillary have sex with under age 
girls?” a 4channer asked. “Yes,” 
FBIAnon answered, without providing 
any proof to support his wild claim. 
 
Until the conspiracy theory was 
promoted by Info Wars, the claims 
mainly remained isolated to Reddit and 
to 4Chan, whose founder, Fredrick 
Brennan has since abandoned the site 
and tells me that “4Chan was hijacked 
by extremists and conspiracy nuts”.  
 
Embellishing Comet Ping Pong’s 
involvement in the conspiracy theory, 
members of the public and conspiracy 
profiles began posting further ‘evidence’ 
online, elaborating on the original Reddit 
post’s claim that imagery and symbology 
relating to Satanism, child sex abuse, 
and trafficking could be found at Comet 
Ping Pong, while also using the Podesta 
emails to add meat to their posts. 
 

On a pair of anonymous message 
boards, I found several possible seeds 
of Pizzagate. On July 2nd, 2016, 
someone calling himself FBIAnon, who 
claimed to be a “high-level analyst and 
strategist” for the bureau, hosted an Ask 
Me Anything forum on 4chan. He 
claimed to be leaking government 
secrets out of a love for country, but it 
wasn’t always clear which country he 
was referring to.  
 
At various times, he wrote, “Russia is 
more a paragon of freedom and 
nationalism than any other country” and 
“We are the aggressors against 
Russia.” FBIAnon’s secrets were about 
the Department of Justice’s inquiry into 
the Clinton Foundation, which federal 
prosecutors never formalized. “Dig 
deep,” he wrote. “Bill and Hillary love 
foreign donors so much. They get paid 
in children as well as money.” 
 



 

 

account went live around the time of the 
Republican National Convention, in July 
2016, posting divisive tweets like 
“Attacking the 1 percent is attacking 43 
percent of the Jewish community.” The 
account’s profile picture – a man with a 
nose Photoshopped to look very large 
and hooked – has been used online for 
more than a decade. Based on the 
limited threads that have been archived, 
Woolley says, @DavidGoldbergNY 
appears to have been, like Eagle Wings, 
“highly automated” and part of “an 
organized effort” – possibly a bot 
network – to spread disinformation. One 
of @DavidGoldbergNY’s tweets about 
the Katz Facebook post was retweeted 
6,369 times. 
 
@DavidGoldberg was later found to 
have been an account run by the same 
person who called herself ‘Carmen 
Katz’. An excerpt from Rolling Stones 
magazine after a reporter began 
investigating the Facebook post: 
 
Katz’s Facebook profile listed her 
residence as Joplin, Missouri. With a link 
to a story headlined “Breaking: Hillary 
Clinton strategy memo leaked: ‘Steal 
yard signs,’ ” Katz posted, “You know 
how we handle yard sign theft or 
tampering in South Missouri? With a 3 
prong garden hoe buried in the middle of 
the back.” We found no record of anyone 
with the name Carmen Katz in the entire 
state. But searching through her online 
activity, we noticed another clue: Every 

Pizzagate first appeared on Facebook 
on the evening of October 29th, 2016, a 
day after then-FBI Director James 
Comey announced that the bureau 
would be reopening its investigation into 
Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server 
while secretary of state. Data from the 
server had been found on electronics 
belonging to former Rep. Anthony 
Weiner (the husband of Clinton’s close 
aide Huma Abedin), who had been 
caught texting lewd messages to a 15-
year-old.  
 
On Facebook, a user named Carmen 
Katz wrote, “My NYPD source said its 
much more vile and serious than 
classified material on Weiner’s device. 
The email DETAIL the trips made by 
Weiner, Bill and Hillary on their 
pedophile billionaire friend’s plane, the 
Lolita Express. Yup, Hillary has a well 
documented predilection for underage 
girls. We’re talking an international child 
enslavement and sex ring.” 
 

The Katz post quickly went viral on 
Facebook. But about 12 hours after 
Katz shared her story, a Twitter user 
named @DavidGoldbergNY tweeted a 
screenshot of her post, twice – adding, 
“I have been hearing the same thing 
from my NYPD buddies too. Next 
couple days will be -interesting!” 
 
On Twitter, the @DavidGoldbergNY 
account user described himself as a 
“Jew, Lawyer & New Yorker.” The 



 

 

have done nothing to you is wrong, evil 
and illegal,” she wrote.  
 
“You should be helping people get their 
lives and health back going through such 
nightmares, not piling on, harassing 
them, making them feel unsafe and 
preyed upon.” She threatened to report 
me to both the ACLU and Best Buy’s 
Geek Squad. 
 
“[P]eople like you don’t give a shit that 
you destroy innocent humans’ lives,” she 
said. “Go back to your soul-sucking 
job. . . . You are fake news!” 
 
According to a sample of tweets with 
Pizzagate or related hashtags provided 
by Filippo Menczer, a professor of 
informatics at Indiana University, 
Pizzagate was shared roughly 1.4 million 
times by more than a quarter of a million 
accounts in its first five weeks of life – 
from @DavidGoldbergNY’s tweet to the 

time she posted petitions 
on Change.org, such as “Put Donald 
Trump’s Face on Mount Rushmore,” the 
last signer was invariably Cynthia 
Campbell of Joplin. Campbell used the 
same profile picture as “Carmen Katz” 
on Facebook – that is, the same 
snapshot of the same cat. 
 

For more than 20 years, a 60-year-old 
attorney named Cynthia Campbell has 
practiced law out of her bungalow-style 
home in Joplin. In April, I began trying 
to contact her, asking if she was behind 
the initial Pizzagate post. Within days, 
the Carmen Katz Facebook account 
disappeared. I went to Campbell’s 
house to try in person. A large NRA 
sticker adorned the screen door; on the 
porch was feline statuary and gardening 
equipment, including a three-pronged 
hoe. She didn’t answer but later texted 
and called me. Campbell said yes, she 
set up the Facebook account, but it was 
hacked two or three years ago.  
 

She never explicitly denied posting the 
comment that started Pizzagate. 
Instead, she told me to disregard the 
NRA sticker – she just “supports 
hunting.” She also claimed to be a rare 
Democrat in southwest Missouri. “You 
don’t say much,” she said. “You don’t 
stick signs out.” 
 

Social-media accounts are routinely- 
hacked, but the next morning, when 
Campbell texted me 21 times, she 
sounded every bit like the user behind 

the original Carmen Katz post. “Stalking 
and harassing innocent people who 



 

 

as part of his investigation into possible 
collusion with Russian efforts to 
influence the presidential race.)  
 
“Well! Well! Well!” “Pamela Moore” 
tweeted on November 19th, 2016, above 
the fake news headline “FBI: Rumors 
About Clinton Pedophile Ring Are True.” 
The campaign’s engagement went far 
deeper. We found at least 66 Trump 
campaign figures who followed one or 
more of the most prolific Pizzagate 
tweeters. Michael Caputo, a Trump 
adviser who tweeted frequently about 
Clinton’s e-mails, followed 146 of these 
accounts; Corey Stewart, Trump’s 
campaign chair in Virginia, who lost a 
tight primary race for governor in June 
followed 115; Paula White-Cain, Trump’s 
Spiritual adviser, followed 71; Pastor 
Darrell Scott, a prominent member of 
Trump’s National Diversity Coalition, 
followed 33. Flynn’s son, Michael Flynn 
Jr., who followed 58 of these accounts, 
famously took the bait and was ousted 
from the Trump transition team in early 
December after tweeting, “Until 
#Pizzagate proven to be false, it’ll 
remain a story.” 
 
Many of the Pizzagate tweeters had the 
characteristics of political bots – Twitter 
handles made up of random or semi-
random letters and numbers and twin 
passions for conservative politics and 
pets (puppies and kitties win audience, 
Watts says). Others were all too human. 
Crystal Kemp, a 50-year-old 
grandmother who lives in Confluence, 
Pennsylvania, tweeted about the story 
more than 4,000 times in five weeks. 

day Welch showed up at Comet Ping 
Pong.  
 
The vast majority of tweeters in our 
sample, just 10 percent of all possible 
hits, posted about the story only a few 
times. But more than 3,000 accounts in 
our set tweeted about Pizzagate five 
times or more. Among these were 
dozens of users who tweet so frequently 
– up to 900 times a day – that experts 
believe they were likely highly 
automated. Even more striking: 22 
percent of the tweets in our sample 
were later deleted by the user. This 
could be a sign, Woolley says, of 
“someone sweeping away everything so 
that we can’t follow the trail.” 
 
Next, we decided to cross-reference the 
most frequent Pizzagate tweeters with a 
list of 139 handles associated with 
Trump campaign staffers, advisers and 
surrogates. We also ran our entire 
sample against the list of accounts 
linked to Russia’s Internet Research 
Agency.  
 
We found that at least 14 Russia-linked 
accounts had tweeted about Pizzagate, 
including @Pamela_Moore13, whose 
avatar is, aptly, an anonymous figure 
wrapped in an American flag; that 
account has been retweeted by such 
prominent Trump supporters as Donald 
Trump Jr., Ann Coulter and Roger 
Stone, the political operative who 
recommended Paul Manafort as 
Trump’s campaign manager. (Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller recently 
indicted Manafort for money laundering 



 

 

Douglas Hagmann is a self-employed private investigator and host 
of HagmannReport.com, a webcast that exposes the “New World Order agenda.” It 
was Hagmann who – four days after Carmen Katz first posted the story and six days 
before Election Day – brought Pizzagate from social media to fake news’ largest 
stage. On the November 2nd broadcast of InfoWars, arguably the most influential 
conspiracy-theory outlet in the country, with 7.7 million unique visitors to its website a 
month, Alex Jones asked Hagmann to tell his audience what sources had revealed 
about the e-mails recovered on Weiner’s computer. “[T]he most disgusting aspect of 
this is the sexual angle,” Hagmann said. “I don’t want to be graphic or gross 
here. . . . Based on my source, Hillary did in fact participate on some of the junkets on 
the Lolita Express.” 
 
The story took off. Google Trends measures interest in topics among the 1.17 billion 
users of its search engine on a 0-100 scale. The infoWars story scored 100. In 
October 2016, Hagmann claimed, he “communicated” with a friend who knows 
someone affiliated with the NYPD. The friend of the friend had been on the “task 
force” that secured Weiner’s computer and had copied documents onto a thumb 
drive “proving” Clinton and her associates were involved in pedophilia.  
 
“Now, I can’t get him to give me the thumb drive,” he said. “Or even admit to the fact 
that he had it.” When I asked how he knew the files existed, he said, “I trust my 
source.” 



 

 

 5. DEBUNKING PIZZAGATE:    
        FACT OVER FICTION 



 

 

YouTube more than 427,000 times. 
Prince’s interview was shared another 
81,000 times.  
 
As the conspiracy gained momentum, 
amateur sleuths, online trolls, and 
supporters of previous conspiracy 
theories began to look deeper into the 
Podesta emails and into Comet Ping 
Pong – taking mundane snippets of 
information out of context and twisting 
them into wild additions to the already 
outrageous story. 

 

CLAIM: The above image found in 
one of the Podesta emails shows 
two reports who were kidnapped 
while investigating child trafficking 
 
 
We will now begin debunking each of 
the  main claims made in the 
Pizzagate conspiracy one-by-one. In 
this instance, the claim that the two 
reporters had been kidnapped was 
widely shared along with the below 
image that allegedly acted as ‘proof’ to 
support the claim. 

Two days after Hagmann’s appearance 
on InfoWars, Erik Prince, the brother of 
Trump’s secretary of education, Betsy 
DeVos, “confirmed” that the terrible 
rumor was true in an interview on 
Breitbart.  
 
Prince is best known for donating 
$250,000 to the Trump campaign and 
becoming an informal adviser on 
intelligence and security issues, 
traveling to the Seychelles during the 
transition to meet with a Kremlin 
associate in an attempt to create back-
channel communications between 
Moscow and the president.  
 
On Breitbart radio, Prince painted a 
misleading picture to stir the far right. 
“Because of Weinergate and the sexting 
scandal, the NYPD started 
investigating,” he said. “They found a lot 
of other really damning criminal 
information, including money-
laundering, including the fact that Hillary 
went to this sex island with convicted 
pedophile Jeffrey Epstein. Bill Clinton 
went there more than 20 times. Hillary 
Clinton went there at least six times.” 
 
Prince’s story was picked up and 
embellished by other right-wing outlets 
and made its way back to InfoWars that 
afternoon. Citing Prince’s interview, 
Jones fumed, “When I think about all 
the children Hillary Clinton has 
personally murdered and chopped up 
and raped . . . yeah, you heard me right. 
Hillary Clinton has personally murdered 
children.” Jones’ video was viewed on  



 

 

In reality, the two reporters, Euna Lee and 
Laura Ling, were not ‘kidnapped while 
investigating child trafficking’, but were in 
fact both detained in North Korea after 
they crossed into the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea from the 
People's Republic of China without a 
visa to film refugees. They were found 
guilty of illegal entry and – because 
North Korea has a brutal crime and 
punishment system – were sentenced to 
twelve years' hard labor in June 2009. Of 
the trial, Ling stated, "I had tried to 
prepare myself for a lengthy sentence, 
but really nothing could prepare me for 
the verdict when I heard the words 
twelve years...he said, no forgiveness, 
no appeal...And I was wondering if those words meant that the window of opportunity 
had closed and my fate was sealed." Because they were both US citizens, in the 
efforts to negotiate Ling and Lee's release, diplomatic envoys were brought up as an 
option, and many different envoys were considered including the Governor of New 
Mexico, Bill Richardson, former President Jimmy Carter, Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. Yet all were denied entry into North Korea.  
 
As negotiation attempts fell on deaf ears, Democrat President Bill Clinton decided to 
get involved and – through pressure from him and campaign groups - was ultimately 
accepted as an envoy by the North Koreans. Ling was then eventually pardoned 
along with Lee, and they returned to the United States following an unannounced visit 
to North Korea by Bill Clinton on August 4th, 2009. Four days later, the photo was 
sent to multiple people who had an interest in the case, showing both Ling and Lee 
celebrating being back in America, eating pizza with Lee’s daughter. The photo was 
also printed in newspapers, with Today reporting: “Now that Euna Lee is home, her 
4-year-old daughter, Hana, won’t let her mother out of her sight.  Ling said that the 
two families got together Thursday night for dinner, where the women ate pizza for 
the first time since returning to America. “They really just delighted in it,” Lisa told the 
TODAY show. “And Hana, I have never seen her so happy … It was remarkable to 
see.” The leaked Podesta email innocently stated  ‘John said it doesn’t get any better 
than this’, and is simply a pleasant statement displaying that he is glad that the two 
women were both safely back in the US and appeared to be happy – after a tense 
effort to get them released from the North Korean labour camp.  
 



 

 

Within weeks, the investigation 
uncovered two pedophiles and a larger 
ring of online child pornographers. 
Within two years, it spawned a major 
national initiative that became the 
centerpiece of the FBI’s efforts to protect 
children from cyberspace predators. 
 
Investigators soon discovered that the 
men had been sexually abusing children 
for a quarter century. More recently, 
these men had moved online, setting up 
several private computer bulletin boards 
not only to “chat” with boys and set up 
meetings with them, but also to share 
images of child pornography with a 
larger ring of pedophiles. Both men were 
ultimately convicted of abusing children, 
but there was no evidence to link them 
to the boy’s disappearance. 
 
In the meantime, however, the original 
kidnapping case was expanding. Agents 
called every FBI office in the country to 
see how widespread these illicit 
computer techniques were. They learned 
that numerous complaints had been filed 
nationwide by irate parents who were 
offended by pornographic images 
and unsolicited obscene messages e-
mailed right into their homes. Experts 
were consulted who confirmed this 
alarming new trend: sexual exploitation 
of children via computers. 
 
From there, agents opened a new case 
in 1994 that came to be called 
“Operation Innocent Images.” More 
agents and support staff were called in. 
Working under strict guidelines, the 
agents posed undercover, pretending to 

CLAIM: Company logos from the 
pizza parlor and surrounding 
businesses are secret symbols 
containing references to paedophilia  
 

 
Pizzagate-related harassment of 
businesses extended beyond Comet 
Ping Pong to include other nearby D.C. 
businesses such as Besta Pizza, three 
doors down from Comet; Little Red Fox 
cafe; bookstore Politics and Prose; and 
French bistro Terasol. These 
businesses received a high volume of 
threatening and menacing telephone 
calls, including death threats, and also 
experienced online harassment. 
 
The main symbols focused on (and 
subsequently shared by millions) were 
alleged to represent sexual preferences 
towards children.  
 

From Left: Besta Pizza, Terasol, Comet Ping 
Pong, logo from Comet Ping Pong menu. 
 
 
The basis of this claim relies on a 
genuine set of symbols released by the 
FBI following an extensive investigation 
into how small groups of pedophiles 
had been communicating with each 
other.  
 
In May 1993, a 10-year-old boy 
suddenly went missing from his 
neighborhood in Brentwood, Maryland. 



 

 

Following their investigation, in 2007 
Wikileaks published what it claimed to 
be an FBI document containing symbols 
used code between paedophiles to 
communicate their sexual preferences.  
 
It must be noted that other than being 
published on Wikileaks, the symbols 
(shown on the following pages) have not 
been verified by any other source.  
 
At the time of publication, the FBI has 
not yet responded to a request to either 
confirm or deny the code’s authenticity.  
 
It is alsoworth noting here that upon the 
extensive investigation’s conclusion, no 
celebrities, politicians, nor members of 
the ‘world elite’ were ever found to have 
had any involvement in sexual offences 
relating to their investigation. 
 

be children.  
 
FBI agents extensively engaged in 
electronic conversations with suspected 
pedophiles and posed as consumers to 
peddlers of child pornography. At 
times, they were stunned by the graphic 
images and the overt nature of the 
messages that flashed across their 
computer screens. 
 
 

 
In the summer of 1995 the Bureau went 
public with the case, executing more 
than 100 search warrants 
simultaneously nationwide. Based on 
this investigation, the FBI formally 
launched the “Innocent Images National 
Initiative” to crack down on 
illicit activities conducted through 
commercial and private online services 
and the Internet. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

can be found on most stock photo 
websites used by graphics designers 
and creators of company logos. There 
are clear distinctions between the 
French bistro Terasol’s logo and the 
symbol that is supposedly code for ‘girl 
lover’. 
 
Yet it is important to note that – as with 
the other logos – these graphics are in 
common use across a plethora of 
products and companies, including Walls 
ice cream. 
 
Comet Ping Pong’s logo clearly shows 
no similarities to the spiral ‘little boy 
lover’ symbol, and is in fact nothing more 
than logo depicting a ping pong ball in 
motion. Once again, this is a commonly 

The below image is one of the most 
commonly shared by believers in 
Pizzagate – promoting the idea that the 
logos of Comet Ping Pong and its 
surrounding businesses are the same 
symbols discovered by the FBI.  
 
As one can clearly see, Besta Pizza’s 
logo is simply a slice of pizza 
incorporating a geometric spiral triangle 
– a commonly used logo available on 
most stock photo sites. It is worth noting 
that no matter how the Besta logo is 
rotated, it does not match the ‘boy lover’ 
symbol. 
 
The logo consisting of a heart within a 
heart and a hand within a hand is also a 
widely used symbol by businesses, and 
 



 

 

used symbol. Time Warner’s logo is similar to the code, yet of course, is simply an 
innocent piece of branding. 
 
The logo found on Comet Ping Pong’s menus is not a butterfly but in fact the most 
commonly used logo by table tennis clubs and businesses – two crossed paddles. 
Yet these obvious facts have not prevented the claim’s continued spread online. 
 



 

 

CLAIM: The FBI released a list of 
food-related code words  used by 
paedophiles to communicate their 
sexual preferences. These codes 
can be found in the leaked Podesta 
emails  
 
 
This claim not only helps form the 
backbone of the Pizzagate conspiracy, 
but is also categorically false.  
 
The claim first appeared on Reddit, from 
where much of the conspiracy theory 
originates.   
 
Initially, when conspiracy theorists 
bypassed 20,000 emails and focused 
on a tiny handful that innocently 
mentioned cooking or pizza, the 
unfounded claim was made on Reddit 
that ‘cheese pizza’ might be code for 
‘child pornography’ (CP).  

On the 3rd Nov, 2016, an anonymous 
user then – clearly after reading the 
Podesta emails - posted on 4Chan his 
belief that ‘hot dog’ translated as ‘boy’, 
‘pizza’ as ‘girl’, ‘cheese’ as ‘little girl’, 
‘pasta’ as ‘little boy’, ‘ice cream’ as ‘male 
prostitute’, ‘walnut’ as ‘person of colour’, 
‘map’ as semen’, and ‘sauce’ as ‘orgy’. 
 
Latching onto this code, believers in 
Pizzagate widely shared it until it went 
viral on social media. 
 
Along the way, another claim was 
attached to it – that rather than simply 
being  wild and biased guesswork from a 
random Reddit user, it was in fact a code 
officially released by the FBI.  
 
In reality, this list of code words is a 
complete work of fiction, was not 
produced by the FBI nor any other 
official body, and does not appear on 
WikiLeaks, in any official FBI 
documents, archives, or on the official 
FBI website. Yet despite this obvious 
hoax, the code continues to be shared 
and has been viewed and used millions 
of times. It also acts as the main method 
used by conspiracy theorists to allege 
bizarre interpretations of mundane 
emails. Before viewing some of the food-
related Podesta emails, it is important to 
note that there is a very valid reason for 
John Podesta to frequently mention food 
in his emails, and for him to attend the 
fundraising event at Comet Ping Pong, 
‘Cooking with Fratelli Podesta’, 
mentioned in a letter by Hillary Clinton. 
Simply put, he is well known for having a 



 

 

passion for food and for cooking. 
 
This is further evidenced in the following 
2015 Politico article: 
 
“The Podesta Brothers Are Ready To Cook 
For Hillary” – Politico, January, 2015” 
 
In addition to his political savvy and 
insider cred, John Podesta’s long been 
known for his prowess in the kitchen — 
cooking is a hobby he has said helps 
him relax. Next Tuesday, Podesta will 
be applying those culinary skills to 
raising money for his boss: 
Podesta, Hillary Clinton's campaign 
chairman, is scheduled to co-host a 
food-themed fundraiser for the 
Democratic front-runner along with his 
D.C. lobbyist brother, Tony, who has 
been known to put away a few meals. 
 
The evening event will take place at 
Tony's Kalorama home, where his 
contemporary-style kitchen will serve as 
“stage” for bold-face foodies/guest 
chefs James Alefantis (owner of Comet 
Ping Pong and Buck’s Fishing and 
Camping), Amy Brandwein (owner of 
City Center’s Italian market/restaurant 
Centrolina) and Massimo 
Fabbri (executive chef and co-owner of 
Posto), as well as John.  
 
As usual, the maximum personal 
donation of $2,700 buys the cushiest 
face time — here a Chef’s Circle spot 
that includes a pre-reception with the 
hosts and guest chefs, as well as 
admission to the party. Two lower tiers, 

Head Chef ($1000) and Sous Chef 
($500) are also available. No word 
as to what’s on the menu, but KGB 
File is guessing Italian, John's 
favorite style. 
 
Many of the Podesta emails are 
order confirmations from the 
supermarket Safeway. The few 
others that contain references to 
food – once read in their full context 
rather than the intentionally selective 
way in which they have been 
portrayed by proponents of 
Pizzagate –are clearly innocent 
casual correspondences between 
friends and family; and taking into 
account that the ‘food code’ has 
been debunked, it is impossible to 
interpret any sinister meaning. 
 
As well as being open about his in-
depth knowledge and passion of 
cooking, Podesta sometimes lent his 
skills to help raise much needed 
funds for Hillary Clinton’s election 
campaign, of which he was the 
campaign manager. Political 
fundraisers usually target members 
of the public, but mainly wealthy 
business owners and socialites who 
are known to support the political 
cause being fundraised for.  
 
At these events, guest speakers are 
used to draw media attention and to 
also make it ‘worthwhile’ for those 
paying to attend. Podesta, being 
listed as one of the most influential 



 

 

people in Washington, was one such 
speaker. This is also evidenced in 
one of the Podesta emails in which 
Aleftantis invites Podesta to speak at 
one of the fundraising events at 
Comet Ping Pong but states that ‘I 
understand you may be too busy’. 
Strangely, Pizzagate conspiracy 
theorists took this email and claimed 
that the invitation was code for 
Podesta attending the venue to 
indulge in paedophilia, despite this 
clearly not being the case.  
 
Podesta is documented in many 
articles for sharing recipes and 
giving advice on cooking Italian 
meals. In one of the emails, heavily 
focused on in Pizzagate, a friend 
thanks him for sending a box of 
various cheeses and jokingly asks if 
John thinks it will make him play 
better at dominoes than if he had 
eaten the pasta John usually sends 
him. This – out of context – was 
interpreted by conspiracy theorists 
as relating to ‘little girls’ – despite the 
code this theory is based on being 
debunked. It is further evidence in 
another email that John has cheese 
delivered as gifts to acquaintances, 
with one email from a female family 
friend stating “Cheese and meat! 
Boy do you sure know the way to my 
heart. Thank you so much!” 
 
Another email under suspicion by 
Pizzagate proponents mentions the 

word ‘walnuts’ – once again 
misinterpreted based on the fictitious 
‘FBI code’. In this email, Podesta has 
simply given advice about making a 
walnut pasta sauce, to which his friend 
seems shocked at the ‘odd 
combination’. Podesta replied to the 
‘sauce email’ with: “It's an amazing 
Ligurian dish made with crushed 
walnuts made into a paste. So stop 
being so California.” 
His reply also proves that this email 
does not contain any code words. 
Liguria is a region in northwest Italy, 
and is indeed from where walnut pasta 
sauce originates. 



 

 



 

 

When taken out of context, this has 
both intrigued and confused Pizzagate 
followers, and led to widespread 
accusations (based on the fictional FBI 
code) that a friend and colleague of 
Podesta – in saying “I’m dreaming 
about your hotdog stand in Hawaii” – is 
secretly relaying a message about ‘little 
boys’.  
 
This, of course, is also a false claim – 
as evidenced after doing a little digging 
into previous interviews published on 
John Podesta. The ‘Hawaiian hot dog 
stand’ comment is a clear reference to 
an article published by the Washington 
Post on the 3rd July, 2000.  

The article is based on an interview 
with John Podesta’s brother and 
focuses on what Podesta intended to 
do after he left office:  
 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/poli
tics/2000/07/03/for-the-presidents-4th-chief-
of-staff-a-measure-of-success/4f7a333b-0e12-
4815-a749-fa7ff35c82f1/ 

 
 
In the article, Tony Podesta is quoted 
as joking that his brother, John, had 
suggested that he would leave office 
after working for the Clintons and join 
a think tank or follow his dream to 
either ‘run a hot dog stand in Hawaii’ 
or a ‘crazy t-shirt store’.  

CLAIM: One of the Podesta emails contains a cryptic 
reference to little boys in Hawaii  



 

 

 



 

 

CLAIM: The FBI released ‘the 
handkerchief code’ – more 
secret symbolism used by 
paedophiles. John Podesta used 
this code in one of his emails 
 

 

Another code used in the Pizzagate 
conspiracy alleges that certain 
coloured handkerchiefs are secret 
references to the sexual preferences 
of paedophiles.  
 

The email was original sent by an 
associate of John Podesta, who had 
originally been told that a handkerchief 
had been left behind at a 
social/business event. Podesta was 
simply asked whether the lost property 
belonged to him, to which he replied 
that it was, but that it wasn’t ‘worth 
worrying about’.  
 
Pizzagate believers claim that by the 
handkerchief being described in 
another email as being black and 
white, that this is a secret reference – 
based on the code opposite – to ‘S&M’ 
and ‘paedophile’.  
 
Yet this is also a lie. In reality the 
‘handkerchief code’ was used by 
homosexuals at Gay Pride events, 
whereby men would display various 
handkerchiefs from the back pockets 
of their jeans or shorts to tell other 
homosexual men what ‘kinks’ or 
sexual preferences they have, to 
attract similar-minded men. The image 
of the code – widely shared online – 
was in fact stolen and photoshopped  
 

from the following Wikipedia page: 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handkerc
hief_code#Examples 
 
A screenshot of the code then had the 
colour white and ‘virginity/paedophile’ 
crudely added for use in the 
conspiracy theory to deceive believers 
into connecting it with the Podesta 
email.  
 
Not only is it clear that there is nothing 
untoward about a man owning a 
handkerchief with a pizza motif, but it 
is now proven that the code the 
sinister claims are based upon is 
nothing more than a hoax intended to 
manipulate the thoughts of those 



 

 

interpreting the Podesta emails out of 
context. It is worth reiterating here that 
the vast majority of claims contained 
within the Pizzagate theory are based 
on the ‘handkerchief code’ and the 
fake code relating to  food items such 
as cheese, walnuts, and Pizza – both 
codes which have been debunked as 
fictional creations made after the 
release of the Podesta emails.  
 

Replying to the email regarding the 
lost property, Podesta confirmed that 
the handkerchief belong to him: “It’s 
mine” he said, “but not worth worrying 
about”. Yet despite ‘pizza’, 
‘handkerchiefs’ and other common 
items now proven to hold no secret 
references, social media users 

continue to such terms to make 
accusations of paedophilia against 
every celebrity or politician they do not 
like – with Twitter users still daily 
claiming that individuals such as 
former president Obama being 
photographed eating pizza, or actor 
Tom Hanks having a handkerchief in 
his blazer pocket, proves that they are 
sexual deviants, and continuing to 
peddle the debunked handkerchief 
code. 

The original, unedited version 



 

 



 

 

CLAIM: President Obama spent 
$65,000 on hot dogs for an event at 
the White House. This is code for 
purchasing trafficked young male 
prostitutes 
 
The notion that President Obama 
purchased $65,000 worth of hot dogs 
for a private party came from a single 
email chain published by Wikileaks in 
October 2012 as part of the so-called 
“Global Intelligence Files.” This email 
was not sent by President Obama or 
any member of his administration; 
rather, the email chain, dated 14 May 
2009, involved various employees at the 
intelligence company Stratfor discussing 
a “Chicago Hot Dog Party.” 
 
Stratfor’s Fred Burton responded to an 
email by writing, “I think Obama spent 

about $65,000 of the tax-payers 
money flying in pizza/dogs from 
Chicago for a private party at the 
White House not long ago, assume 
we are using the same channels?” 
 
This single message was not proof 
that President Obama ever 
purchased $65,000 worth of hot 
dogs. It was merely speculation (or 
possibly an attempt at humor) about 
a supposed exorbitant expenditure 
by the Obama administration.  
 
The email was not accompanied by 
any evidence to support its literal 
reading and did not originate from a 
member of the Obama 
administration or from anyone in 
attendance at the alleged hot dog 
party. 



 

 

It’s possible that the original Stratfor 
email was misstating the facts about a 
Super Bowl viewing party hosted by 
President Obama at the White House in 
February 2009. The president did serve 
hot dogs at that party (as well as 
brownies, hot fudge ice cream, pizza, 
soft pretzels, and chicken sandwiches. 
 
Considering that the code connecting 
the word ‘hot dogs’ to paedophilia has 
been proven to be a hoax, this part of 
Pizzagate can also be debunked as not 
being of a sinister nature. 
 
In 2012, the email was used by Info 
Wars to imply that Obama had ‘spent 
taxpayer’s money’ on hot dogs. Alex 
Jones then doubled-down on the claim 

In 2012, the email was used by Info 
Wars to imply that Obama had 
‘spent taxpayer’s money’ on hot 
dogs.  
 
Alex Jones then doubled-down on 
the claim after it was pointed out 
that the person who wrote the email 
simply said ‘I think’ Obama spent 
$65,000.  
 
Years later, during the Pizzagate 
hysteria, Jones then used the email 
again to imply it was leaked in the 
Podesta emails and that it contained 
code words.  
 



 

 

CLAIM: Satanic child abuse is 
carried out by Democrats in the 
basement beneath Comet Ping Pong 
 

 

One of the earliest, most viral claims in 
the Pizzagate conspiracy, saw the 
fantastical accusation that the pizzeria 
owned by James Alefantis - Comet Ping 
Pong – was being used by Alefatnis, 
Podesta, and leading figures of the 
Clinton campaign (even by Hillary 
Clinton herself, as many conspiracy 
bloggers claimed) to traffic kidnapped 
children and to sacrifice them in satanic 
rituals to harvest their blood and organs 
for ‘adrenochrome’. 
 
This story is heavily influenced by much 
earlier conspiracy theories mentioned at 
the beginning of this report, but mainly 
originated from the opposite image 
posted on James Alefantis’ Instagram. 

This image, however, was taken of a 
completely different site that the owner 
was looking at leasing. Yet Qanon, 
Alex Jones, Info Wars etc used it as 
‘proof’ that there was a secret 
underground room beneath Comet 
Ping Pong, with Alex Jones even 
telling his millions of viewers that 
‘Hillary Clinton eats children’ down 
there. Following an inspection of 
Comet Ping Pong and of the building’s 
registered blueprints, it was quickly 



 

 

ascertained that the pizzeria does not 
have a basement.  
 
Alefantis himself has also gone on 
record to state that Comet Ping Pong 
does not have a basement.  
 
Yet this statement by Alefantis has 
come under scrutiny by believers in 
Pizzagate, who, in recent months, have 
quoted the following statement from a 
2015 interview with The Metro:  
 
“We make everything from 
scratch…Like our sauce — we harvest 
a whole crop of organic tomatoes — 10 
tons of tomatoes every year. Can them 
all, store them in the basement, have 
like a harvest party when it gets loaded 
in.” 
 
While this has been used by Pizzagate 
proponents as ‘proof’ that Alefantis was 
being deceptive, and that Comet Ping 
Pong does in fact have a basement, the 
reality is that the article simply doesn’t 
elaborate on which basement Alefantis 
is referring to. Yet in an earlier interview 
with The Washington Post, in 2013 the 
basement Alefantis refers to as being 
used to store Comet Ping Pong’s sauce 
is clearly recorded as being located in 
Bucks Camping and Fishing – another 
restaurant Alefantis is the co-owner of:  
 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/life
style/food/san-marzanos-the-bible-
of-tomatoes/2013/08/12/85485c1a-
fa32-11e2-9bde-
7ddaa186b751_story.html?utm_term
=.0e56d5c65eec 



 

 

Much of the sinister interpretation 
behind the myth of their being a 
basement beneath Comet Ping Pong 
originate from the above comments left 
by Instagram users on Alefantis’ post 
showing the walk-in refrigerator. Yet 
these, as can clearly be seen, are 
nothing more than harmless jokes 
inferring that the room looks ‘creepy’ 
and has the feel of being a set used in a 
horror film (e.g. The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre).  
 
It is from these comments that the term 
‘kill room’ originated – a term popularly 
now used in Pizzagate to describe the 
imaginary room where Alefantis and 
others are alleged to murder their 
victims. Yet this can further be 
explained away when realizing that the 
person who wrote “#killroom” is a local 
artist whose work is influenced by dark 
gothic, and who jokingly uses the term 
on the door of his workshop. 

As the pizzagate conspiracy 
broadened, believers then accused 
the Washington-based artist who had 
commented on Alefantis’ post as 
having produced a child-sized coffin. 
 
As the artist states in his post, 
however, and further evidences in his 
other posts, the piece is what he calls 
a ‘coffeen table’ – a play on the words 
‘coffee’ and ‘coffin’, and is intended to 
be used as an item of furniture.  
 
Selectively choosing other posts from 
the artist’s Instagram account, 
Pizzagate supporters then claimed 
that a van owned by the artist was 
used to transport dead children from 
Comet Ping Pong to an unnamed 
location for disposal.  
 
In reality, this is nothing more than a 
standard commercial van. The artist in 
question produces large, heavy pieces 
(other images from his large workshop 
evidence this fact) that would naturally 
require a van to deliver them to 
buyers, dealers, and art collectors. 
 
The van would also be used to 
transport materials used to produce 
his art. 
 
As most van owners will be able to 
attest, the majority of the backs of 
vans are reinforced with racks on 
walls to hold tools and 
ramps/reinforced floors.  
 
 



 

 

CLAIM: The above image posted 
by Alefantis shows a tunnel or 
chamber being created inside the 
“kill room” at Comet Ping Pong 
 
 
Despite the fact that it would be highly 
unlikely for a murderer to post an image 
of a location being created for use to kill 
his victims, this claim went viral on social 
media – prolifically fuelled by memes and 
YouTube videos.  
 
The location shown in the image was 
later found by comparing a section of 
brickwork with a room shown on the 
website of Joseph Margot – a talented 
Washington-based builder and designer 
who has worked on many of Alefantis’ 
building and business projects. 
 
This links the location of the image to a 
building owned by James Alefantis. 



 

 

The building in question is called 
‘Pegasus’, located in Columbia Heights, 
Washington D.C. and first drew attention 
after a Youtube video was posted by 
Pizzagate conspiracy theorist Ryan 
O’Neal, who claimed that the building 
contained ‘the kill room’ (while providing 
no evidence to support this already 
debunked claim).  
 
In reality, Pegasus is a compound 
building owned by one of James 
Alefantis’ businesses, Castellum Achilles 
LLC. Alefantis owns other properties in 
the area and rents out Pegasus to local 
artists, designers, and wielders. Among 
the small companies and individuals 
using the building as a workshop are 
Squareform, a company run by Scott 
Cummings, the father of James Alefantis’ 
goddaughter, Joe Wills (who helped 
construct the interior for Comet Ping 
Pong and now works for Cummings), and 
Joseph Margot – all whom mainly create 

popular bespoke, mainly metal-based 
furniture and other fabrications, as shown 
in the following images (taken from inside 
the building). 
 

In one of these images – a post from 
Alefantis’ Instagram account - Alefantis 
also confirms that he has an interest in 
the businesses, jokingly accompanying 
an image of artist Dan Grey seeming to 
pause from wielding, with the comment 
“We don’t pay you to think”. 



 

 



 

 

Closer analysis comparing images of 
the structural layout of the building and 
images from both Joseph Margot’s and 
Joe Wills’ business websites confirm 
that they do indeed work inside 
Pegasus house.  
 
Speaking to Joseph Margot for this 
report, Margot was understandably 
cautious after being on the receiving 
end of abuse from conspiracy theorists, 
yet stated: 
 
“I was starting to sense this resurfacing 
with the wayfair conspiracy and other 
related trafficking theories. It’s sad that 
the real issue here- child & sex 
trafficking- is very real, and needs more 
exposure, yet the motives of folks 
peddling this disinformation are 
misaligned and detract from an 
otherwise righteous cause.  
 
“I’m not sure how much information I 
want to share right now. I want to make 
sure the real victims (which is to say 
people implicated in this violent work of 
fiction) are protected”. 
 
Spreading further disinformation about 
the building, conspiracy theorist Ryan 
O’Neal claimed in an interview for the 
‘Tin Foil Hat’ podcast on YouTube that 
‘Satanic paedophiles are at work’, and 
to evidence this mentioned the 
debunked ‘handkerchief code’. “They’re 
clearly talking in code” O’Neal claimed.  
 
When asked the question “are there 
tunnels in that area [where the Pegasus 

building is located], O’Neal replied 
“100%. The playground next to 
Pegasus used to be an underground 
subway station”. This, however, was 
incorrect. The playground was once 
the site of a ‘turnaround’ (roundabout) 
for street-level trams and was not 
underground. In designing the park, 
designers incorporated certain 
features to commemorate this part of 
its history, including medallions on the 
surrounding fence influenced by 
Capitol Transit Company tokens – the 
company that ran the line. 



 

 



 

 

CLAIM: Google Earth shows a 
small girl being dropped off at 
one of James Alefantis’ homes 
 
 

Another viral claim made by Pizzagate 
supporters is that Google Earth shows 
a small girl being dropped off by a 
‘social worker’ to one of James 
Alefantis’ properties.  
 
Despite the fact that there would be 
nothing wrong with this situation if it 
were the case anyway - taking into 
account that there is absolutely no 
evidence to support the defamatory 
claim that Alefantis is in any way 
engaged in paedophilia – it is also 
easily debunked. 
 

Google Earth does indeed show a 
young girl leaving a car and heading 
towards a property owned by Alefantis 
in 2017. Yet there is no evidence to 
support the claim that the vehicle 
belongs to a social worker, and on 
closer inspection, she is accompanied 
by a female adult, perhaps her mother.  
 

Furthermore, whilst this report will not, 
for safety reasons, disclose the 
address of the property, the voting 
register for this address clearly shows 
that four women were living at the 
property at the time – including two 
women connected to a Christian 
organization – and that Alefantis, 
presumably being the landlord unless 
he has since sold the property, has 
never lived at the address.  
 
This is not the first instance that 
Pizzagate conspiracy theorists have 
intruded on the privacy of ordinary 
citizens and made wild and dangerous 
claims relating to children.  
 
As we shall now review in the next few 
pages, other unfounded, disgraceful 
accusations of paedophilia have been 
raised against Alefantis and images of 
the children of his friends and family 
have been widely shared online simply 
for Alefantis having posted them on 
Instagram. 



 

 

CLAIM: James Alefantis’ 
Instagram account shows that 
he has a ‘strange obsession’ 
with children – many of his 
posts show ‘unidentified’ 
infants 
 
Despite Comet Ping Pong owner James 
Alefantis having only posted under ten 
images of children during the many years 
he has been active on his Instagram 
account, Pizzagate conspiracy theorists 
combed through his account and 
selectively chose a few images to imply 
devious activity. Sharing these innocent-
looking images across various social 
media platforms, Pizzagate amateur 
sleuths claimed that each image depicted 
various abused children inside Comet 
Ping Pong, with particular focus on one 
child, referred to as ‘Caris’.  
 

Of particular interest to social media 
users on the first image was the 
necklace worn by the adult male, of 
which they claimed to be a ‘sex 
necklace’ or ‘anal beads’. Secondly, 
Alefantis tagging the image with the 
term ‘chicken lover’ also raised 
suspicion and further speculation.  
 
The second notable image of ‘Caris’ 
also raised concerns in that another 
questionable comment was included 
by Alefantis: ‘Why does Daddy like 
BUTT?’ 
 
Firstly, the necklace worn by the male 
shown in the first image is not in 
anyway sexual, with many similar 
necklaces available online in from 
various male fashion retailers. They 
also, of course, cannot be ‘anal beads’ 
for the fact that such beads are not 



 

 

At first glance, and taken out of context, 
the comments ‘chicken lover’ and ‘Why 
does Daddy like butt?’ do indeed seem 
suspicious. Yet that is simply because no-
one has yet bothered to make the effort to 
check the identity of the male shown in 
the image, nor of the child.   
 
The male is in fact Scott Cummings, a 
close friend of Alefantis who also works 
as the owner of Squareform, based at the 
Pegasus building.  
 
The identity of the male can be further 
confirmed in many other images, as well 
as the above instagram post by Alefantis, 
who frequently tags ‘Scott Cummings’ into 
his posts.  
 
Alefantis is the godfather of Cummings’ 
daughter, Caris, as he confirms in other 
posts and in a 2018 interview available on 
YouTube: “That image is a cute image of 

my Goddaughter… I think it’s very sick 
and strange for people to make evil 
connections to that”. As to the ‘chicken 
lover’ comment, not only is the child 
shown not a boy, but it can be 
explained through a post Alefantis had 
previously shared of his goddaughter 
holding her cuddly toy – a chicken 
(see next page). 
 
Also on the next two pages are clear 
explanations for the ‘butt comment’ – 
taken from an older image taken by 
Alefantis showing Cummings joking 
around in a t-shirt with the word ‘butt’ 
printed on the front, and holding a 
‘Butt magazine’ (Alefantis also tagged 
the post with ‘#Buttmag’. The image 
showing two girls in a hammock with 
their mother pointing at Cummings’ t-
shirt is also of the same two girls 
shown in the photos of children shared 
by Alefantis over the years.  



 

 

 



 

 

The above post by Alefantis was also 
used by Pizzagate believers to claim 
criminal activity was being carried out 
by the Comet Ping Pong owner. Yet this 
is nothing more than a humorous, 
playful image of the same girl shown in 
other photos, and the same young girl 
shown laying in the hammock with what 
is presumably her younger sister.  
 
Not only does this image clearly show 
that the girl is in no way distressed and 
that the tape is not actually restraining 
her, but it also acts as further evidence 
– taking into account that it is the same 
girl shown in other images harmlessly 
shared by Alefantis – that Alefantis has 
a personal connection with the children 
he has proudly yet infrequently shared 
images of on his Instagram account. 
Analysing the dates on each of the 
images posted by Alefantis, one can 
see that the same two children are 
shown developing over the course of 

three years – starting with Alefantis 
confirming that he was present either 
at the birth of his goddaughter Caris, 
or shortly after. 
 



 

 

CLAIM: The profile picture for James 
Alefantis’ Instagram account is of a 
famous Greek paedophile 
 
Whilst it would be extremely hard to find 
a statue of a famous Greek who did not 
engage in paedophilia (for, sadly, 
paedophilia was not only legal in 
Ancient Greece, but often openly 
encouraged), but Alefantis’ original 
choice of profile image has not been 
verified as being the popular historical 
character Antinous.  
 
The statue originally used is more likely 
to be that of the Greek warrior Achilles 
(Achilles is Alefantis’ middle name). 
 
 
CLAIM: In French, James Alefantis’ 
name translates as ‘I love infants’ 
 
This is categorically false. The French 
word for the name ‘James’ is ‘Jacques’, 
not ‘J’aime’ as the narrator claims. The 
surname Alefantis is also Greek, not 
French. Ancestry records show that the 
Alefantis surname first appeared in 
America in 1920.  
 
 
CLAIM: Alefantis wore a t-shirt with 
the slogan ‘I love infants’ 
 
This image went viral and was heavily 
used by Pizzagate supporters, by 
YouTubers, blue tick account-holders 
on Twitter, and by Alex Jones and 
InfoWars, to suggest that Alefantis was 
involved in paedophilia.  
 

The viral claim was that it depicted 
Alefantis wearing a t-shirt that 
translated to ‘I love infants’.  
 
In fact, this image was not of Alefantis 
himself, but of the co-owner of another 
restaurant in Washington, 
named L’Enfant Cafe-Bar. 
 
The t-shirt is a reference to that café, 
and is still on sale to members of the 
public visiting the establishment. Like 
many local businesses in Washington, 
the café is named after Pierre Charles 
L’Enfant, an American colonist from 
France who served under George 
Washington during the Revolutionary 
War and who later designed most of 
the urban landscape of Washington 
D.C. when it was first built. 



 

 

CLAIM: Alefantis has an ‘obsessive 
interest’ in art depicting child abuse 
 
This claim originated from the belief that 
Alefantis had paintings by Kim Noble 
(above) at Comet Ping Pong – an artist 
whose work often depicts disturbing 
scenes of torture and ritualistic child 
abuse. This claim first came to light at 
the beginning of the Pizzagate 
conspiracy, with online sleuths 
mistakingly believing that the below 
artwork from Comet Ping Pong was 
painted by Noble.  

The artwork on the wall of Comet Ping 
Pong is in fact by artist Arrington de 
Dionyso, who wrote on his blog:  
 
“In 2010, I painted a mural on the walls 
of Comet Ping Pong, in Washington, 
DC. The mural was only up for a year 
before it was painted over in 2011, but 
in late October of this year, my artwork 
became one of the “clues” that online 
conspiracy theorists cited on Twitter, 
4Chan, Reddit, and across the web as 
“proof” that Hillary Clinton and high 
ranking members of her campaign 
were running a sex trafficking ring from 
the (non-existent) basement of the 
pizza and game shop.  
 
“These faceless internet trolls have 
tracked down information about my 
family, including the livelihood of both 
of my parents, and have dug up old 
photos of my friends from nearly a 
decade ago, using them to back up 
their “theories.”  
 
“Everyone in my life has become a 
target of their blind hatred. My work 
celebrates the joy of being human, the 
incredibly magical gift of being alive.  
 
“I draw upon dreams and mythology to 
depict imaginary worlds populated by 
tigers, serpents, birds and other 
animals.” 
 
Based on the incorrect correlation 
between Dionyso’s art and art by Kim 
Noble, viral claims that James 
Alefantis was engaged in child abuse 



 

 

based upon his alleged support for 
Noble spread like wildfire on 4Chan, 
and later on social media platforms 
such as Twitter and Facebook. No-one 
mentioned the fact that Alefantis didn’t 
own nor showcase any of these pieces. 
 
Yet not to mention the fact that the 
collecting of controversial art is not a 
reflection of the collector’s intentions or 
psychology, but of the artists, even if 
James Alefantis does indeed like the 
artist Kim Noble, this also is no 
reflection of James Alefantis’ 
psychology, and certainly does not 
implicate him in child abuse – 
particularly when, once again we ignore 
the online claims that have been 
intentionally taken out of context, and 
educate ourselves on the artist’s 
background and influences.  
 
Kim Noble is a mother, artist and author 
who has Dissociative Identity Disorder 
(DID) following what Psychologists 
have claimed results from her suffering 
“severe trauma from sexual abuse as a 
young child”. 
 
As Noble’s website states: “DID is a 
creative way to cope with unbearable 
pain. The main personality splits into 
several parts each having an amnesic 
barrier between them. In and out of 
hospital from the age of 14, with no 
formal art training, Kim and her alters 
became interested in painting in 2004 
after spending a short time with an art 
therapist. The resulting 13 artists each 
have their own distinctive style, colour 

and themes that they work with. Many 
are unaware they share a body with 
other artists. Combined, they have 
had over 60 exhibitions, nationally and 
internationally. 
 
Noble was the first Artist in Residence 
at Springfield University Hospital in 
Tooting, South West London. Her 
book 'All of me' was published by 
Piatkus in 2011. Noble has had many 
TV and radio appearances, including 
the Oprah Winfrey Show, This 
Morning Show, Anderson Cooper 
Show and BBC Radio1 with Victoria 
Derbyshire.” 



 

 

One of the very first references to Kim Noble’s artwork in relation to Pizzagate 
came in 2016 from a conspiracy theorist’s post on 4Chan.  
 
In this, the poster bizarrely attempted to make a connection between Kim Noble’s 
artwork and the email sent to John Podesta about the handkerchief he left behind 
at a dinner function. “Handkerchief is momento [sic] from the atrocities performed 
by those people. Mixed with blood and sperm of children” the poster wrote. This 
claim went viral and heavily influenced the false claims relating to Alefantis, Comet 
Ping Pong, and Kim Noble.  



 

 

6. THE HYSTERIA HEIGHTENS 



 

 

During late October 2016, #PizzaGate 
was often seen on Twitter, yet hadn’t 
yet started trending.  
 
Already the owner was receiving death 
threats, but relatively the focus was 
away from Comet Ping Pong and 
focused more on conspiracy theorists 
trying to use the Podesta emails to 
smear Podesta and Clinton.  
 
At least one single-minded account, 
@Pizza_Gate, likely caught the 
attention of Mehmet Ali Önel, a Turkish 
TV anchor. The network Önel works for 
is linked to the government of President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoan, which was facing 
international condemnation (including 
from the Obama State Department) for 
proposing a law that would risk 
decriminalizing pedophilia for offenders 
who married their victims. Önel, who 
has 196,000 Twitter followers, was one 
of dozens of Turkish commentators who 
claimed Americans had no right calling 
out Turkey for sex crimes with 
Pizzagate erupting in their own capital.  
 
The Twittersphere went wild. The 
previous day there were roughly 6,000 
tweets about Pizzagate. Now, it was 
closer to 55,000, and the hashtag 
#Pizzagate began trending on a daily 
basis.  
 
As Harvard’s Benkler puts it, “The right-
wing-media ecosystem had become so 
hyperpartisan, so self-referential and so 
superinsular it often simply ignored 

information that’s disconfirming.” 
Instead, right-wing social media 
referenced mainstream coverage as a 
way to “legitimate” their claims. On 
November 21st, the day 
the Times published a short article 
debunking the story, our sample 
shows Twitter traffic about Pizzagate 
hit unprecedented levels: some 
120,000 tweets. Trolls on message 
boards began posting whole 
“dossiers” of private information about 
Comet Ping Pong employees and top 
Democrats, down to the movies that 
Podesta ordered on Netflix. On 
November 22nd, when Reddit banned 
a Pizzagate subreddit for posting 
obviously stolen private information, a 
moderator responded, “We have all 
made life insurance videos. We have 
all vowed to continue this fight. You 
have only increased our number. This 
morning we were numerous, tonight 
we are legion.” About 145,000 tweets 
flew that day. The next day, InfoWars 
posted a video called “Pizzagate Is 
Real.” On November 27th, Jones 
spent a half-hour explaining the story. 
“Something’s being covered up,” he 
told his audience. “All I know is, God 
help us, we’re in the hands of pure 
evil.” Hours later, he released another 
video, “Down the #Pizzagate Rabbit 
Hole.”  
 
On December 1st, the show posted 
“Pizzagate: The Bigger Picture”, which 
helped the conspiracy theory achieve 
phenomenal traction. 
 
 



 

 

Around this time, conspiracy theorists 
then widely shared the claim that the 
Podesta brothers were the culprits who 
kidnapped Madelaine Mccann, based 
on the below e-fit which had been 
turned into a viral meme.  
 
This part of Pizzagate began in a 
Facebook post that soon went viral after 
being picked-up and promoted by 
online conspiracy blogs.  
 
In September 2016, Facebook page 
#$%&'(% (Azimuth) claimed to 
hold information about an alleged 
connection of the Western elite with 
pedophilia and brought “senator” 
brothers from the White House who, 
according to Azimuth, were accused of 
kidnapping of a child.  
 
The Facebook post mentioned the 
Podesta brothers were involved in 
various scandals and wrongly asserted 
that they appear in the case of 
Madeleine McCann, in 2007.  
 
A further false claim online stated that 
the leaked Podesta emails had shown 
that he was in Portugal during the time 
of McCann’s disappearance. 
 
In reality, the e-fit sketches come from 
the accounts of separate eye witnesses 
in the abduction of Madeleine McCann 
and depict variations of only one man, 
who was sought as a witness to the 
kidnapping (not necessarily as a 
perpetrator of, or an accessory to, the 

crime). The digitally generated images 
were released in October 2013 
alongside renewed pleas from police 
to the public for any information in the 
McCann cold case. 
 
Also worth noting is the fact that John 
Podesta was 67 in December 2016, 
meaning he was between 58 and 59 
at the time of McCann’s 
disappearance, while the man 
depicted in the efits was described as 
being between the ages of 20 and 40. 
 
Within days of the Facebook post 
going viral, Pizzagate believers began 
claiming that Madeleine McCann 
could be seen in photos taken during 
a Democrat campaign with John 
Podesta. Yet this was further 
debunked after it being discovered 
that the girl shown in the photographs 
was in fact an American volunteer for 
the campaign.  



 

 

Shortly after this, despite the claim 
already being debunked, discredited 
conspiracy site YourNewsWire 
published an article falsely claiming that 
‘multiple reports’ tied the Podesta 
brothers to having been in Portugal at 
the time of Madeleine McCann’s 
abduction.  
 
The only other source that is used as 
supposed proof that the Podesta 
brothers were in Portugal at the time of 
McCann’s disappearance comes from 
the already discredited account FBI 
anon – an account that actively spread 
disinformation and falsehoods that 
helped spawn Pizzagate: 
 
“One of our FBI insiders can confirmed 
the Intelligence community indicates 
John and Tony Podesta were in Praia 
da Luz,  Portugal on May 3rd 2007– the 
day Madeleine McCann vanished.” 
 
“The Podesta brothers were staying 
with a friend named “Clem.” Clement 
Freud, the grandson of 
psychopathology sex expert Dr. 
Sigmund Freud, who was known to be a 
pedophile. This is a quote from our 
insider:  “Of greater interest is that fact 
that Freud owned a villa in Praia da 
Luz.”  
 
As a result of this bizarre claim going 
viral, conspiracy theorists began further 
scrutinizing the personal lives of the 
Podesta brothers in an effort to further 
smear the duo and add fuel to the fire.  

CLAIM: The Podesta brothers 
have an ‘obsession’ with 
paintings depicting scenes of 
child abuse’ 
 
Playing on the popularity of the 
debunked claim of James Alefantis 
having a predilection for child abuse-
related artwork, click-bait merchants, 
fake news sites, amateur sleuths and 
social media influencers who make a 
living through drawing traffic to their 
platforms, this claim was then 
rehashed and leveled against the 
Podesta brothers, with many still 
believing that ‘John Podesta owns 
paintings of child abuse’.  
 
In reality, the only ‘sinister’ painting 
owned by John Podesta is a fine art 
piece depicting a man being 
cannibalized with a knife and fork. Yet 
this is just one piece out of many 
perfectly normal paintings owned by 
John Podesta, and as he quipped in 
an interview with Time magazine: “It’s 
better to be the guy with the fork than 
the guy on the table”.  



 

 

As Pizzagate developed amid a 
maelstrom of confusing claims, memes 
and various fake news sources, the 
artwork that initially came under 
questions was mistakenly attributed to 
being in the ownership of John 
Podesta.  
 
In reality it is owned by his brother, 
Tony; and the pieces of art drawn into 
the Pizzagate were intentionally 
selectively chosen from a wide range of 
art shown in Tony’s below interview for 
the magazine ‘Home Life’. 
 

"Those of us who remained were paid 
in donated art. Robert Rauschenberg, 
Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein 
were all supporters," Tony told The 
Guardian in 2004. "I ended up leaving 
the campaign with a treasure trove."  

Today he and his wife have the 
world's biggest collection of Anna 
Gaskell pieces. Other contemporary 
favourites include Gillian Wearing, 
Marina Abramovic, Sam Taylor-Wood 
and Olafur Eliasson, whose work 
Podesta discovered 10 years ago, 
when the artist was still at the Royal 
Academy of Arts in Copenhagen. 

As investors in art, Tony Podesta and 
his wife, as the guardian interview put 
it after their interview, “are always 
looking out for little-known artists. 
Asked to come up with a handful of 
names that are in the second rank 
now, but that will one day be in the 
first, they offer a list that ranges 
across the world: Britain's Darren 
Almond, Janaina Tschape from Brazil, 
Mads Gamdrup from Denmark, the 
Italian artist Loris Cecchini and 
Patricia Piccinini.” 

Of these many artists, conspiracy 
theorists looking into Tony Podesta 
ignored the collection’s 1,200 pieces 
that aren’t controversial, and focused 
on a handful of pieces that – out of 
context – appear dark and sinister.  
 
The main focus was on the sculpture 
shown on the front page of Home Life, 

Tony Podesta began collecting art by 
accident after helping Ted Kennedy in 
his failed bid to challenge Jimmy Carter 
for the 1980 Democratic nomination. 
When he ran short of cash, Kennedy 
laid off three-quarters of his staff. 



 

 

whereby Tony stands beside it as it 
hangs above his staircase.  
 
A viral claim was that the sculpture is 
an imitation of the remains of notorious 
serial killer and cannibal, Jeffrey 
Dahmer: 

who would have these contortions 
where the body would arch up in the 
air. Men did it too. But Louise always 
thought the psychoanalysts liked to 
see the women.  
 
“I mean they couldn’t figure it out 
because there was no physical reason 
for this kind of bodily reaction. They 
thought it had to be some sort of 
mental trauma, whether it was 
repressed memories or connected to 
psychosexual repression.  
 
“Louise’s work is to a certain degree 
the same thing. It’s psychological and 
emotional things manifesting in the 
body that she then transforms into 
sculpture.  
 
“The hanging arch figure is actually a 
cast of my body. Louise had me lie 
down on a curved mound to get this 
shape, and then the body was in a 
plaster mold, which she then cut up to 
make this curve.  
 
“To Louise, the state of hanging was 
this idea of fragility, because it meant 
that the body could turn, it could pivot, 
it could spin.  
 
“So it wasn’t a stable kind of thing. 
Louise wanted the figure to have a 
high polish so that the viewer’s face is 
caught inside the body of this 
contorted figure. So it brings the 
viewer into the picture”.  
Another of Bourgeois’ sculptures was 
also used by Pizzagate believers to 

In reality, not only is the sculpture 
clearly in a different posture to the 
image of Dahmer’s victim – particularly 
in the positioning of the legs – but is in 
fact a sculpture called ‘The Arch of 
Hysteria’ made by artist Louise 
Bourgeois in 1993.  
 
The human subject for the piece is 
Jerry Gorovoy, who, in an interview for 
Moma.org, said:  
 
“Louise has actually been in 
psychoanalysis from 1951 all the way 
up until the 1980s. At the beginning of 
psychoanalysis with Freud there was a 
lot of interest in the hysterical woman 



 

 

imply a sinister event after it featured in 
a photograph of James Alefantis 
celebrating a birthday with Tony 
Podesta. 
 
As a result of this bizarre claim going 
viral, conspiracy theorists began further 
scrutinizing the personal lives of the 
Podesta brothers in an effort to further 
smear the duo and add fuel to the fire. 
 
Despite believers seeming to want the 
above image to convey a demonic act, 
it in fact is a photograph showing the 
subjects looking at a sculpture by 
Bourgeois - part of a series produced 
by the artist titled ‘Cumul I’, owned by 
Tony Podesta.  
 
Further reading on this series of 
sculptures can be found via the below 
link:  
 
https://www.khanacademy.org/huma
nities/art-1010/post-minimalism/post-
minimalism-sculpture/a/louise-
bourgeois-cumul-

The second artist that conspiracy 
theorists latched onto, and perhaps 
the main one whose art is used in the 
Pizzagate conspiracy theory, is that of 
Biljana Djurdjevic, who saw the above 
paintings shown in Podesta’s home 
and began to research other pieces by 
the artist, including the two below, of 
which they claimed were ‘owned by 
Podesta’.  
 
Not only are these pieces not actually 
owned by Podesta, but there is a very 
good reason why the artist’s work is of 
a disturbing nature. Biljana’s paintings 
in fact are based on the horrors she 
witnessed while growing up in Serbia 
during the 1990s, when violence and 
brutality peaked in her country upon 
the collapse of the communist regime 
in Eastern Europe. 
 
Her paintings are characterized by a 
cruel and dramatic narrative realism, 
which has been termed “necrophilic 
realism” due to the multiplication of 
dead bodies and the sterile 
atmosphere of the public showers, 



 

 

operating rooms or morgues they depict. Despite this, and despite the fact that 
Podesta doesn’t own many of the art pieces, conspiracy theorists – in particular 
social media influencers – misled their audiences by spreading false information 
online, claiming that Podesta owned the artwork and that it had evil 
connotations, rather than being simply a small number of pieces within the 
collection that are typical examples of controversial modern art.  



 

 

CLAIM: James Alefantis was secretly 
sent large sums of money by Hillary 
Clinton and George Soros 
 
Being a billionaire Democrat-supporting 
donor has led to George Soros 
becoming the focus of much hate 
among Republicans, and the 
boogeyman of the majority of 
predominantly right-wing conspiracy 
theories.  
 
A widely-believed claim in Pizzagate 
that supporters suggested proved 
Alefantis was involved with a plethora of 
powerful democrats who all met to 
engage in secret group satanic rituals, 
was that Soros and Hillary had directly 
sent him large sums of cash, without 
reason.  
 
The original source for the claim that 
Soros had directly donated to 
Alefantis/his business, originates from a 
conspiracy account on Steemit. In the 

post, the following is stated: 
 
“George Soros linked to Comet Ping 
Pong. $21864.25 sent to Comet Ping 
Pong from American Bridge PAC.” 
 
The truth is that American Bridge did 
indeed make reimbursements (not 
‘donations’), but that George Soros is 
not in any way in control of American 
Bridge, does not own American Bridge 
(i.e. it is not ‘his), nor has any control 
over how they spend their money. His 
only connection is that he has donated 
to them in the past (as have many 
other Democrat-supporting individuals 
of wealth).  
 
American Bridge 21st Century or AB 
PAC is a liberal American Super PAC 
that supports Democratic candidates 
and opposes Republican candidates. 
It was founded by David Brock in 2010 
and is associated with Media Matters 
for America. It is an opposition 



 

 

research hub for the Democratic Party. 
 
David Brock was in a longterm 
relationship with James Alefantis, which 
further confused the matter and fuelled 
the conspiracy. In fact, these were 
simply business transactions that were 
made fully transparent in election 
campaign expenditure returns.  
 
All reimbursements were made to cover 
expenses, food, and venue hire during 
Alefantis’ popular fundraising events, 
and were paid to Comet Ping Pong and 
not directly to Alefantis.  
 
Latching onto the misleading claims 
made in the article, conspiracy theorists 
then falsely claimed that the 
reimbursements to Comet Pizza Pong 
came directly from George Soros and 
not simply from American Bridge 21st 
Century.  
 
A quick look at the declarations on the 
Federal Electoral Commission also 
clearly prove that all of the donations 
made to Comet Ping Pong don’t in fact 
come from George Soros, and are 
simply a campaign disbursement for 
catering and facility expenses incurred 
by Alefantis over the course of various 
elections in which he allowed his venue 
to be used to fundraise and as a 
campaign HQ.  
 
Here are the sources the article lists as 
having based its claims on. Each simply 
show the same – that donations were 
made to Comet Ping Pong to reimburse 

costs incurred for food and venue 
rental. The donations also aren’t made 
by George Soros, but by American 
Bridge 21st Century.  
 
George Soros has indeed donated to 
the American Bridge 21st Century 
organization in the past – but only 
because he is a big Democrat donor. 
He has also donated to endless other 
liberal political campaign groups, 
including various anti-Brexit 
organisations.  
 
In relation to his donations to 
American Bridge 21st Century, Soros 
only made donations in the years 
2012 and 2014 – 2012 being the year 
a presidential election was held and 
Soros openly announced his support 
for the Democrats, and 2014 being 
when the US States Elections (similar 
to our General elections) were held, 
and Democrats were desperate to win 
more senate seats to try to end the 
Republican control of the Senate – a 
control which had led to Democrat 
president Obama being unable to 
pass many of his policies through the 
Senate (the main being gun control, 
as republicans in the Senate are 
heavily pro-gun and are often funded 
by the NRA).  
 
In the end, despite a huge campaign 
from the Democrats that relied on 
millions of dollars in donations from 
donors such as Soros, Republicans 
won more seats and retained control 
of the Senate house.  



 

 

During this time, Comet Pizza was used by The Clinton Campaign on the 
recommendation of American Bridge’s founder, David Brock, who was in a 
relationship with Alefantis at the time and who knew that the pizza house owner 
had already raised cash for Democrats at the venue in the past, to raise money 
for the Clinton Campaign, as many businesses in Washington and across the 
United States did during the time. Hillary Clinton even thanked Alefantis for his 
fundraising efforts in the below letter. The very nature of this letter also confirms 
that James Alefantis and Hillary Clinton had no close friendship or personal 
connection. Such a formal letter would not be sent to someone of whom Clinton 
was well associated with – let alone regularly met with in a Pizza Parlor to engage 
in systematic ‘Satanic paeophilia and child sacrifice’.  



 

 

Pizzagate supporters also use the 
debunked claim that Soros donated to 
Comet Ping Pong to include the claim 
that “Obama had phone banks at 
Comet Ping Pong during his 
presidential campaign.” 
 
If this claim were true, it would lend 
even more weight to the fact that Comet 
Ping Pong was simply used by 
Democrats to campaign and fundraise. 
But in fact, this is also a false claim as 
President Obama did not use Comet 
Ping Pong as a campaign base 
because his rival, Hillary Clinton used it.  
 
Yet in reality, the claim that Obama 
used Comet Ping Pong originates from 
an already debunked source – a source 
that went viral on Reddit during the 
height of the Pizzagate hysteria, by 
posting the following image as ‘proof’ 
that Obama attended the venue: 
 
This image and the claim itself was 
promoted by Alex Jones to his millions 
of viewers, as well as by thousands of 
profiles on Twitter and other social 
media sites, as ‘proof’ to support 
Obama’s involvement.  
 
Yet, rather than the image showing 
Obama inside Comet Ping Pong, the 
image was actually taken inside the 
White House.  
 
The claim, as with many others made in 
the Pizzagate conspiracy, was intended 
to implicate other powerful Democrats. 
 

Below is the image used in the 
Pizzagate conspiracy. Below that is 
the same corridor inside the White 
House where the image was actually 
taken. 



 

 

CLAIM: In 2007 a Commissioner tried 
to warn the neighborhood about 
‘rapes and murders’ at Comet Pizza 
 

 
This claim is also untrue. In 2007, 
Commissioner Frank Winstead 
criticized Alefantis for having placed a 
ping-pong table on the sidewalk in front 
of the restaurant to attract and entertain 
customers.  
 
Winstead published a video 
on YouTube, "Ping Pong in Public 
Space", which showed people playing 
ping pong outside the restaurant and 
implied that the situation was a traffic 
hazard.  
 
Anticipating that he was going to 
request outside seating, Alefantis 
brought the table indoors. Alefantis held 
a meeting with the local ANC board to 
formally request that it allow Comet to 
place outside seating, have live 
entertainment in the restaurant, and 
remain open after midnight.  
 
The meeting was acrimonious, with 
some ANC members accusing Alefantis 
of violating the agreement and holding 
live entertainment in the venue. 
Winstead stated that Alefantis was 
"trying to turn this area into Adams 
Morgan with the murders and rapes." 
Winstead’s statement smearing Adams 
Morgan, a nearby neighborhood in 
Washington with a high crime rate, was 
read by members of the public and 
contributed to his failed election bid that 
year.  

CLAIM: Frank Winstead stated that 
screams from within Comet Ping 
Pong came from children being 
beaten and raped. 
 
 
A video (a still of which can be seen 
below) continues to be widely shared 
with the claim that it demonstrates 
screams coming from inside Comet 
Ping Pong – screams emanating from 
abused children.  
 

 
 
In reality the video is the video clip 
that Winstead took to show that the 
ping pong table Alefantis had placed 
on the sidewalk outside his restaurant 
was a ‘danger hazard’, being close to 
the road, and to demonstrate that 
Comet Ping Pong was open late.  
 
The edited video clip shows two men 
playing Ping Pong outside the venue 
as traffic passes by and screams from 
playing children have intentionally 
been amplified. 
 
Winstead never once stated that he 
believed the noises coming from 
inside the busy restaurant were the 
‘cries of children being beaten and 
raped’.  



 

 

CLAIM: John Podesta is shown in a ‘disturbing mock music video 
scaring a young boy 
 
 
Despite this video continuing to go viral, it was in fact taken from a video made in 
March 2012 showing a child and, potentially, his father, in a (admittedly creepy) 
spoof of the music video for Gotye’s “Somebody I used to know”. Around this time, 
many children and adults created similar spoofs of Gotye’, mostly in fancy dress.  



 

 

CLAIM: A viral video clip shows 
John Podesta torturing a young boy 
 
Another clip that went viral was one 
alleging to show John Podesta torturing 
a child in a boiling hot shower while 
screaming at him before eerily singing 
‘I’m just a kid who’s four, each day I 
grow some more’.  

This clip was in fact stolen from a video 
by edgy music organization, 
SilvaGunner, which was eventually 
removed by YouTube yet later uploaded 
again by Pizzagate conspiracy 
theorists. The video can be watched in 
its entirety here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uq_
76D3dbG4  

The clip currently being shared on 
social media has had both its audio and 
lighting altered to confuse the audience 
and try to hide its original source – 
using a short blurred scene shrouded in 
a bright purple haze.  

The original video by SilvaGunner is a 
dark adaptation using its typical shock-
tactic style to poke fun at the American 
cartoon ‘Calliou’.  

Caillou was also heavily slammed by 
critics for its apparent ‘bad parenting’ 
and for the main character being an 
‘angry spoilt brat’.  

Journalist Tristin Hopper explained, 
"This has understandably led to 
theories that this is an accurate 
portrayal of Canadian parenting and 
that Canada is raising a generation of 

psychopaths, or that Caillou's parents 
are so blasted on Canadian weed that 
they are unable to summon the 
presence of mind necessary to 
properly discipline their child." He 
called the series "a toddler version of 
Sex and the City or Mad Men."  

Watching the original video from 
where the clip was stolen, it becomes 
clear that the male voice singing the 
above lyrics is in fact simply the voice 
of the muppet character Herry 
Monster or at least someone 
pretending to be Herry Monster.  

The original video from where the 
scene was stolen and later used by 
Pizzagate conspiracists wrongly 
attributing the voice to Podesta in fact 
even opens with a scene of Herry 
Monster.  

Once this became apparent, a further 
research came up with another 
YouTube video that thoroughly 
explained the video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx 
z0p_4wXDA  



 

 

In the shocking music video, various 
footage is used from other sites, with 
different audio segments edited over it. 
One clip also shows a shocking scene 
in which the viewer is led to believe that 
a child is being held hostage.  

 
In reality, this is a clip from 
actor/YoutTuber ‘liquid Chris’, who is 
shown tied-up. Liquid Chris is very 
much alive and well and can be found 
on Twitter and other social media 
platforms. His twin brother (who helped 
create the videos) is also alive and well, 
and both brothers can be seen in the 
below image. 

In relation to its ‘Father’ clip, 
SilverGunner has previously stated 
that in the video ‘it was all acting. No 
children were actually harmed’. The 
music video was then promoted on 
WorldCorps, using the most shocking 
click to generate intrigue and draw 
online traffic to its song on YouTube. 
For reference, other Worldcorp 
Enterprises music and videos can be 
viewed here:  

https://worldcorp.bandcamp.com/  

The producers and artists behind 
WorldCorps and its affiliates – after 
being removed from YouTube – later 
returned with another music video, 
which shows a very similar editing 
style to that shown in the original 
video now mistakingly believed by 
some to show Podesta. https: 
https//www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ag
cAaW5iwZE. This time, the group 
called themselves the ‘Autistic Boys 
Money Clan’.  

It is worth noting here that ‘Liquid 
Chris’ allegedly has autism.  

SilvaGunner also produce content that 
act as ARG’s (alternate reality games) 
that include random clips and online 
clues that lead the viewer on an often 
meaningless ‘treasure hunt’ through 
scenes of haunted woods and other 
horror-related settings and scenarios. 

In relation to its ‘Father’ clip, 
SilverGunner has previously stated that 



 

 

In researching for this 
report, I took the above 
still from the original, 
unedited clip from where 
the Pizzagate video was 
taken, and increased the 
exposure. This made it 
easier to compare the still 
image to a still image 
taken from one of Liquid 
Chris’ videos, and a 
perfect match was found 
(left), in a playful video in 
which Chris and his 
brother recreate a famous 
scene from the film 
Batman, The Dark knight. 



 

 

CLAIM: Comet Ping Pong 

hosts bands that promote 

child abuse and Satanism 
 
 
At the height of Pizzagate, supporters 
widely promoted the belief that even 
bands that have performed at Comet 
Ping Pong in the past were involved in 
the alleged paedophile ring at the venue 
– connecting symbology and band titles 
to child sex trafficking and Satanism.  
 
Conspiracy theorists ignored the vast 
majority of bands that have played at 
the pizza house yet who didn’t fit their 
narrative, and intentionally focused on 
three bands to support their narrative 
and further fuel the conspiracy.  
 
The most widely scrutinized of these 
bands was named The Sex Stains, 
whose inclusion of a symbol similar to 

the triangular ‘child abuse’ symbol 
sparked both intrigue and outrage – 
despite it showing differences in style 
to that of the controversial symbol.  
 
Receiving death threats, the Sex 
Stains issued the following statement: 
 
“A band name we decided on after 
100 suggestions by random people on 
Facebook because every name we 
could think up was already taken.  
 
“We are just a punk rock band from 
L.A. We are NOT pedophiles. Just the 
thought of that is sickening! 
 
“What the hell happened here? A few 
months ago, we passed through DC 
on a weeklong mini tour. We booked a 
show at Comet. We were told it's an 
ok place for bands to play, so we did. 
That's about the extent of our 
involvement with or knowledge of this 



 

 

venue. There was absolutely NO PLOT 
to purposely use offensive symbols or 
to mess with people’s heads. There 
was/is ZERO interest in anything having 
to do with children. No one in the band 
had any knowledge of the 
triangle/spirals horrid symbolism. We're 
shocked & disgusted by the theory that 
we are somehow linked to 
Pedophelia[sic] rings or Satanic cults, 
and also by the hateful comments & 
accusations we've been receiving. WE 
ARE NOT pedophiles and do NOT 
support or promote it. Period. Again, we 
are just a punk rock band.” 
 
Carrying on the theme of posting 
ominous graphics to demonstrate fresh 
conspiracy claims, love heart designs 
displayed on the two other bands that 
had once performed at Comet Ping 
Pong, Cold Beat and Cinema Hearts, 
were highlighted as being references to 
paedophile symbolism. The hearts in 
either logo, however, are simply 
standard heart symbols commonly 
displayed on thousands of companies, 
bands, and products.  
 
Another aspect focused on in Pizzagate 
was the controversial band ‘Heavy 
Breathing’, who had once performed at 
Comet Ping Pong, as well as 
performing at numerous venues 
throughout Washington D.C. 
 
The band in question, Heavy 
Breathing is an American rock band 
from Washington D.C. formed in 2010 

by guitarist Erick Jackson, drummer 
Jeff Schmid, and keyboardist Amanda 
Kleinman,[1] who were formerly in the 
band The Apes. They have released 
three albums, "Body Problems" in 
2012, "Airtight" in 2015, and "C.P.R." 
in 2019. 
 
The band uses shock tactics and a 
dark theme throughout their work to 
promote their music and provide it with 
a distinctive brand. Lead performer, 
Amanda Kleiman performs in a blond 
wig and balaclava and found herself 
dragged into the Pizzagate conspiracy 
in 2016 after her performance at 
Comet Ping Pong was found to 
contain a controversial stand-up skit at 
the beginning of Heavy Breathing’s 
set, in which Kleinman joked about an 
abortion.  
The main viral clip that continues to be 
distributed online by conspiracy 
theorists shows Amanda Kleinman 
wearing her performance costume as 
her persona, Majestic Ape, engaging 



 

 

in the following conversation with her 
audience: 
 
Kleinman: “And Jared is known to 
hang out down here. He likes the world 
sounds...” 
Audience member: “And little boys!” 
Kleinman: “We all have our 
preferences *laughs*“ 
 
The reference is to Jared Fogle, a 
former famous spokesman for the 
Subway Sandwich chain who was 
convicted in 2015 for possession 
pornographic images of underage girls. 
Yet the viral clip has intentionally been 
edited to remove the beginning of 
Kleinman’s dialogue, which can be 
found at:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NL
ydwpvtus, and records the full 
exchange: 
 
Kleinman: “Here we are together. And 
you all are very grateful that you are 
below a Subway Sandwich shop. And 
Jared is known to hang out down here. 
He likes the world sounds…” 
Audience member: “And little boys!” 
Klenman: “I think that was his 
manager”  
Audience member: “No”.  
Kleinman: “We all have preferences 
*laughs*” 

As with other clips used on social 
media to perpetuate the Pizzagate 
conspiracy, the clip was intentionally 
edited so that – out of context – it 
could be misconstrued and the false 
claim that the exchange took place at 
Comet Ping Pong would be believed 
by a mass audience.  
 
The fact that there is no business 
space above Comet Ping Pong, and 
certainly not a Subway Sandwich 
shop, confirms that this controversial 
dark joke was not made inside Comet 
Ping Pong. 
 
In an interview with The Kojo Nmandi 
Show, Klenman described the abuse 
she had received based on her shock 
–value performances and the fact that 
she had performed at Comet Ping 
Pong: 
 
“My rock band has been playing at 
Comet once or twice a year for the 

AMANDA KLEINMAN 



 

 

past ten years. Right before the election 
I had started noticing some strange 
activity on some of my social media, 
YouTube videos that had taken place at 
Comet and quickly realized within 24 
hours that I’d been caught-up along 
with Comet in this conspiracy theory. I 
have been accused of being both a 
paedophile and a Satanist.  
 
There are many individuals so it’s 
difficult to know who are actual real 
people. Some of these are being 
generated by bots. And the volume of 
attackers and the range of platforms 
they’re using is almost unfathomable.  
 
I’ve received upwards of 30 death 
threats and I’ve also been doxxed – my 
home address and phone number were 
published along with all of my 
professional contact information. This 
week I’ve had emails sent to my office 
(I’m an educator), and because they 
can’t tag me (I took myself off Twitter) 
they’re tweeting and tagging the school 
that employs me. I’ve been working with 
law enforcement with respect to the 
direct threats, but also I consulted the 
Crash Override Network, which is the 
leading support team for people going 
through this type of targeted 
harassment, and their stance is that you 
can work with local law enforcement 
agencies, but that can often make 
situations worse. It can augment 
retaliation.  
I’ve been trying to use the online 
reporting tools as often as possible but I 

get emails every day, specifically with 
Facebook, that my complaints don’t 
meet the community guidelines, so 
they don’t do anything. All I can do is 
ban people and block people.” 
 
Commenting on the abuse received by 
Kleinman, Alefantis added: 
 
“Amanda Kleinman has been so brave 
and really has been attacked based 
on – we have a lively and entertaining 
live music program at Comet Ping 
Pong, and have had it for over nine 
years.  
 
“Washington D.C. has a long history of 
live music and the birth of many 
different music scenes. So it’s extra 
shocking to see a musician attacked 
for their artwork.  
 
“I think there’s an assault on our first 
amendment rights, on her first 
amendment rights, and I think we 
have to remember that this is really 



 

 

CLAIM: In one of the leaked emails, Hillary Clinton said that she 
would “sacrifice a chicken to Moloch”  
 
This is also untrue. The email in question  was not sent from Hillary Clinton, but 
one of her aides, and – after discussing the impending election result – reads: 
 
‘With fingers crossed, the old rabbit’s foot out of the box in the attick, I will be 
sacrificing a chicken in the backyard to Moloch’ 
 
This is clearly a joke and a display of anxiety over the result - i.e. the writer is 
stating that she needs all the luck she can get. The aide who wrote the email has 
mixed a variety of random things thought by the ancients to bring good luck.  
 
A rabbit foot has long been seen as a symbol of luck and fortune, and originates 
in Africa and some parts of Europe. ‘Fingers crossed’ is commonly used to 
represent hope for a favorable outcome and has roots in Christianity, where some 
believed it to be a symbol of blessing and hope.  
 

unprecedented. It’s a political attack that’s focused on people in Washington, just 
because we’ve been associated with the Presidential campaign.”  
 
As the attacks against individuals and businesses wrongly implicated in Satanic 
child abuse spiraled out of control, the online accusations broadened and become 
even more wild – including the bizarre belief that not only did influential 
democrats, band members, and practically anyone with a vague or invented 
connection to Comet Ping engage in RSA, but that a ‘secret world-wide Satanic 
paedophile ring was at large’ consisting of left-wing celebrities and politicians. 



 

 

The reference of sacrificing a chicken to 
Moloch to bring good fortune is simply a 
quip based on the ancient belief that 
one could sacrifice an animal as an 
offering to the Gods to grant ones 
desire. Moloch was a demon-like God 
whom people sacrificed to in order to 
get what they wanted. The term 
‘Offering a sacrifice to Moloch’ entered 
popular American culture following its 
use in Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 
Stargate SG1, Sleepy Hollow, the 
popular show ‘Supernatural’, and most 
notably the cult classic ‘Metropolis’ – its 
most famous scene depicting a human 
sacrifice to the pagan god Moloch. A 
general misconception held by 
believers in Pizzagate is that Moloch 
was a Pagan god who pagans 
sacrificed children to. Yet in his 1962 
survey The Phoenicians, D.B. Harden 
referred to the discovery, by excavation, 
of urns containing charred young 

human or animal bones and ashes, 
alongside stelae depicting Carthaginian 
burial rites.  
 
He proposed that these were sacrificial 
remains from Carthaginian religious 
rituals, and were evidence for the 
reality of institutionalized child sacrifice.  
 

Archaeologist Claude 
Schaeffer disputed this claim, 
concluding that the children buried in 
the Tophet had not been the victims of 
ritual sacrifice but had died of natural 
causes, while Lawrence E. Stager and 
Samuel R. Wolff argued that the 
"scarified" children found at these 
locations primarily perished due to 
natural circumstances, and the burned 
animals were intended as substitute 
sacrificial offerings for children. This is 
confirmed by evidence from Phoenician 
Tophets at other sites. 
 



 

 

CLAIM: Hillary Clinton, Democrat-
supporters, left-wing celebrities and 
world elites, harvest ‘adrenochrome’ 
from the blood of children to keep 
them feeling youthful 
 
One of the main narratives that 
Pizzagate and its various offshoot 
conspiracy theories center around is the 
claim that world elites and Satanic 
circles obtain live children to harvest 
Adrenochrome from their blood.  
 
An excerpt from The Spinoff serves as 
a concise explaination of the truth 
behind Adrenochrome, although various 
reports and scientific papers are 
available online for further reading: 
 
“‘Adrenochrome is a drug that the elites 
love,’ says gossip columnist-turned-
conspiracy-theorist Liz Crokin. ‘It comes 
from children. The drug is extracted 
from the pituitary glands of tortured 
children. It’s sold on the black market. 

It’s the drug of the elites. It is their 
favorite drug. It is beyond evil. It is 
demonic. It is so sick.’ 
 
When I read this, I wondered where I 
had heard of adrenochrome before. Of 
course — Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas, when Hunter S. Thompson is 
given a taste of the drug by his half-
mad attorney: 
 
‘“Where’d you get this?” I asked. “You 
can’t buy it.” “Never mind,” he said. 
“It’s absolutely pure.” I shook my head 
sadly. “What kind of monster client 
have you picked up this time? There’s 
only one source for this stuff.” He 
nodded. “The adrenaline glands of a 
living human body,” I said.  
  
“It’s no good if you get it out of a 
corpse.”’ This passage bubbled 
beneath the surface of American 
popular culture for decades. In 2009, 
Mark Dice, who is Alex Jones without 



 

 

the charm, referred to it in The 
Illuminati: Facts & Fiction, which implied 
that Thompson was some kind of 
Satanist pedophile. The broader 
adrenochrome theory is based on two 
strange ideas. One, which is ubiquitous 
in QAnon circles, is that 800,000 kids 
go missing every year in the US. This is 
true but misleading. More than 99 
percent of these children are reported 
missing but found. Of course, even one 
permanent disappearance is a tragedy. 
But this is not quite the startling statistic 
the conspiracy crowd imagines. 
 
The idea of extracting adrenochrome 
from a living body comes not from 
science or history but, as mentioned 
before, from Hunter S. Thompson. 
Given that Thompson created the 
literary form ‘gonzo journalism’, which 
explicitly prioritizes atmosphere and 
emotion over facts, trying to do this 
seems inadvisable.  
 
In fact, just as you can create 
testosterone without extracting it from 
the testicles or ovaries, you can 
synthesize adrenochrome in a lab – 
meaning there would be no need to 
extract it from humans; and no reason 
for the existence of a ‘dark cabal’ 
kidnapping children to drain them of 
their blood. 
 
Opinions are mixed on its psychoactive 
properties. In the 1960s, Abram Hoffer 
suggested that adrenochrome was a 
neurotoxic and might account for 
schizophrenia. True or not, I am not 

sure that a drug which makes you feel 
‘changes in thinking…similar to those 
observed in schizophrenia’ would be 
such an attractive one.” 
 
Yet the fact that adrenchrome in no 
way contains properties that offer 
youthful appearance, along with the 
inconvenient truth that it can be made 
in a laboratory, has not dissuaded 
conspiracy theorists from continuing to 
spread the baseless and debunked 
myth surrounding the ‘drug’. 
 
Even now, thousands of posts are 
published on Twitter, Facebook, and 
other social media platforms peddling 
the conspiracy theory. 



 

 

 

7. REDDIT TO RADICALISATION:  
 

Account from James  Alefantis: 
“It was about 9:30 or 10 on the night of November 5th 2016 when I saw I had a voice 
mail from Will Sommer, a reporter at the Washington City Paper: “Do you know about 
this online conspiracy theory that you’re running a child-slavery ring out of Comet 
with Hillary Clinton?”  

THE ATTACK ON COMET PIZZA 



 

 

Account from James Alefantis: 
 
“It was about 9:30 or 10 on the night of 
November 5th 2016 when I saw I had a 
voice mail from 
Will Sommer, a reporter at 
the Washington City Paper: "Do you 
know about this online conspiracy 
theory that you're running a child-
slavery ring out of Comet with Hillary 
Clinton?" 
It was right before the election.  
 
A lot of crazy things were happening. A 
lot of talk about conspiracies was being 
thrown around, and John Podesta's 
emails had been hacked and were 
being leaked. Over the years, I had had 
email exchanges with Podesta about 
cooking for fundraisers.  
 
At first, I was like, "Oh, this is so funny. 
I'm in WikiLeaks." We started getting 
weird comments on Comet's Facebook 
and Instagram posts and on my 

personal accounts. I just deleted them 
and set my account to private. 
 
When Donald Trump won, I thought, 
now, finally, at least this crazy 
conspiracy theory will 
go away. But the opposite happened. 
It grew and grew and became more 
and more focused on Comet. I got a 
call from a friend who works at MIT's 
Media Lab. He told me, this thing is 
out of control. 
 
Messages and comments poured in. 
At one point, I was getting about 75 
personal messages on social media a 
day. My response was to shut 
everything down--delete the 
comments, try not to respond. I 
thought, obviously this has to end 
eventually. 
But it only kept escalating. Many of the 
messages were violent--"I have a gun. 
I want you to die"--and gory--"I pray 
that someone comes in with an 



 

 

assault rifle and kills everyone inside 
Comet.  want to cut open your guts and 
watch them spill out on the floor." I'd 
just shut my laptop and go on with my 
day. 
 
It got scary when users started 
performing what I'll call "citizen's 
investigations." Users sifted through my 
social media profiles and started 
messaging everyone who'd ever liked 
or commented on a post of mine. I 
started getting calls from friends, family, 
and customers who said they were 
getting harassed online as well. 
 
The phone started ringing all day long. 
You can't ignore phone calls when it's 
part of your business. People call the 
pizza place to ask, "How busy is it? Can 
we get a table? We want to order food." 
Now my staff was hearing "We know 
what's going on! You should turn James 
in! You're going to go to jail too if you 
don't." Or screaming "You're sick!" 
Some people I knew were like, "This is 
stupid." Others were terrified. I had to 
learn how to get these posts taken 
down, the steps you can take to reclaim 
your privacy. Mostly, there's nothing 
you can do. 
 
The stress does weird things to your 
body. I was exhausted every day but 
never tired. I was on full alert, full of 
adrenaline. It was very intense. Then I'd 
go to the restaurant, and everything 
was normal. I'd feel fear, but there'd be 
all these families and kids happily 
eating. It was like a parallel universe. 

Later, Cecilia Kang, a reporter for The 
New York Times, asked to write a 
piece about what was happening. At 
the time, I'd been denying media 
requests. Once the Times piece came 
out, it wasn't a dirty secret--everyone 
knew about Pizzagate. Employees 
and I talked every day about how to 
field questions from customers. 
 
The community really rallied around 
us. Online, a movement started--"We'll 
all go to Comet at 6 p.m. Sunday to 
show our support!" It was like, thanks, 
people, but can't you just come in 
several waves--400 people showed up 
at once. The managers were saying, 
"We are going to be hugged to death!" 
From that point on, every day was like 
our busiest day of the year. 
The gunman arrived on the afternoon 
of December 4th. I wasn't in. I was at 
a church fair when I got the call from 
one of my managers. She was crying 
and said, "A guy came in with an 
assault rifle." 
 
The man with the gun, Edgar Welch, 
had decided to "self-investigate" 
Comet. He rushed in through the front 
door and walked toward the back, and 
shot open the only locked door in the 
restaurant, a closet, damaging 
computer systems inside [the gun man 
also discovered that the pizza house 
does not have a basement].  
 
My manager told me everyone was 
safe and evacuated to a firehouse 
across the street. When I got there, 



 

 

the police had locked down the block. 
That night, we went back. It was so 
weird. The tables were empty, but you 
could see full beers and half-eaten 
pizza on the table--the moment when 
time stopped. 
 
At that point, I was ready to close 
temporarily. The next day, the phone 
never stopped ringing--"When are you 
open? Are you open tonight?" Basically, 
the community said, "We're coming. 
Open your doors." From Sunday until 
Tuesday evening, I did everything I 
could to get security in order. And we 
opened. The way people came out to 
support us, it was incredible, an 
overwhelming sensation. 
 
From that point on, though, I was 
fearful. I was still receiving death 
threats. I started wearing a hat and 
sunglasses to leave the house. And the 
security people were like, "Yeah. You're 
in danger." 
 
In the days just before the gunman 
drove to Comet, he was texting with a 
friend and told the friend he'd been 
inspired by videos made by Alex Jones, 
the online conspiracy theorist who runs 
Infowars. It's one thing if rumors swirl 
on 4chan or Reddit. But Jones has an 
audience of millions. He has influenced 
other gunmen. We're still figuring out 
our legal strategy, but we're keeping our 
options open.  
 
I was heartened to see Jones retract his 
stories about us and apologize.” 

Despite the attack, conspiracy theorist 
Mike Cernovich, showed continued 
support for Pizzagate, implying he 
believed the gunman incident might 
have been a false flag operation. 
 

 
Cernovich’s comment, was incorrect, 
as the gunman had indeed openly 
stated to detectives and officers that 
his attack had been motivated by the 
Pizzagate conspiracy and his desire to 
‘save the children’.  
 
Eventually, Pizzagate began to die 
down and was overshadowed by other 
conspiracy theories. 
 
Yet by this time, Qanon, a widespread 
pro-Trump conspiracy movement - 
was gaining the support of hundreds 
of thousands of people, mainly 
fervently Christian republicans.   
 
Seeing the popularity and 
effectiveness of Pizzagate, Qanon 
rehashed it, embellished it further, and 
pushed it back into the mainstream 
through its large support base on 
4Chan. 
 
Once again #Pizzagate was trending.   



 

 

8. ENTER QANON 



 

 

In 2016, 4Chan was riddled with ‘anon’ 
accounts – all vying for attention by 
posting sensational fake news to their 
followers; FBIAnon, a self-described 
“high-level analyst and 
strategist” offering intel about the 2016 
investigation into the Clinton Foundation 
was perhaps the most popular. Then 
came HLIAnon, an acronym for High 
Level Insider, who posted about various 
dubious conspiracies in 
riddles, including one that claimed 
Princess Diana had been killed 
because she found out about 9/11 
“beforehand” and had “tried to stop it.” 
Then “CIAAnon” and “CIA Intern” took 
to the boards in early 2017, and last 
August one called WH Insider Anon 
offered a supposed preview that 
something that was “going to go down” 
regarding the DNC and leaks. 

Qanon was just another unremarkable 
part of the “anon” genre until November 
2017, when two moderators of the 

4chan board where Q posted 
predictions, who went by the 
usernames Pamphlet Anon and 
BaruchtheScribe, reached out to Tracy 
Diaz. Diaz’s own blogs and YouTube 
videos, along with accounts by 
BaruchtheScribe (in reality a self-
identified web programmer from South 
Africa named Paul Furber) also 
confirmed this account. 

“A bunch of us decided that the 
message needed to go wider so we 
contacted Youtubers who had been 
commenting on the Q drops,” Furber 
said in an email. 

Diaz, then a small-time YouTube star 
who once hosted a talk show on the 
fringe right-wing network Liberty 
Movement Radio and who now goes 
by the name ‘Tracy Beanz’, had found 
moderate popularity with a couple of 
thousand views for her YouTube 
videos analyzing WikiLeaks releases 



 

 

and discussing the Pizzagate 
conspiracy, so was well aware of the 
type of conspiracy theory that drew the  
most attention, could create click-bait, 
and which in turn would generate 
revenue via Adsense on her YouTube 
account.  

As Diaz tells it in a blog post detailing 
her role in the early days of Qanon, she 
banded together with the two 
moderators. Their goal, according to 
Diaz, was to build a following for Qanon 
— which would mean bigger followings 
for them as well. 

On Nov 3rd, 2017, just six days after 
the first 4chan post from “Q” (shown 
below) didn’t gain much traction and 
was still an unknown curiosity, Tracy 
Diaz, AKA Tracy Beanz, Introduced the 
conspiracy theory to her audience. “I do 
not typically do videos like this,” she 
said, but citing Q’s “very specific and 
kind of eerie” posts, Diaz explained that 
she would be covering the 4Chan 
posts, “Just in case this stuff turns out 
to be legit because honestly it kind of  

seems legit”. That video, which has 
been viewed nearly 250,000 times, 
made Diaz one of the earliest people 
to seize “Q” posts and decipher them 
for a conspiracy-hungry audience. 
Diaz followed with dozens more Q-
themed videos, each Nor was it 
intended to.  
 
Yet as the money began to roll-in, 
there is much evidence to suggest that 
once the original ‘Q’ posters 
abandoned their prank, Tracy, or at 
the very least those working with her, 
took things into their own hands and 
continued with the deception – 
orchestrating an online campaign to 
turn Q into the movement it is today.  

In fact, in an old video taken by Tracy, 
she can be seen joining a crowd and 
greeting Donald Trump. Standing next 
to her, Tracy’s excited friend yells to 
the President: “We’re Q. We’re Q… 
She set up the whole thing!”:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4
byIO53upA 



 

 

Tracy Beanz’ YouTube channel now 
boasts more than 90,000 subscribers 
and her videos have been watched over 
8 million times. More than 97,000 
people follow her on Twitter. Diaz, who 
emerged from bankruptcy in 2009, says 
in her YouTube videos that she now 
relies on donations from patrons 
funding her YouTube “research” as her 
sole source of income. 
 
To reach a more mainstream, Diaz said 
in a blog post that she recommended 
they move to the more user-friendly 
Reddit. Archives listing the three as the 
original posters and moderators 
show they created a new Reddit 
community called CBTS_Stream, short 
for ‘Calm Before The Storm’, where 
subscribers soon gathered to talk all 
things Q. 
 
Diaz and her conspirators had based 
their ‘Calm Before The Storm’ motto on 
an offhand remark made by President 
Trump that month.  
 
Trump made the ‘calm before the storm’ 
comment during a photo opportunity 
before having dinner with American 
military leaders and their wives. The 
dinner followed a meeting in which 
Trump and the military leaders 
discussed Iran, North Korea, 
Afghanistan and the fight against 
Islamic State. White House 
spokeswoman Sarah Sanders also 
refused to say what Trump meant, 
leading conspiracy theorists on 4Chan 
to wildly speculate that the President 

was giving a signal that the Qanon 
post would finally come true and that 
Hillary Clinton would indeed be 
arrested.  
 
In 2017, however, in an interview now 
ignored by Qanon supporters, when 
asked by Fox News what he had 
meant by the ‘calm before the storm 
comment’, Trump explained his 
remark, saying:  
 
‘We can’t let this to go on. We just 
can’t’, while adding that China has 
been very helpful in the situation. 
‘They cut off banking to North Korea.’ 
White House Spokeswoman Sarah 
Sanders had also confirmed the true 
meaning behind the President’s 
remark, saying:   ‘I think we have 
some serious world issues here. I 
think that North Korea, Iran, both 
continue to be bad actors and the 
president is somebody who’s going to 
always look for ways to protect 
Americans.’ 
 
Ignoring this, however, thanks to the 
trio’s clever use of the powerful 
phrase, ‘Calm before the Storm’ (later 
to be shortened to ‘The Storm’) 
became firmly ingrained in the minds 
of early 4Chan and social media users 
who were beginning to become 
interested in Qanon.  
 
Mostly due to the rise in social media 
use and a lack of fact-checking carried 
out by its millions of users, the Qanon 
posts quickly began to gain traction – 



 

 

heavily promoted and pushed into the 
mainstream by  YouTubers like Tracy 
Diaz, whose videos not only made them 
a fortune, but led to Facebook, Twitter 
and other sites becoming bombarded 
with Q supporters. 
 
Despite a second claim by Qanon later 
being proven to also have been a lie, 
curiosity over the intentionally cryptic 
posts was gaining rapid momentum. 

The growing audience then began 
moving over to newly-formed 8chan, 
with Qanon claiming that 4Cham had 
been ‘infiltrated’.  

In reality, around this time 4Chan was 
losing popularity following various 
scandals breaking in the press that had 
made the puplic aware of the site being 
used to spread child pornography and 
far-right terrorism plots.  

Meanwhile, Diaz kept making videos, 
racking up hundreds of thousands of 
views. Over the next several months, 
Diaz and the two moderators picked up 
tens of thousands of followers on 
Reddit and YouTube and added even 
more moderators to their 8chan and 
Reddit boards. Following the move, 
Qanon then began to break into what 
might be considered the mainstream of 
the conspiracy world. 

Conspiracy theorist Dr. Jerome Corsi, 
an Infowars editor and a best-selling 
author of books about the “deep state,” 
had taken an interest in Q and was 

decoding the messages on the Reddit 
board. In December, Pamphlet Anon 
and BaruchtheScribe even made an 
appearance on InfoWars. 
  
Corsi has since disavowed the Qanon 
conspiracy and called the current Q 
poster “a fraud”, yet – as we shall see 
– most likely simply to absolve himself 
of any guilt. 

Soon, as Diaz explained on her blog, 
their expanding crew began spending 
all their waking hours in chat rooms on 
the gaming-focused forum Discord, 
analyzing and decoding Q 
messages and planning for a larger 
dissemination of Q’s message. 

In March, their Reddit board, which 
boasted some 20,000 subscribers, 
was shut down by Reddit for 
“encouraging or inciting violence and 
posting personal and confidential 
information,” and the moderators — 
Diaz and the rest — were banned 
from the site. Furber had already been 
booted from the site for allegedly 
threatening to reveal the personal 
details of another user, and was 
pushed out of the private Q discussion 
groups he had helped form. 

“I was very definitely banished,” 
Furber said, noting that he believes 
Q’s board has been taken over by 
imposters. By then, Pamphlet Anon, 
whose real name is Coleman Rogers, 
had developed grander plans. (NBC 
was able to determine Rogers’ identity 



 

 

through property records that link the 
address where his business is 
registered to his parent’s home and to 
photos from his personal social media 
account. Those photos show him to be 
the same person who appears on 
YouTube as Pamphlet Anon.) Kicked 
off Reddit, Rogers hatched a new plan. 
He would replace the mainstream 
media — often a target of Q’s posts — 
with a constantly streaming YouTube 
network made up of the self-described 
“researchers” who were putting together 
Q’s clues. Within a month, Rogers, 31, 
and his wife, Christina Urso, 29, had 
launched the Patriots’ Soapbox, a 
lucrative round-the-clock livestreamed 
YouTube channel for Qanon study and 
discussion. 
The channel is, in effect, a broadcast of 
a Discord chatroom with constant audio 
commentary from a rotating cast of 
volunteers and moderators with 
sporadic appearances by Rogers and 
Urso. In April, Urso registered Patriots’ 
Soapbox LLC in Virginia. It was a 
natural progression for Rogers. A 
review of Rogers’ Facebook page 
shows he had been active in internet 
politics and a staunch supporter of 
Donald Trump during the 2016 
campaign, self-identifying as part of the 
“meme war” — the creation and 
dissemination of images and internet-
style commentary that internet agitators 
on the chans and Reddit credit with 
Trump’s win. on the chans and Reddit 
credit with Trump’s win. Rogers often 
posted memes about Pizzagate and 
claims that Democrats murdered 

children and worshipped Satan — 
details that, following on from the 
success of Pizagate, would eventually 
form the basis of the now widely-
followed Qanon movement. Rogers’ 
Facebook updates waned after Trump 
took office but started up again in the 
fall, when he began posting “Q” 
messages to both confused and 
supportive family and friends. Rogers 
has publicly denied that he is the 
author of the “Q” posts, though his last 
visible Facebook post, published on 
Aug. 2, hinted that he might someday 
be associated with the theory. “Ten 
bucks says you see my face on 
national news within a few weeks, 
saying that I'm ‘the mysterious hacker 
known as #Qanon,’” Rogers wrote, a 
reference to a CNN segment that 
mistakenly referred to the website 
4chan as a hacker.  

Following a request for comment from 
NBC News, Rogers deleted every post 
on his Facebook profile after 2014. 
Following another message from a 
reporter informing him that NBC News 
had archived his page, he deleted his 
Facebook account entirely. Based on 
this information, in compiling this 
report, it became imperative to 
investigate Coleman Rogers and his 
associates further – leading to the 
unearthing of an obvious yet complex 
web of hoaxers, hackers, liars, 
political agitators, fraudster, and cash-
hungry social media stars – all who, 
together, reveal the true identity of the 
mysterious ‘Qanon’. 
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The second post by ‘Q’ 



 

 

9. WHO’S Q? 



 

 

Q clearance, otherwise known as ‘Q 
access authorization’ is a coveted 
privilege given in relation to 
the Department of Energy (DOE) as 
security clearance required to 
access Top Secret Restricted 
Data, Formerly Restricted Data, and 
National Security Information, as 
well as Secret Restricted 
Data. "Qanon" (often named simply 
as ‘Q’ is a play on this name, 
carefully selected to give the 
allusion of the poster behind Qanon 
having ‘inside information’. Yet 
many will be disaponted to discover 
that this reference is nothing more 
than a coincidence. 
 
In November 2017, when the account 
Qanon posted its false prediction of 
Hillary Clinton’s ‘imminent arrest’, a 
small group of conspiracy theorists, 
most notably YouTuber Tracy Beanz, 
Paul Furber, and Coleman Rogers, 
banded together to take the post and 

create a brand for Qanon to drive 
followers and revenue to their 
platforms. On 4Chan, they created the 
most popular source for ‘disseminating 
Qdrops’. Moving onto Reddit, the 
group then created the most popular 
source for recruiting Qanon supporters 
– r/CBTS. From this group the trio 
heavily promoted their own sites and 
even used the Qanon account itself to 
promote their content. and YouTube 
videos. 
 
Not thinking that Qanon would turn 
into the mass movement that it is, and 
knowing that the movements longevity 
depended upon its followers believing 
the lie that Qanon was indeed an 
individual deep within the Trump 
administration, Tracy Beanz and her 
group quickly deleted their names 
from the list of CBTS’s administrators. 
 
Yet the CBTS team didn’t account for 
posts and threads being backed-up on 



 

 

online archives, leaving for the below 
evidence of them running the group 
coming to light:  

CBTS then branched out by creating 
other online threads and groups, 
labeling themselves as ‘The Bakers’.  
 
Among The Bakers behind the Qanon 
and CBTS accounts, Coleman Rogers 
is of particular interest, mainly 
because, on numerous occasions, he 
has accidentally given away clues that 
he is behind the Qanon posts/is 
Qanon himself.  
 
In an online interview, when suspicion 
began to fall upon Rogers (through his 
alias ‘Pamphlet Anon’ – based on the 
name of a financially lucrative website 
and YouTube channel he later 
established), Rogers admitted: 
“Whether Q is real or not, the content 
he’s discussing is 100% genuine”. 
This was in stark contrast to his 
previous claims that he was in contact 
with Q and that Qnon was indeed a 
real inside source.  
 
Rogers then – in a post he later 
deleted along with all of his posts 
2014 onwards after it was picked-up 
by an NBC journalist – wrote: “Ten 
bucks says you see my face on 
national news within a few weeks, 
saying I’m the ‘mysterious hacker 
known as Qanon”. 
 
Deleting his Facebook posts, 
however, wasn’t enough to hide his 
guilt, as Rogers had already slipped-
up elsewhere, on his YouTube 
channel.  
 

In the early days of the Q movement, 
the group were quick to become 
fractious – often bickering among 
themselves, with numerous members 
openly claiming that Qanon was a fraud 
and professing feelings of guilt over 
being responsible for misleading 
people. Yet whenever this happened, 
Tracy Diaz and her group were quick to 
divert and provide excuses – often 
attempting to silence or discredit the 
accusers and frantically deleting posts.  
 
Most likely through Diaz and her 
consortium, even the Qanon account 
was used to discredit claims that the trio 
were behind Qanon and that they were 
using their platforms to promote the 
conspiracy theory for their own ends, 
posting: “One post today. No other 
platforms used. No comms privately 
with anyone. Don’t get lost. Q.” 



 

 

In one of his live feeds for Pamphlet 
Anon, Rogers accidentally logged into 
the Qanon account and posted under 
Q’s name live on air. Suddenly, when a 
viewer commented asking how he had 
just been able to post through Q’s 
official account, Rogers’ live feed went 
temporarily dead, with Rogers returning 
soon after, stating that he had ‘leg 
cramp’, and continuing with his live feed 
show, ignoring the previous question 
from the suspicious viewer.  
 
On another occasion, Rogers read out a 
post by Q – before it was even posted 
onto the official Qanon account :  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zbe
cyoqCm0c 
Immediately, the Qanon community 
became suspicious, with some calling 

for Rogers to explain himself and 
asking if Qanon was a hoax and that 
he was behind it, and other, more 
devoted followers, ignoring the 
evidence and doxxing members who 
questioned the identity of Q.  
 
One such accuser was none other 
than David Seaman, the main 
promoter of Pizzagate, and perhaps 
the very creator of the Pizzagate 
conspiracy, who tweeted through the 
account for his conspiracy site 
‘FULCRUM: “The whole Q thing is 
fucking sick. Ramtha, David Hayes, 
and James Coleman Rogers need 
prison”. 
Seaman has since deleted this tweet 
and others and continues to promote 
Qanon to generate an income through 
his site. 

COLEMAN ROGERS AND HIS WIFE, CHRISTINA URSO, WHO WAS CLOSE FRIENDS WITH 
TRACY BEANZ AND IS SUSPECTED AS BEING BESIDE HER IN THE ‘WE’RE Q’ VIDEO 



 

 

Interestingly, as the spotlight began to 
fall upon those suspected of creating 
the Qanon and Pizzagate hoaxes, 
Seaman then also deleted many of his 
posts and threads, and – despite 
constantly stating that Pizzagate was 
real, and being the main promoter of 
the conspiracy – stated on his site: “: 
“Contrary to assertions made by 
deceivers in the press, PizzaGate has 
nothing to do with claims that Hillary 
Clinton slaughters children in a pizza 
shop for fun or something, and 
somehow doesn’t get caught. That is 
ridiculous, something which the media 
itself cooked up, to provide cover for 
this massive online scandal that simply 
won’t go away.” 
 
This is demonstrably deceitful, as a 
wealth of evidence proves that Seamen 
himself was one of the main voices 
claiming that Comet Ping Pong was 
being used to traffic and kill children.  
 
Seamen then doubled-down further, 
essentially claiming that proof for the 
whole conspiracy boiled down to the 
word ‘pizza’: 
 
“PizzaGate is, instead, the very truthful 
claim that when you search John 
Podesta’s WikiLeaks - a 69 year old 
busy Campaign manager and longtime 
Clinton insider - “pizza” comes up over 
and over again, and it’s clearly code 
language of some kind.” 
 
“PizzaGate is not complete without the 
fact that a man who owns a pizza shop 

in Washington, DC, and who was 
named by Washingtonian Magazine 
as one of the most powerful men in 
our city, and who visited the Obama 
White House at least 5 times as per 
publicly available visitor logs, and who 
hosted a private dinner/fundraiser for 
Hillary Clinton’s team”. 
 
“This strange man does appear in the 
Podesta WikiLeaks, and his Instagram 
account - which has been since 
investigated in-depth by many on the 
Internet - is a true horror show. 
Images so sick and deranged we 
cannot actually share them here, in 
the interest of the public well-being.” 
 
This is yet another lie. In fact, the 
images that Pizzagate conspiracists 
claim came from Alefantis’ personal 
account come not from Alefantis but 
from Instagram users who had simply 
liked his posts. Also to note, none of 
these images are ‘sick and deranged’, 
nor do they pose any threat to ‘public 
well-being’. The images in question 
are sexually provocative but simply 
contain homosexual innuendos and 
puns relating to pizza. None of these 
images contain anything sexual in 
relation to children.  
 
Curiously, following in the Qanon 
trend, Seaman also lied about having 
access to someone working within the 
American Intelligence network, 
claiming publicly: “I spoke to someone 
from Homeland Security last night. 
Pizzagate is not debunked and is 



 

 

being actively investigated”. This is 
verifiably false, with the FBI confirming 
that no investigation was being carried 
out in relation to Pizzagate due to a 
‘lack of any credible evidence’.  

As the Qanon movement’s early 
founders became embroiled in bitter 
infighting and attempts to contain the 
truth about their enterprise being 
revealed, ‘The Bakers’ quickly began 
to crumble, with various members 
publicly coming out to confess their 
participation in the deception.  
 
Then came the explosive revelation 
that blew apart the theory that Qanon 
was a real person. On 4th September, 
2018, Jack Posobiec, a journalist for 
OAN, revealed that he had 
investigated the Qanon movement 
and had evidence to prove that Q was 
a hoax and that Coleman Rogers and 
his wife, through ‘Pamplet Anon’ were 
members of the group behind it – a 
group that, away from Reddit, had 
been making the most money from the 
Qanon phenomenon through their new 
platform ‘The Soapbox Group’. Yet 
this group, it transpired had simply 
hijacked Qanon. 
 
The following is a transcript from 
Posobiec’s interview with one of the 
true founders of Qanon, a tech-savvy 
campaigner and hacker who 
accidentally helped spawn the 
movement. The full interview can be 
watched here:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS
DqBVVFfsM 
 
POSOBIEC: “Several months before 
Q’s first post, a Twitter user named 

During the height of Pizzagate, Seaman 
had also helped spread the claim that 
James Alefantis had sent death threats 
to a Pizzagate ‘investigator’, Ryan 
O’Neal, who had instigated false claims 
of Alefantis owning a ‘kill room’ at the 
Pegasus building.  
 
Conveniently, O’Neal claims that the 
actual death threats were made during 
a telephone conversation, yet failed to 
show evidence that the phone call took 
place, and failed to explain how he got 
Alefantis’ number or vise versa – 
particularly when the full set of 
messages he released did not contain 
any exchange of telephone numbers.  
 
O’Neal later claimed that he filed a 
police report against Alefantis – yet 
suspiciously also failed to provide any 
evidence of this.  



 

 

‘Dreamcatcher’ reached out to this 
reporter and told me about an OP that 
he was planning with notorious pro-
Trump troll ‘Microchip’, that would plant 
bits of information on 4Chan and act 
like it was coming from a high level 
source inside the administration or the 
intelligence community. That later 
became the Qanon operation.  
 
“I obtained chat logs from the two at 
that time, in August 2017, which back-
up their statements to us”. 
 
“I asked Microchip to record a video of 
himself opening up the Discord app and 
scrolling through his screen to show us 
that the messages were not 
photoshopped or recreated in any way. 
I also interviewed Microchip to hear his 
take on why and how they created Q”.  
 
Microchip, named by reporters as a 
‘Pro-Trump Bot King’ by reporters, has 
created numerous platforms and online 

movements, and once – with 
considerable significance to the 
Pizzagate conspiracy – told Buzzfeed: 
“I feel like I'm a scientist showing 
electricity to natives that have been 
convinced electricity is created by 
Satan, so they murder the scientist”. 
 
Microchip, who has always concealed 
his identity, told OAN’s Posobiec: 
 
“It [Qanon] was more of a mistake . I 
infiltrated Antifa groups and have 
literature that they talk about – 
dissident folks and how to get people 
to riot and stuff” 
 
POSOBIEC: “So they’re obsessed 
with some of the anarchist writers and 
socialist anarchist writers from Europe 
in the 1900s”. 
 
MICROPCHIP: “Yeah. And it comes 
down to the ‘rules for radicals’, how to 
disrupt society. And one of those 



 

 

books they came up with was ‘Q’ by an 
Italian author. And in that book he did 
ominous messaging, and he would sign 
his messages as ‘Q’. We wanted to do 
something else. We started talking 
about different ways that we could 
engage Trump supporters, and then we 
came up with a list of different things 
these people are interested in, that 
sparks their attention – George Soros, 
Obama working with CIA and FBI to 
steer Trump in this Russian 
investigation. Once Trump was 
inaugurated there was a lot of talk about 
htat. You’ve got Trump surrounding 
himself with Generals, so people were 
also thinking he was going to start 
World War Three, and things like that. 
Alex Jones, who was pushing out things 
about war and all kinds of crazy 
theories. And so we knew that was 
what was getting Trump supporters 
excited. 
 
“We put together a list of different 
questions that would spark people’s 
attention to different items. We filtered it 
all out and randomly one day, 
Dreamcatcher, on a post on 4Chan, 
wrote the post saying Hillary Clinton 
would be arrested shortly. Complete 
stupidity, and it was one of those things 
where someone’s trying to set up some 
type of a gaslight type campaign. And 
so, because we’d been talking about it, 
Dreamcatcher went the next level and 
he took that whole snippet and he 
added that she’ll be arrested at a 
specific time, and people responded to 
it. But the problem with the Qanon stuff 
was that our small group left, and now 

it’s turned dangerous and I don’t like 
that. I mean, some of the stuff that’s 
happening seems pretty dangerous. 
These people are being gaslighted by 
whoever’s doing it now. This was 
meant to be a small unifying factor – 
something quick, easy, done. It wasn’t 
meant to go as far as it has. It was 
meant to be funny, to get people’s 
imaginations going. But now people 
are being exploited by others who are 
cognizant of that whole process with 
Trump supporter’s minds, and they’re 
being used, and I feel terrible about 
that. 
 
“Part of the reason I even decided to 
speak about this story is because 
Qanon’s now dangerous and I’ve 
spoken about this since early 2017 
and told people ‘you’ve got to stop 
doing it’, and I never wanted to be 
attached to it. “That’s why I’ve not 
publically said anything. But now it’s 
time to come out and say it’s time to 
be done, guys. 
 
“Qanon is not going to solve your 
problems. There is no mysterious 
agency that’s magically going to come 
and save you, riding in on a white 
horse. You have to get out and you 
have to actually do stuff because 
Qanon is not going to save you, 
you’ve got to go out and vote, you’ve 
got to go out and do activism. You 
can’t just sit at home and hope that 
these magical guys behind the scenes 
are magically going to save you, 
because they’re not there”. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Dreamcatcher has since been identified 
as James Brower, a former volunteer 
on the Trump campaign and a social 
media influencer in his own right. In one 
of his tweets following the OAN story, 
Brower tweeted stating that he was Q 
and added a link and codes that have 
been verified as being an online identify 
management tool and a well-known 
account that Qanon supporters believed 
to be Q, confirming his access to the 
account that only ‘Qanon’ would be 
privy to.  
 
In a 2019 interview with popular 
YouTuber ‘Defango’, Brower gave the 
account of his involvement in the 
Qanon hoax. “Basically, a LARP turned 
into whatever the hell you want to call it” 
he said. “It’s really hard to describe 
what it became. I feel like it’s like the 
birth of scientology. It was created as a 
sort of LARP, and people can interpret 
Q-drops as pretty much whatever they 
want and run with it. “I posted those 
little dates about Hillary being arrested 
and typed ‘Q’ on it. I just looked at the 
calendar, picked a date, and ran with it”. 
I was a volunteer on the Trump 
campaign. I did social media which led 
to a lot of other things on the 
Twittersphere, and that’s how I grew. 
Then I decided to continue larping on 
4Chan, and Q came about.   
 
“I’d like to say I apologise. Anyone 
who’s been on 4Chan knows it’s all 
about trolling. There’s maybe 5% 
accuracy on there. Most of the time it’s   

a bunch of garbage. Sadly though there’s 
a lot of people in this world who are 
desperate, and that’s something I didn’t 
think about at the time”. James Brower – 
upon the release of the explosive OAN 
report – took to Twitter and other 
platforms, providing proof that he had 
posted Qanon posts, including evidence 
that he possessed the account details and 
password. “The keybase account in the 
Tweet is a known Q account that has now 
claimed ownership of the Twitter account. 
Only someone with access to the Q 
account would be able to do that”, a 
specialist confirmed. 

JAMES BROWER 



 

 

The inspiration for the name ‘Q’, as 
Microchip stated, came from the 1999 
novel of the same name.  
 
The book follows the journey of 
a radical across Europe in the first half 
of the 16th century as he joins in 
various movements and uprisings. The 
book spans 30 years as he is pursued 
by 'Q' (short for "Qoèlet"), a spy for 
the Roman Catholic 
Church cardinal Giovanni Pietro Carafa. 
The main character, who changes his 
name many times during the story, first 
fights in the German Peasants' 
War beside Thomas Müntzer, during 
which time he takes part in negotiations 
which are eventually formalised as 
the Twelve Articles. 
 
Described by scholars as a subversive, 

identity-shifting collective phantom, 
The protagonist has no name (the 
authors later renamed themselves Wu 
Ming, which is Chinese for "no 
name"), is involved in every tumult of 
the age, incites the people to rebellion, 
and organizes hoaxes, swindles and 
mischievous acts. First published in 
Italian, the best-selling novel by a 
team of anarchist media activists 
collectively known under the 
pseudonym “Luther Blissett,” (now Wu 
Ming, “nobody”),  was informed by the 
anti-establishment political activism of 
the 1990s. The authors were inspired 
to look at peasant rebellions in early 
capitalist Europe by the Zapatista 
uprising, and were 
themselves prominent participants in 
anti-globalization protests in Genoa. 
 
The antagonist of the novel, who goes 
by the name “Q,” is a scheming agent 
within the Papal bureaucracy 
attempting to turn back the tide of 
revolution. Secret-laden missives from 
Q stud the book, uncovering how he is 
orchestrating events and controlling 
his seeming enemies on the 
Continent—much as Trump is thought 
to be masterminding world events 
behind the scenes today. 
“Coincidences are hard to ignore,” 
members of the Wu Ming said of the 
Qanon movement, the Q posts, and its 
basic ideology and evident purpose. 
“Dispatches signed ‘Q’ allegedly 
coming from some dark meanders of 
top state power, exactly like in our 
book.” 



 

 

“Luther Blissett” was an identity adopted collectively by partisans of a certain 
strand of media activism coming out of Italy in the 1990s. Inheriting the spirit of 
Situationism and Italian mail art, they were early innovators of what art 
theory dubs “Tactical Media” or “Culture Jamming”—which is to say that before 
becoming authors, various members of the Luther Blissett Project engineered 
complex, multilayered media hoaxes. 
 
Among these well-documented, successful hoaxes was a three-year-long project 
that duped the media and public into believing that a mythical artist had been 
murdered. With stark similarities to Qanon, another exploited the ‘Satanic panic’ 
of the 1990s by manufacturing evidence of Satanic rites and other sensational 
news, getting them into the media, then revealing them to have been fabricated 
in an effort to highlight the nature of the moral panic itself. An example of this can 
be seen below, with the image of a ‘Satanically-slain’ artist having made national 
newspapers – until the Luther Blissett member posed, very much alive, with a 
copy of one of the publications containing the story. 



 

 

“it [Qanon] was literally just general 
questions that we came up with, and we 
said ‘what’s the most interesting thing, 
take that and see what happens” 
Brower continued his interview. Then 
clearly it peaked somebody’s interest 
and blew up into this big fiasco that is 
now ‘Qanon’. And what’s funny is we’re 
supposed to trust Q’s plan, right?” 
 
At this point, Defango admitted his own 
involvement in the hoax, saying: 
 
“I was turbo [another member linked to 
both Dreamcatcher and Microchip], and 
I was giving you the plan, so this is 
where it gets weird. Depending on how 
this whole Qanon thing turns out, I hope 
we don’t get thrown in jail. I think we’re 
fine”.  
 
“We were smart about it though” Brower 
replied. “Because [through Q] we just 
mainly asked general questions. The 
mistake that all these crazy people 
made was making up codes to it, I 
mean, how much time have you really 
got on your hands that you could 
contrive something like that?” 
 
“I remember after the initial happenings, 
people started getting onto this stuff” 
said Defango. “I was like ‘alright, we’ve 
got to cut this shit out. This is a social 
movement – a social movement has 
been born. But what are these people 
now going to do? And at the same time 
I’m having to deal with the other side, 
people asking me like ‘have you seen 
all this Qanon shit?’, and I’m like ‘no 

man, fuck that shit’ (laughs). It was 
difficult”.  
 
“Yeah, because you can’t comment 
about it” said Brower. “I had, like, 
random people saying ‘what’s 
Qanon?’, and I’m just laughing on the 
inside. 
 
“There are going to be people who are 
in denial. That’s the one thing, thinking 
about this over the time I’ve taken to 
sort of veg about this – how do we go 
about that?” 
 
“We just wanted to get people 
engaged because at the time there 
were rumblings of Flynn [being 
investigated], Manafort [Trump’s 
Campaign Manager who was 
imprisoned], things like that. It was 
getting a little hot. So the idea was to 
maybe get morale back up to a level 
where people aren’t freaked out and 
demoralized. That was the original 
plan behind it.  
 
There wasn’t any ulterior motive. It 
was literally going to be one post on 
4Chan and that was going to be it, and 
then it blew-up, because your 
[Defango’s] dumbass decided to do a 
lot of crazy stuff”.  
 
Adding to his account, Bower said: 
“My belief is that me doing this is to 
sort of send out an apology to those 
people, and say I’m sorry you really 
believed these things, but it’s time to 
come back to reality”. 



 

 

As soon as Posobiec’s report was 
broadcast, diehard Qanon supporters 
began trying to discredit Bower, 
creating fake social media accounts in 
his name, YouTube videos, and wild 
claims ranging from calling Bower a 
‘shill’, to claiming that he was a ‘deep 
state agent’ working for James 
Alefantis’ former partner, David Brock.  
 
Many social media influencers also 
began covering their tracks, deleting 
posts and issuing statements distancing 
themselves from the Qanon movement. 
Among these was Tracy Diaz, AKA 
Tracy Beanz. Yet there involvement 
remained in archives and forgotten 
posts, and they were not missed in 
OAN’s report.  
 
“Microchip and his cohorts dropped off 
on Q posts fairly early on” Posobiec 
said. “But a new crew caught on to the 
OP. This crew brought the Q postings 
first from 4Chan onto a new board 
controlled by themselves on the 
message board 8Chan.  
 
“They began to introduce the aspect of 
‘trip codes’, and changing these trip 
code passwords to validate the Q 
persona. Then they decided to find 
more user-friendly ground by founding 
Reddit pages such as CBTS and ‘The 
Great Awakening’. 
“Along the way, many people came and 
went from the group posting as Qanon. 
Thousands of dollars have been made 
by self-described Q-decoders, while 
others turn the movement into a cheap 

buck by profiting off merchandise and 
paid mobile apps. 
 
“The people currently making the most 
money off Q appear to be the Patriot 
Soapbox group. Numerous times their 
user, Pamphlet Anon (James 
Coleman Rogers) has actively 
revealed himself to have Q’s trip code 
passwords, and has even accidentally 
posted as Q while logged in on 8Chan 
via livestream. 
 
“He also embarrassingly was once 
caught claiming a post was from Q 
that did not contain the actual trip 
code validation. It’s not that hard to 
figure out how he knew about the post 
when no-one else did. He recently set 
up an LLC out of his parent’s home to 
take in more donations from Q 
followers”.  
 
The reason for this takeover of Q 
seems quite clear. With the original Q 
poster gone, Tracy Beanz and her 
group now had no source to base their 
lucrative platforms on. So, as we’ll 
now see, they simply reinvented him 
and transformed Q into a global brand. 
 
After being exposed by Posobiec and 
NBC, Tracy Beanz distanced herself 
from Qanon, stating that it had been 
‘compromised’. So too did Paul 
Furber, AKA ‘BaruchTheScribe’, who 
had initially been one of the main 
influencers and potential a potential 
‘fake Q’. David Seaman, who 
significantly helped to spread 



 

 

Pizzagate, also condemned Qanon – 
Pizzagate’s offshoot – as a scam, in an 
apparent bitter attack during a period of 
several influencers connected with 
Qanon and Pizzagate feuding with one 
another:  
 
“They [Coleman Rogers, his wife 
Christine Urso, and their associates] 
are behind Qanon, which is conning 
citizens out of millions of dollars. They 
have the Qanon trip code, because it’s 
now their own scam, and of course they 
have they password.  
 
“They post as Q on 8Chan and offer to 
decode the Qposts for money. They 
use social engineering to confuse older 
patriots. And if you call them out for 
their scam, they post articles about you 
calling you a paedophile and calling you 
a Satanist. They are trying to silence 
opposition through fear.  
 
“Coleman Rogers has raked in at least 
$1.5 million from this hoax, whereas 
David Joseph Hayes [another of 
Coleman’s accomplices behind The 
Patriot Soapbox and Qanon] has pulled 
in at least $1.2 million.  
 
“They’ll eventually go to prison for 
facilitating a government impersonation 
scam. It has nothing to do with Trump, it 
has nothing to do with any benevolent 
aspect of the government or the 
military… It is an absolute con job run 
by grifters who have criminal records, 
and many, in my opinion, are going 
back to prison for running a government 

scam.” Contacting Ron Watkins of 
8Chan for this report, Watkins initially 
seemed worried after being 
questioned about Coleman now being 
behind Qanon, and 8Chan’s 
involvement in seemingly exploiting 
Qanon to promote its site and attract 
users. Watkins then dodged questions 
that highlighted that he is the site’s 
key administrator and that his father 
owns 8Chan, before refusing to 
answer any further questions.  
 
8Chan’s creator, Fredrick Brennan 
(who left the site following its 
connections to extremism and the rise 
of the Qanon ‘scam’), stated: “Ron’s 
Dad, Jim, owns 8Chan via ‘IsItWetYet 
Inc’, however, Ron is its admin, and of 
course derives his entire income from 
Daddy’s business. I think Ron is also 
behind Qanon”. 

RON WATKINS 



 

 

Furber – who, while an admin for CBTS 
from its inception had suspiciously 
claimed that he was in direct contact 
with ‘Q’, and is likely to have posted 
Qanon posts himself following 
Microchip stepping away - also took a 
step back, writing an extensive rebuttal 
of Qanon and, more recently, focusing 
on promoting a new anon based on Q 
called ‘BigDickAnon’; an account which 
strong evidence suggest he himself 
created and posts through in an attempt 
to once again dupe large numbers of 
the internet community. When 
questioned about this, Furber denied 
any involvement, despite being the only 
person sharing the posts as soon as 
they are published. He then stated: 
“Very very few people on the planet 
have my particular combination of 
interest in chain insiders, programming 
experience & investigative journalism.” 

In an early message sent by another 
‘Baker’, FarmerFunkk, influencers were 
encouraged to promote the Q 
movement by stating that their lucrative 
movement would live on long ‘after Q 
is gone’; and he was right. 
 
Following Furber and Tracy’s 
departure from CBTS, Coleman 
Rogers  added up to $40,000 in 
equipment to upgrade his setup he and 
a small group of admins took over, 
including New York Times Bestselling 
author Dr. Jerome Corsi, who later 
admitted that much of the content in 
Qanon posts had been taken directly 
from his own books. Around this time, 
a Q post included an image of a 
billboard advertising Qanon 
merchandise, providing further 
evidence that the owners of the 
account aren’t just politically-motivated. 

JEROME CORSI AND COLEMAN ROGERS MEETING WITH AN APP DEVELOPER. 
SHORTLY AFTER, THE QANON APP TOPPED GOOGLE’S DOWNLOAD CHART. 



 

 

As the Qanon movement began to 
grow, it soon became clear that it could 
be exploited not only for financial gain, 
but as a powerful political weapon to 
promote support for Donald Trump and 
greatly smear his opponents through a 
campaign of coordinated disinformation. 
 
No two other individuals among the 
Republican cause have better 
credentials for instigating smear 
campaigns and spreading fake news to 
demonise Democrats, than Roger 
Stone and his once staunch ally, Dr. 
Jerome Corsi.  
 
Like Stone, Corsi has long been 
engaged in the murkier side of politics. 
In January 2005, Corsi told the Boston 
Herald that he planned to run for the 
Massachusetts seat  in 2008 as 
a Republican or Independent candidate 
before then aiming higher, saying: 
"Howard Phillips of the Constitution 
Party asked me to consider seriously 

running for president in 2008 and I am 
doing so." After releasing his first book 
and working on WorldNetDaily (a 
conspiracy website that interestingly 
was one of the earliest news sites 
promoting Pizzagate), Jerome Corsi 
was hired by Alex Jones’ InfoWars, 
becoming even closer friends with 
Roger Stone, a fellow co-host who 
had arranged for him to get the job, 
and who – like Corsi – specialized in 
manipulating public opinion against 
democrats through the spreading of 
disinformation and conspiracy 
theories.   
In 2011, Corsi had invented, through 
his book ‘Where’s the Birth 
Certificate?’, the debunked conspiracy 
theory that President Obama was not 
born in America – a false claim that 
both he and Roger Stone heavily 
promoted into the mainstream, even 
after Obama had released his birth 
certificate to the press, proving that he 
was indeed born in the United States.  



 

 

Corsi was also responsible for 
spreading various other conspiracy 
theories, including that a ‘New World 
Order’ run by elites was trying to sell 
America.  
 
Most important to note in relation to 
Pizzagate and Qanon, is that, in 2016 
Corsi was in frequent contact with 
WikiLeaks and Roger Stone, discussing 
the imminent release of the hacked 
Clinton emails and how best to use 
them to their own and the Republican 
Party’s advantage.  
 
Aiding Donald Trump’s campaign by 
smearing the Clintons and John 
Podesta, Roger Stone had already 
released his book claiming that the 
Clinton’s were involved in the ‘abuse of 
women’ – claims that, as with Stones 
other libelous statements and books, 
were later found to have been 
fabricated.  

On July 25th, 2016, Stone emailed 
Corsi, telling him to “get to” Assange in 
the “Ecuadorian Embassy in London 
and get the pending WikiLeaks 
“emails.” 

Corsi forwarded this email to an 
“overseas individual.” Reportedly, this is 
Ted Malloch, a UK-based Trump 
supporter and author. 

On July 31st, 2016, Stone wrote to 
Corsi that Malloch “should see” 
Assange. 

 

On August 2nd, 2016, Corsi emailed 
Stone claiming knowledge of 
Assange’s plans. “Word is friend in 
embassy plans 2 more dumps. One 
shortly after I’m back [from a trip in 
Europe]. 2nd in Oct. Impact planned to 
be very damaging..” Corsi continued: 
“Would not hurt to start suggesting 
HRC old, memory bad, has stroke — 
neither he nor she well.  

I expect that much of next dump 
focus, setting stage for [Clinton] 
Foundation debacle.” 

Shortly after this, during Clinton’s 
campaign against Trump, Corsi began 
using his online contacts to push the 
false claim that Clinton was keeping it 
a secret that she was of ill health and 
had potentially had a stroke – another 
claim that both he and Roger Stone 
pushed into the mainstream, despite it 
also being debunked.  
 
Upon the release of the hacked 
Podesta emails, the existence of 
which Corsi and Stone had been 
aware of and seem to have helped 
facilitate behind the scenes, the 
Pizzagate conspiracy – mimicking 
much of Corsi’s and Stone’s previous 
conspiracy theory narratives – quickly 
went into full swing, taking mundance 
emails and spinning them into wild 
accusations pertaining to baseless 
paedophile rings and other illegal 
activity.  
 
 



 

 

In 2018, as American Intelligence 
began to establish that Russia had tried 
to influence the 2016 election of Donald 
Trump through various cyber hacks and 
allegedly leading supporters of the 
Trump campaign, Corsi and Stone’s 
involvement came under suspicion and 
both were subpoenaed by 
Robert Mueller to be investigated in 
what would later be known as the 
‘Mueller investigation’.  
 
Covering his tracks, Corsi “deleted from 
his computer all email correspondence 
that predated October 11th, 2016.” 
(This date is a few days after WikiLeaks 
started posting the Podesta emails on 
October 7, 2016). 

As investigators began to dig deep into 
his and Stone’s correspondence and 
connections with Russian-backed 
WikiLeaks, Corsi told Stone through 
email: “You may be defending yourself 
too much — raising new questions that 
will fuel new inquiries. This may be a 
time to say less, not more.” 

Mueller’s special counsel’s team also 
recorded that Corsi knowingly made 
several false statements during the 
investigation, telling them he had 
declined Stone’s request to get in touch 
with WikiLeaks. (He actually forwarded 
the request to Ted Malloch). Corsi also 
told investigators that Stone never 
asked him to put anyone else in touch 
with WikiLeaks. (Stone actually told him 
Malloch should see Assange). 

With his lies unraveling, Corsi’s 
connections to the promotion of 
Pizzagate, to the renowned smear-
merchant Roger Stone, and to 
WikiLeaks (who also, while in contact 
with Corsi, began posting false 
information on WikiLeaks’ Twitter 
account to intentionally promote 
Pizzagate), the heat was too much, 
and Corsi moved onto pioneering and 
promoting other conspiracy theories – 
most notably Qanon, where he began 
working with Coleman Rogers. 

Media interest in the curious, perhaps 
illegal activities of Jermoe Corsi and 
Roger Stone – Trump’s main long-
term smear merchant – is beginning to 
increase, with Corsi and Stone’s 
implication in Russian collusion and 
potentially conspiring, even designing, 
conspiracy theories such as 
Pizzagate. to smear political 
opponents and aid Donald Trump’s 
campaign, coming under the spotlight, 
yet still not receiving the attention it 
both deserves and urgently requires. 



 

 



 

 

10. CLICK-BAIT TO CULT 



 

 

Qanon Goes Mainstream 
 
 
With the help of Dr. Jerome Corsi as an 
administrator of CBTS (before he once 
again took a step back after his 
involvement fell under suspicion), 
Qanon was promoted exponentially, 
with Coleman Rogers staying on to 
oversee the operation, turning Qanon 
into its current form – a lucrative, 
powerful mass online cult based on wild 
conspiracy theories and political 
brainwashing. 
 
Qanon supporters can often be found to 
display mottos or slogans in their social 
media account bios, the most popular 
options being influenced by posts 
originally spread by ‘The Bakers’: 
‘WWG1WGA’ (Where We Go One We 
Go All), ‘Redpilled’, ‘Truther’, 
‘adrenochrome’, or simply the letter ‘Q’.  
 

Dangerous in many ways, Qanon has 
inspired terrorism, including recent 
extreme-right terrorists such as Tobias 
Rathjen, who carried out the Hanau 
shisha bar killings in Germany in 
February 2020 and wrote in his 
manifesto and suicide note that he 
believed the conspiracy theory that 
‘satanic elites rule the world and traffic 
children’.  
 
An FBI Intelligence Bulletin memo 
from the Phoenix Field Office dated 
May 30, 2019 identified QAnon-driven 
extremists as a domestic 
terrorism threat, the first time a fringe 
conspiracy theory had been labeled as 
such.  
 
The memo cited a number of arrests 
related to QAnon, some of which had 
not been publicized before: "The FBI 
assesses these conspiracy theories 



 

 

very likely will emerge, spread, and 
evolve in the modern information 
marketplace, occasionally driving both 
groups and individual extremists to 
carry out criminal or violent acts." 
 
According to testimony before 
Congress in May by the assistant 
director of the FBI's counterterrorism 
director, Michael G. McGarrity, the 
Bureau divides domestic terrorism 
threats into four primary categories, 
"racially motivated violent extremism, 
anti-government/anti-authority 
extremism, animal rights/environmental 
extremism, and abortion extremism," 
which includes both pro-choice and 
anti-abortion extremists. The fringe 
conspiracy theory threat is closely 
related to the anti-government/anti-
authority subject area. 
 
An under-reported QAnon-related 
incident was mentioned in the memo: 
the arrest of a California man on 
December 19, 2018 with bomb-making 
materials in his car, which he intended 
to use to "blow up a satanic temple 
monument" in the Springfield, 
Illinois Capitol rotunda in order to 
"make Americans aware of Pizzagate 
and the New World Order, who were 
dismantling society." 
 
On 15th June, 2018, Matthew Phillip 
Wright of Henderson, Nevada, was 
arrested on terrorism and other charges 
for driving an armored truck, containing 
an AR-15 and handgun, to the Hoover 
Dam and blocking traffic. Phillip said he 

was on a mission involving QAnon to 
demand the DOJ urgently  "release 
the OIG report" on the conduct of FBI 
agents during the investigation 
into Hillary Clinton's use of a private 
email server.  
 
Since a copy of the OIG report had 
been released the day prior, the man 
had been motivated by a Q "drop" 
which claimed the released version of 
the OIG report had been heavily 
modified and that Trump possessed a 
more damning version but had 
declined to release it. In video 
recorded inside his armored truck, 
Wright expressed disappointment that 
Trump had not honored a "duty" to 
"lock certain people up," asking him to 
"uphold your oath”. On July 29th, 
2018, Q posted a link to Stormy 
Daniels' attorney Michael Avenatti's 
website and photos of his Californian 
office building, along with the 
message, "Buckle up!". The 
anonymous poster then shared the 
picture of an as-of-yet unidentified 
man, appearing to be holding a 
cellphone in one hand, and a long thin 
object in the other, standing in the 
street near Avenatti's office, adding 
that a message "had been sent". 
 
This sparked an investigation by 
the Newport Police Department. On 
July 30, Avenatti asked his Twitter 
followers to contact the Newport 
Beach Police Department if they "have 
any details or observed" the man in 
the picture. 



 

 

According to his defense attorney, 
Comello had become obsessed with 
QAnon theories, believing Cali was a 
member of a "deep state," and was 
convinced he "was enjoying the 
protection of President Trump himself" 
to place Cali under citizen's arrest. 
Confronting Cali outside his Staten 
Island home, Comello allegedly shot 
Cali ten times. At his first court 
appearance, Comello displayed QAnon 
symbols and phrases and 
"MAGA forever" scrawled on his hand in 
pen. 
 
In April 2020, Jessica Prim was 
arrested carrying several knives after 
live-streaming her attempt to "take out" 
presidential nominee Joe Biden. Prim 
was arrested in New York City on a pier 
where she appeared to have been 
trying to get to the U.S. Navy Hospital 
Ship Comfort. 
 
Before the incident, there had been 
baseless QAnon conspiracies revolving 
around the ship claiming it to be used 
by a cabal of pedophiles. During her 
arrest, Prim was shown reportedly 
crying and asked police "Have you guys 
heard about the kids?". 
  
Prior to the arrest, Prim created a 
Facebook post stating that Hillary 
Clinton and Biden “need to be taken 
out.” and that "Hillary Clinton and her 
assistant, Joe Biden and Tony 
Podesta need to be taken out in the 
name of Babylon!" Prim wrote. "I can’t 
be set free without them gone. Wake 

me up!!!!!" Prim's Facebook page was 
filled with references to QAnon. She 
encouraged her Facebook followers to 
check out QAnon "clues". In a video 
posted just hours before her arrest, 
Prim ranted about a video that she 
believed depicted Hillary Clinton and 
an aide murdering a child. 
 
In general, Qanon supporters not only 
fit the psychological profile previously 
mentioned in this report, but in fact 
often represent an extreme form of 
that profile – obsessively and 
imaginatively attributing bizarre 
interpretations to innocent symbols 
and statements and fiercely doxxing 
anyone who challenges their 
movement or its claims; claims that 
originate from ominous online threads. 
 
Qanon’s main accounts post 
intentionally vague cryptic threads, 
known as ‘Q-drops’, or less commonly 
as ‘crumbs’. These tend to take the 
form of prophetic riddles with 
religiously influenced undertones.  
 
Q-drops can hold similarities in style 
to the Quatrains of Nostradamus, yet 
are far more simplified and ominous – 
often using grains of truth woven into 
wild, fictitious claims.  
Like the horoscopes one finds printed 
in a newspaper or cheap magazine, 
Q-drops are made to appear insightful 
through indistinct statements that can 
be attributed to a wide range of events 
or circumstances.  
 



 

 

In the case of Qanon, however, the 
reader is not only left to be the 
interpreter, but finds themselves 
morphing into amateur sleuths – daily 
digesting threads and carrying out 
further online research to contribute 
further to the conspiracy theory with the 
aim of helping to expose the alleged 
satanic cabal. 
 
Author Walter Kirn has described Q as 
an innovator among conspiracy 
theorists in his approach of enthralling 
his readers with 'clues' rather than 
directly presenting his claims:  
 
"The audience for internet narratives 
doesn’t want to read, it wants to write. It 
doesn’t just want answers provided, it 
wants to search for them." 
 
This method has proven extremely 
effective. Not only does it appeal to the 
human mind’s frequent desire to 
problem solve or ‘treasure hunt’, but it 
also provides Qanon with an excuse for 

not providing verifiable facts or 
elaboration in their threads. 
 
Examples of the style and format of Q-
drops can be seen on the following 
pages. Q's posting campaign has a 
history of false, baseless, and 
unsubstantiated claims.  
 
Beginning with the first posts 
incorrectly predicting Hillary Clinton's 
imminent arrest and followed by more 
false allegations, such as claiming 
that North Korean Supreme Leader is 
a puppet ruler installed by the CIA, Q's 
posts have intentionally become more 
cryptic and vague, allowing followers 
to map their own beliefs onto them. 
 
Some of Q's other false allegations 
include his February, 2018 claim 
that U.S. Representative and 
former DNC chairwoman Debbie 
Wasserman 
Schultz hired Salvadoran gang MS-
13 to murder DNC staffer Seth Rich 
(suspiciously a claim that was 
instigated by Jerome Coris), and their 
March 1st, 2018 apparent suggestion 
that German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel is the granddaughter of Adolf 
Hitler. A July 7th, 2018 article 
published in The Daily Beast also 
noted that Q falsely claimed that 
"each mass shooting is a false-
flag attack organized by the cabal".  
 
Other beliefs held by QAnon 
adherents include that Barack Obama, 
Hillary Clinton, George Soros, and 

COMELLO DISPLAYS THE Q 
SYMBOL IN COURT 



 

 

others are planning a coup while simultaneously involved as members of an 
international child sex trafficking ring. According to this idea, the Mueller 
investigation is actually a counter-coup led by Donald Trump, who pretended to 
collude with Russia in order to hire Robert Mueller to secretly investigate the 
Democrats. Another recurring theme is that certain Hollywood stars are 
pedophiles and that the Rothschild families are leaders of a satanic cult. 
 
On multiple occasions, when proven wrong, Q has conveniently dismissed his 
false claims and incorrect predictions as willful misinformation, claiming that 
"disinformation is necessary".  
 
This has led Australian psychologist Stephan Lewandowsky to emphasize the 
"self-sealing" quality of the conspiracy theory, highlighting its anonymous 
purveyor's use of plausible deniability and noting that evidence against the theory 
"can become evidence of [its] validity in the minds of believers". 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

“A series of individuals posing as a 
high-level government officer called Q 
have been leading hundreds of 
thousands of Americans into a matrix of 
esoteric conspiracy theories, fantasies, 
and promises of an ultimate victory for 
Trump against all his enemies” said 
journalist Georgi Boorman. “Q promises 
that Trump will ‘drain the swamp’ and 
round up thousands and thousands of 
corrupt government officials and 
pedophiles and, along with Hillary 
Clinton, they will be locked-up” said 
journalist  Q promises a LOT of things, 
including that the truth will win out – that 
I agree with; Q is not to be trusted and 
neither are any of the people promoting 
Q as a source of truth or hope for our 
country.  
 
“Q has offered failed predictions 
multiple times. The very first Q post on 
October 28th said that Hillary Clinton 
would have her passport flagged on 
October 30th, 2017, and that her 
extradition was already underway. That 
didn’t happen. Q said to expect riots on 
that day. They never appeared. Q said 
the future proves the past, but futures 
that didn’t happen simply proved Q’s 
lies. Q also said that Novemeber 3rd 
and 4th, 2017, would ‘deliver on the 
MAGA promise’ and that the President 
would clean house and demonstrate his 
authority. Nothing happened. Then Q 
said that on November 3rd, a state of 
temporary military control would be 
instituted and special ops carried out. Q 
warned about organized public riots and 
the initiation of the emergency 

broadcast system. Do you recall any 
of this happening, or did we 
conveniently get sucked into a parallel 
universe right before Q’s shocking 
prediction came to fruition? 
 
“Since those days, Q has become 
much more vague in its methodology, 
often just posting two or three word 
phrases and nebulous language to 
guide their followers. They probably 
couldn’t believe their luck that so 
many people were willing to overlook 
their failed predictions and didn’t want 
to squander their long con opportunity 
with more of the same.  
 
“The folks behind Q have also posted 
several fake images. In May, Q posted 
a photo of a supposed executive order 
and said ‘follow the pen’. But the 
photoshop was really bad” [The image 
Q had posted claiming to show the 
White House Order in question was 
analysed and found to have had the 
White House seal clearly edited onto 
an image of a piece of paper, along 
with various embarrassing errors 
highlighted in Q’s attempt to add text 
to the image to mislead followers into 
believing it was an official document].  
 
“On July 3rd, Q supposedly posts a 
glimpse of Trump’s office aboard Air 
Force One via a reflection in an 
Iphone. But it was found to be just a 
transparent overlay of a section of a 
photo taken aboard Air Force One in 
2015. Q then tried to cover this up 
[once people began pointing out the 
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deception] by saying ‘trolling is fun’.  
 
“On July 27th, Q posted an image of a 
streak of light over Whidbey Island, 
Washington, saying ‘unauthorised 
misile fired. Missile threat activated’. It 
was actually a picture of an ambulance 
helicopter taking off, according to the 
man who took the photo. This was 
corroborated by flight data and was 
taken six weeks previously”. 
 
Interestingly, Jordan Sather, who 
accumulated 185,000 followers and 
Twitter and continues to profit 
substantially through his YouTube 
channel and other outlets by promoting 
Qanon, was one of the early promoters 
of the fake news helictopter Q post.  
 
Sather was also alluded to by Microchip 
as being another potential scammer 
who took over the  Q posts to monetize 
on the Qanon movement.   
 
In December 2019, a survey for this 
report sampled 300 Qanon supporters, 
each of whom volunteered through 
various Qanon Facebook groups to 
take a survey so as to provide a better 
understanding of the psychology and 
common trends within the movement.  
 
Some of the results of this survey – the 
first of its kind on the subject - can be 
read below: 
 
When asked how long they had 
supported the Qanon movement, 39% 
of those surveyed claimed to have 

supported it for over three years, 16% 
said between one and two years, and 
55% under one year.  
 
Asked for their religious affiliation, 
64% stated that they were Christian, 
23% were atheist, 11% were agnostic, 
and 0% were Muslim, 1% were 
Jewish, and 1% selected ‘other’.  
 
To ascertain any underlining personal 
or social problems that contributed to 
their support for Qanon, participants in 
the survey were asked how content 
they were with their daily lives  on a 
scale of 1-10, with 1 being extremely 
dissatisfied and 10 being extremely 
satisfied. The average score was 4. 
 
Asked whether they believed that the 
world was ruled by a secret cabal of 
Satanic paedophiles, 98% said yes, 
0% said no, and 2% said that they 
were undecided. 
 
55% said that they opposed 
vaccinations. 31% said that they were 
not opposed to vaccines. 14% said 
that they were undecided.  
 
16% said that they believed 5G was 
safe. 73% said that they believed it 
was not safe. 11% said that they were 
undecided.  
 
33% said that they believed the Sandy 
Hook Massacre was staged by the 
United States Government. 28% 
stated that they did not believe it was 
staged. 39% said that they were 



 

 

undecided. Of those sampled, 100% 
stated that they had heard of Pizzagate. 
 
Asked where they had first heard about 
Pizzagate, 87% stated they had read 
about it on social media. Of these, 41% 
claimed to have first heard of the 
conspiracy theory via Facebook, 13% 
via YouTube, 17% via Qanon posts and 
Qanon supporter forums, 20% via 
4Chan, 7% via Reddit, and 2% stated 
that they could not remember.  
 
96% of those sampled stated they 
believed that the Pizzagate conspiracy 
theory was genuine, with 3% stating 
they did not, and 1% stating they were 
unsure.  
Asked if they believed Hillary Clinton 
was involved in child sexual trafficking, 
93% said yes, 3% said no, and 4% said 
that they were undecided.  
 
Asked if they believed there were child 
sex traffickers among the Democratic 
Party, 98% said yes.  
 
Asked if they believed there were child 
sex traffickers among the Republican 
Party, 89% said no, 2% said yes, and 
9% said that they were unsure.  
 
Of the 300 sampled, 97% stated that 
they believed Donald Trump is aware of 
Pizzagate and is working behind the 
scenes to expose it.  
 
Of the 300 sampled, a staggering 82% 
stated that they believed the gunman 
who attacked the pizza parlor linked to 

Pizzagate was part of a state-
sponsored false flag to silence the 
Qanon movement’s ‘investigation’ into 
the conspiracy.  
 
When asked who they believe is 
behind the Q movement, 66% stated 
they believed it to be General Mike 
Flynn, 15% said Donald Trump, 7% 
selected ‘other’ and included their own 
choices, ranging from Roger Stone or 
a rogue CIA agent, to a military 
intelligence officer or even the 
deceased President JFK, whom some 
followers of Qanon believe was not 
actually assassinated, but will return 
alongside Donald Trump upon the 
initiation of ‘The Storm’. 20%  were 
uncertain. 
 
Hours after a published report in 
August 2019 in which the FBI 
determined QAnon to be a potential 
source of domestic terrorism (the first 
time a fringe conspiracy theory had 
been so rated by the agency) a man 
warming up the crowd before Trump 
spoke at a rally used the QAnon 
motto, "where we go one, we go all", 
later denying it was a QAnon 
reference. 
 
President Trump himself has 
frequently retweeted pro-Qanon 
accounts, giving a false sense of 
validity to such accounts; and Trump’s 
son has previously tweeted alluding to 
his belief that Ellen DeGeneres was a 
CIA agent (perhaps not-so-
coincidently, this tweet was posted 



 

 

moments after DeGeneres criticized the 
president on live television).  
 
Other ‘blue tick’ Twitter profiles have 
similarly helped promote such 
conspiracy theories and thus given the 
public a false sense that they are 
credible.  
 
On 30th December 2019, as basketball 
player Andrew Bogut recovered from a 
knee injury, members of /r/The 
Donald community on Reddit promoted 
a false theory that his injury was 
connected to his alleged connection to 
Pizzagate. 
 
During 2019, Jonathan Albright, an 
assistant professor of media analytics 
at Elon University, said that a 
disproportionate number of tweets 
about Pizzagate came from the Czech 
Republic, Cyprus, and Vietnam, and 
that some of the most 
frequent retweeters were bots. 
 
Qanon then began ‘upping its game’, 
posting more and more vague ‘Q drops’ 
on 4Chan and claiming that it had 
inside information that would fully 
expose the ‘satanic paedophile ring of 
world elites’. Each Q drop is simply a 
vague, almost Nostradamus-like riddle 
that frequently references Pizzagate 
and other conspiracy theories.  
 
Within a matter of months, Qanon 
increased its following ten-fold by 
essentially hijacking and resurrecting 
the pizzagate conspiracy; becoming its 

main promoter and having many far-
right politicians and republicans 
openly support it as a valuable tool to 
smear their political opponents.  
 
On 28th December 2017, the Russian 
government-funded television 
network RT aired a segment 
discussing "QAnon revelations", 
referring to the anonymous poster as 
a "secret intelligence operative inside 
the Trump administration known by 
QAnon". 
 
On 9th January, 2018, Fox 
News commentator Sean 
Hannity shared QAnon-related 
material on his Twitter account.  
 
On 13th of March, 2018, ‘Operation 
Rescue’ vice president and anti-
abortion activist Cheryl 
Sullenger referred to QAnon as a 
"small group of insiders close to 
President Donald J. Trump" and called 
his internet postings the "highest level 
of intelligence to ever be dropped 
publicly in our known history".  
 
On 15th March 2018, Kiev-
based Rabochaya Gazeta, the official 
newspaper of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, published an article calling 
QAnon a "military intelligence group".  
 
On 31st March, U.S. actress Roseanne 
Barr appeared to promote the 
conspiracy theory, which was 
subsequently covered by CNN, The 
Washington Post, and The New York 



 

 

Times. On 28th June, 2018, 
a Time magazine article listed the 
anonymous "Q" among the 25 Most 
Influential People on the Internet in 
2018. Counting more than 130,000 
related discussion videos on 
YouTube, Time cited the wide range of 
this conspiracy theory and its more 
prominent followers and spreading 
news coverage. 
 
On 4th July, 2018, the Hillsborough 
County Republican Party shared on its 
official Facebook and Twitter accounts 
a YouTube video on QAnon, calling 
QAnon a "mysterious anonymous inside 
leaker of deep state activities and 
counter activities by President Trump". 
The posts were then deleted following a 
backlash.  
 

On 1st August, 2018, following the en 
masse presence of QAnon supporters 
at the July 31 Trump 
rally in Tampa, Florida, MSNBC news 
anchors Hallie Jackson, Brian Williams, 
and Chris Hayes dedicated a portion of 
their respective television programs to 
the conspiracy theory.  
 
PBS NewsHour also ran a segment 
dedicated to the conspiracy theory the 
following day. 
 
On 2nd August, Washington 
Post editorial writer Molly Roberts 
stated: "The storm QAnon truthers 
predict will never strike because the 
conspiracy that obsesses them doesn’t 
exist. But while they wait for it, they’ll try 

to whip up the winds, and the rest of 
us will struggle to find shelter." 
 
On 4th July, 2020, former National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn posted 
a video to his Twitter account of him 
leading others in an oath with the 
QAnon motto, "Where we go one, we 
go all." Flynn also accepted a painting 
of himself as a gift from a popular 
artist known for promoting Qanon.  
 
In November 2016, Michael Flynn, 
then on President-Elect Donald 
Trump's transition team and Trump's 
designate for National Security 
Advisor, posted multiple tweets on 
Twitter containing conspiratorial 
material regarding Hillary Clinton. 
They alleged that Clinton's campaign 
manager, John Podesta, drank the 
blood and bodily fluids of other 
humans in Satanic rituals, which  soon 
morphed into the '#pizzagate' 
conspiracy theory involving Comet 
Ping Pong.  
 

On 2nd November, 2016, Flynn 
tweeted a link to a story with 
unfounded accusations and wrote, "U 
decide - NYPD Blows Whistle on New 
Hillary Emails: Money Laundering, 
Sex Crimes w Children, etc ... MUST 
READ!" The tweet was shared by over 
9,000 people, but was deleted from 
Flynn's account sometime during 
December 12–13, 2016. 
 
In a clear attempt to drum up support 
for the Republican cause, Flynn has 



 

 

since made several references to 
Qanon online.  
 
An app called "QDrops" which 
promoted the conspiracy theory was 
published on the Apple App 
Store and Google Play and further 
helped push the conspiracy theory into 
the mainstream. It became the most 
popular paid app in the "entertainment" 
section of Apple's online store in April 
2018, and the tenth most popular paid 
app overall.  
 
In the app, the Pizzagate conspiracy 
was heavily promoted and once again 
gained mass traction.  
 
In the June of the same year, the mass 
hysteria surrounding imaginary satanic 
paedophile rings led to an armed group 
called Veterans on Patrol to make 
claims online that a homeless camp in 
Tucson, Arizona, was a secret lair used 
by the group’s leader, Michael Lewis 
Arthur Meyer, said he had stumbled 
upon the encampment after blowing a 
tire on an interstate highway.  
 
Meyer said his group went searching for 
homeless veterans in a wooded area of 
private property on an old cement plant. 
The group found an encampment with 
tarps tied to trees amid general debris 
and clothing, as well as children’s items 
and an underground portion of the 
camp — an old tank that had been 
partially buried — that Meyer said was 
evidence that children were being held 
prisoner.  

Meyer also pointed to straps on trees 
as evidence that they had found a 
“rape tree." 
 
Qanon supporters became gripped by 
the group’s claims and began to 
embellish the conspiracy even further 
by spreading viral posts connecting 
the alleged child sex trafficking camp 
to the Rothschilds, Bill Gates, and 
George Soros. 
 
Infowars then heavily promoted the 
story to its millions of viewers and 
falsely claimed that the camp was 
linked to Hillary and Bill Clinton. 
 
The Tucson Police Department told 
NBC News that it had sent officers, 
detectives and a command staff to 
investigate but found “no indication” 
that the camp was being used for 
anything criminal, including human 
trafficking, and was simply a homeless 
camp. When Veterans on Patrol 
claimed bodies might be buried on the 
site, the police sent a cadaver dog, 
which found no such evidence. 



 

 

11. THE EPSTEIN EFFECT 



 

 

Despite the ongoing scandal 
surrounding Jeffrey Epstein not being 
predicted by Qanon or Pizzagate-
peddlers, conspiracy theorists continue 
to use the Epstein case as ‘proof’ to 
support their already debunked claims, 
and has drawn further online interest in 
Qanon.  
 
“I definitely see it as a moment of 
vindication,” David Seaman, a chief 
proponent of the so-called Pizzagate 
conspiracy theory, told me. “I think this 
is a turning point.” 

“This is just the beginning,” said Liz 
Crokin, a prominent QAnon devotee. 
“The storm is officially here.”  
 
“I think I’ve been unnecessarily 
maligned,” said Mike Cernovich, a right-
wing social-media personality who has 
claimed that every A-list actor in 

Hollywood is a pedophile. “This shows 
I’m doing real things”. As journalist 
Mckay Coppins stated: "The notion 
that the Epstein case somehow 
Validates every outlandish assertion 
uttered by the tinfoil-hat brigade is 
absurd.  

“But squint at the recent headlines and 
you’ll see a story—about abuse of 
power, and elite impunity, and moral 
rot in the ruling class—that helps 
explain why a certain breed of 
conspiracy theorist has gained so 
much traction in this political moment. 

Mimicking previous conspiracy stories, 
Qanon supporters began spreading a 
series of baseless claims, hoax-
riddled memes, and – directly copying 
the debunked claim in Pizzagate – the 
belief that a secret subterranean 
chamber exists beneath a ‘temple’ on 



 

 

Epstein’s private island that was used 
by Hillary Clinton and other world elites 
to secretly traffic and sacrifice children 
to Satan. and to drink abducted 
children’s blood.  
 
This has become perhaps their most 
popular conspiracy theory to date, and 
the long-known fact that Epstein had 
entertained the Clintons and other 
celebrities, and the release of his ‘black 
book’, further fueled the conspiracy.  
 
Yet conveniently, the endless peddlers 
of Pizzagate and the conspiracy 
surrounding Epstein’s Island, being 
predominantly right-wing, only ever 
accuse democrat politicians or 
celebrities with left-wing political 
ideologies, and completely ignore the 
many pro-Trump/conservative figures 
listed in the book or connected to 
Epstein.  
 
An example of this is Q supporter’s 
main protagonist, President Trump, who 
was connected to Epstein more than 
most recorded in Epstein’s black book; 
who attended parties where just he, 
Epstein, and a throng of young glamour 
models partied in private, is recorded 
on Epstein’s flight logs, has an ongoing 
rape accusation currently going through 
the court process, has been accused by 
two women of being raped by him and 
Epstein, who publicly once stated that 
Epstein ‘likes his girls very young’, and 
whose name and contact details are 
one of the very few that Epstein circled 
in ink.  

But these facts – not fitting Qanon’s 
narrative – is (despite of course not 
proving any wrongdoing by the 
President) completely ignored, and 
only liberals and their celebrity 
supporters find themselves being 
libeled with accusations of Satan 
worship, paedophilia, and being 
involved in Epstein’s evil escapades.  

Following the suspicious death of 
Epstein, Trump had been boosting the 
conspiracy theory that the convicted 
sex offender was somehow killed by 
Bill Clinton. 

This was far from the only theory to 
spread about the Epstein case.  

Opponents of Trump, for 
example, used the hashtag 
#TrumpBodyCount to imply that the 
president was involved in Epstein’s 
death to cover-up his own alleged 
involvement.  

But even before his death, speculation 
about how the money manager 
actually made his fortune abounded, 
with some wondering if his real 
business was actually the blackmail of 
powerful men. 

Some of these theories are more 
credible than others; there is some 
evidence, for instance, that Epstein 
intended to blackmail his associates.  

But overall, the circumstances of 
Epstein’s life and career are 
essentially tailor-made to produce 



 

 

conspiracy theories. Making nonsensical connections between Epstein and other 
isolated cases, once again, along with Epstein-related conspiracy memes, 
Pizzagate reemerged on social media. 



 

 



 

 

CASE STUDY: KIRBY SOMMERS 

One group (majorly overlooked in 
discussions on the issue) whom my 
research has found to be more 
susceptible to believing in conspiracy 
theories relating to satanic paedophile 
rings, are victims of paedophilia 
themselves.  
 
Victims understandably seem to thrive 
on the sense of support they receive 
from conspiracy-based communities, 
particularly Qanon; with Qanon 
supporters providing them with the 
comfort in knowing that they are being 
not only believed but defended – that a 
enormous safety network exists, ready-

made for survivors of sexual abuse.  
 
Some abuse victims may also find 
themselves emboldened by the 
platform provided to them, with certain 
individuals – influenced by the 
egotistical and attention-seeking 
nature of social media – even going 
on to dedicate their profiles to 
expounding Qanon-related conspiracy 
theories. 
 
This also provides a false sense of 
opportunity to get revenge against the 
type of sexual criminality that they 
themselves were once victim to, as 
well as a renewed purpose in life to 
help other victims by exposing 
abusers.  



 

 

Many also find themselves drawn 
deeper into belief in the Qanon 
conspiracy as it provides a convenient, 
simplified explanation for their own 
abuse and an ‘end game’ – that there 
are ‘dark forces’ conspiring to abuse 
young women and children; a collective 
rather than sparse, individual enemy 
that can be unanimously brought down 
and finally defeated via a united effort 
from ‘truthers’.  
 
The promotion of Qanon and 
Pizzagate-type conspiracies also gives 
false validity to conspiracy theories, 
thus attracting further attention to the 
movement and generating fresh recruits 
to its cause and ideology.  
During research, while interviewing 
several Qanon supporters who had 
previously experienced varying forms of 
sexual abuse – either in childhood or 
early adulthood – there was found a 
pattern consisting of the above 
predominant traits; particularly in one 
Kirby Sommers, a conspiracy theorist 
who claims to have been used as a sex 
slave in New York.  
 
Sampling 100 of Kirby Sommers’ 
tweets, 43% were found to contain 
conspiracy theories presented as fact, 
including libel in varying degrees of 
seriousness. Among these tweets 
promoting conspiracy theories, 31% 
related to Qanon and Jeffrey Epstein, 
with the predominant theme being that 
a satanic paedophilic cabal were 
trafficking children and young women.  
 

Accusations from Sommers included 
claims that Stephen Hawking – 
despite having been completely 
unable to move his body – had joined 
Jeffrey Epstein in raping young 
children on Epstein’s island.  
 
Sommers has close relationships with 
other victims such as Epstein survivor 
Maria Farmer, and has influenced 
much of their online narrative, 
including her claims that Ghislaine 
Maxwell worshipped Satan and that 
various celebrities were also involved.  
 
Working with Shaun Attwood – a 
popular conspiracy theorist and 
YouTuber who has previously been 
exposed as having shared libelous 
and false material – Kirby Sommers 
was the key proponent in spreading a 
viral claim that NBC bigwig Steve 
Burke was a paedophile.  
During an investigation into Sommers, 
the video that she and others had 
made viral was examnined – a video 
peddled by one John Mark Dougan, a 
former Florida Police Officer in exile in 
Russia, who claimed he owned a 
series of CCTV tapes taken from 
Epstein’s Florida home.  
These tapes had gained worldwide 
coverage from the press after Dougan 
openly claimed they contained footage 
of Epstein and his famous associates 
engaging in sexual activity with 
minors. During my investigation into 
the tape in question – which Dougan 
and Sommers alleged depicted NBC 
 



 

 

media mogul Steve Burke having sex in 
Epstein’s home with a young girl – I 
discovered that the clip in fact had be 
taken from the pornography site 
Xvideos.com. Upon further analysis I 
was able to prove that the male shown 
in the footage was not Steve Burke and 
that the individuals in the decade-old 
tape were both Spanish and of legal 
age.  
 
Upon presenting this information to 
Sommers and Dougan, both tried to 
insinuate that those who exposed the 
truth about this matter and thus 
disproved thir claims, were ‘members of 
the deep state’, who ‘worked for 
Epstein’, and both continued to promote 
the video and claim that Steve Burke 
was a paedophile while blocking 
multiple accounts on social media who 
shared the findings. 
 
Following these findings, Sommers 
doxxed many individuals, including 
other abuse victims, after they tried to 
challenge her claims, and the author of 
this report was also threatened with 
legal action by Dougan and Sommers.  
 
A popular crime podcaster who had 
helped promote the videos and who 
had claimed he had seen the Epstein 
tapes, also threatened to release 
personal details of those disproving the 
claims to his million-strong audience. 
Interestingly, despite now having been 
proven to have been dishonest about 
possessing CCTV tapes taken from 
Jeffrey Epstein’s Florida home, Mark 

Dougan is now living near Moscow 
after being granted political asylum.  

SHAUN ATTWOOD 

JOHN MARK DOUGAN 



 

 

12. EVOLUTION: 
             

PIZZAGATE TO PEDOGATE TO  PEDOWOOD 



 

 

Just as conspiracy theories have a 
tendency to be nothing more than 
historical regurgitations, Some of 
Pizzagate's proponents have recently 
evolved the conspiracy into two broader 
conspiracies called "Pedogate" and 
“Pedwood”. Satanic Panic itself has 
mutated into Pedo Panic. According to 
these theories, a "satanic cabal of 
elites" of the” New World 
Order” operates international child sex 
trafficking rings. This operation, they 
claim – using a cocktail of isolated 
incidents and fictitious claims - also 
exists throughout Hollywood. 
 
Once again, only left-wing celebrities 
and politicians have been targeted.  
 
While ‘Pedogate’ is simply a 
regurgitation of Pizzagate, consisting of 
the exact same charges yet moving the 

focus away from Comet Ping Pong, 
‘Pedowood’ is heavily influenced by 
isolated cases of paedophilia and 
sexual abuse such as Jeffrey Epstein, 
Harvey Weinstein, and claims made 
by Lost Boys actor Corey Feldman, 
who, for over a decade claimed he 
held information that would expose a 
vast paedophile ring operating in 
Hollywood.  
 
In reality, Feldman had been using 
this claim to raise money from the 
general public, stating that he would 
only reveal the information if he could 
raise a whopping $15 million in public 
donations to make a feature film about 
his life.  
 
The failing actor, when the money had 
been raised through a series of tours, 
donations, and interviews, then 



 

 

released the film ‘My Truth: The Rape 
of Two Cories”. 
 
Yet the self-promoting film revealed that 
Feldman in fact had no such inside 
information, and instead, without 
evidence, accused two other Hollywood 
actors of rape.  
 
The film was made amid fierce 
objections from the mother of the ‘other 
Corey’, whose son had sadly passed 
away. 
 
Following the film’s release, Feldman 
himself was announced to have 
committed sexual assault after 
numerous young women he had hired 
for his promotion tour came forward. 
Feldman is now allegedly in hiding. 
 
Every tweet and claim that was found 
under the hashtag ‘#Pedowood’ on 
Twitter for this report is accompanied by 
either a heavily edited misleading video 
clip or fabricated quotation from a 
celebrity allegedly exposing ‘satanic 
paedophilia’ being rife in Hollywood. 
The most viral of these, which have 
helped to promote the conspiracy 
theory, are easily debunked.  
 
 
CLAIM: In an interview, Mel Gibson 
exposed a ‘satanic paedophile ring’ 
operating in Hollywood 
 

This widely-shared claim is always 
accompanied by a meme containing 
a fake quote stating that the Braveheart 

actor spoke of ‘parasites’ who ‘control 
Hollywood’ that are involved in child 
sacrifice and pedophilia” during a 
2017 appearance on The Graham 
Norton Show. “It’s difficult to 
comprehend, I know, and I’m sorry 
that I am the one to break this to you, 
but Hollywood is an institutionalized 
pedophile ring” he supposedly said. 
“They use and abuse kids for their 
own sick ‘spiritual beliefs,’ if you can 
even call them that. I don’t fully 
understand it myself, but they harvest 
these kids for their energy and feast 
on their blood.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unsurprisingly, Mel Gibson has never 
made such a statement, and it is yet 
another piece of disinformation spread 
by conspiracy theorists. Mel Gibson 
was in fact interviewed on the Graham 
Norton show to promote his latest film 
and to discuss his personal issues.  
 
The full interview can be watched 
here: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5
TyUd3OImc 



 

 

“I can assure you that he never said such a thing,” Alan Nierob, Gibson’s publicist, 
told the fact-checking website Lead Stories.  
 
“In fact I, as well as representatives from Paramount studios, were with Mr. Gibson 
at that taping as well as with him for his entire promo tour, and he never stated that 
nor anything close to resembling those comments, period.” This conspiracy 
originated from a now-deleted 2017 article published by fake news website Your 
News Wire. Your News Wire now goes by NewsPunch, and the article is not 
available on NewsPunch’s new website.  This is just one of many fake quotes 
spread by conspiracy theorists – predominantly in the form of memes – and a fine 
example of how false accusations of paedophilia are being used as powerful 
weapons to condemn entire communities and individuals, almost always to serve 
political agendas.  
 
The main two celebrities whom believers in Pedowood use as proof of support their 
claims are Mel Gibson and Keanu Reeves – often sharing misleading and fact-
resistant memes and fake quotes taken from hoax websites.  



 

 

CLAIM: In an interview, Keanu 
Reeves exposed that Hollywood 
elites drink the blood of children 
 
On the 19th November 2017, 
YourNewsWire published 
an article reporting that actor Keanu 
Reeves had proclaimed “Hollywood 
elites engage in the ritual abuse of 
children and the practice of drinking 
their blood”: 
 
“Hollywood elites use “the blood of 
babies to get high” according to Keanu 
Reeves, who warns that “these people 
believe the more innocent the child, and 
the more it suffered before it died, the 
better the high.“ 

“The revelations that are coming out of 
Hollywood now, I’m telling you, they are 
just the tip of the iceberg,” Keanu 
Reeves said in Milan, Italy, where he 
unveiled three motorbikes that he 
designed for a company that he co-
founded in 2007. 

According to Reeves, the number of 
Hollywood elites who engage in the 
ritual abuse of children and the practice 
of drinking their blood is not 
insignificant. 

“Some of these guys carry around 
bottles of blood. They call it ‘red wine.’ 
But they don’t hide it. From what I 
understand there is a supply chain that 
delivers young children on the regular. 
I’ve heard them refer to times of famine, 
times of feast.“ 

None of this was true. Although 
Reeves had recently attended a 
motorcycle convention in Milan, the 
actor gave no such interview as 
described while there, nor was he 
recorded by any other source (at any 
time or location) as having made 
comments about “Hollywood elites” 
drinking the blood of children.  

This story was completely fabricated 
by YourNewsWire, a fake news site 
that peddles in shamelessly fictional 
clickbait. 

Within days, the false YourNewsWire 
story about Keanu Reeves had been 
pulled and the URL redirected to point 
to a different article on the site. 

YourNewsWire previously ran a 
similarly false story about singer Katy 
Perry’s supposedly having expressed 
a preference for cannibalism. 



 

 

CLAIM: Tom Hanks and Oprah 
Winfrey were placed under 
house arrest for paedophilia 
 
Many attacks by conspiracy theorists 
have recently been directed at Tom 
Hanks – beginning after he openly 
criticized Donald Trump on national 
television.  
 
The most prevallant claim, particularly 
among the Qanon community, is that 
the popular movie star and open 
Democrat supporter had been arrested 
in Australia for involvement in 
paedophilia, with thousands of memes 
and false claims continuing to riddle 
social media to this day.  
 
These claims originated during the 
height of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
while Hanks and numerous other A list 
celebrities had quarantined themselves 
either for protection from the virus or 
because they had contracted it. 
The claim appeared as a post published 
to Facebook by Juha Sawkat on March 
15, 2020, under the title "Please Read 
And Start Opening Your Eyes". It 
opened: 

“Tom Hanks was arrested 48 hours ago 
for Pedophilia and he is currently being 
kept in a hotel room in Australia 
refusing to fly back to USA. Next 
celebrity arrests will be Céline 
Dion,Madonna, Charles Barkley, Kevin 
Spacey - all will claim Corona virus 
infections." 

Hanks was diagnosed with 
coronavirus while filming a movie in 
Australia. He and his wife, Rita 
Wilson, were in the hospital for five 
days. They were then released and 
were recovering together. He was 
never arrested for pedophilia. 
 
As the story went viral, Tom Hanks 
was posting on his Instagram account 
about his quarantine on March 17, 
2020, two days after the Facebook 
post about his arrest. 

The group QAnon seems to have 
started the fake story and included 
both Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and television mogul Oprah 
Winfrey in the conspiracy. 

The Washington Post called out the 
story on March 18, 2020, calling it an 
"unhinged conspiracy theory," after 
Winfrey's name started trending on 
Twitter in connection with a supposed 
arrest. 



 

 

“Late Tuesday night, as results trickled 
in from Democratic primary elections 
and the number of people infected by 
the novel coronavirus continued to 
climb, Oprah Winfrey's name began 
trending on Twitter. 

An unhinged conspiracy theory had 
taken root, claiming that she was 
arrested for her role in a global sex 
trafficking ring. It reached a point where 
Winfrey felt compelled to address the 
rumors, which quickly spread across 
the Internet as people bored and 
trapped at home searched for some 
form of entertainment”. 

Winfrey Tweeted a response to the 
rumor late on March 17, 2020: “Just got 
a phone call that my name is trending. 
And being trolled for some awful FAKE 
thing. It’s NOT TRUE. Haven’t been 
raided, or arrested. Just sanitizing and 
self distancing with the rest of the world. 
Stay safe everyone”.  

Despite the viral claims about Tom 
Hanks, Oprah Winfrey, and many 
other celebrities and left-wing 
politicians spread by Qanon fans 
being debunked, social media users 
continue to cling to the theory, with 
many attempting to link Tom Hanks to 
the recently debunked Wayfair 
conspiracy theory, or attempting to 
suggest an evil reason for Tom Hanks 
posting a photo showing himself with 
a typewriter, ignoring the well-
documented fact that Tom Hanks is an 
avid collector of typewriters and has a 
collection of over 250 of the vintage 
machines.  
 
Many other left-wing personalities 
have found themselves the subject of 
Qanon supporter’s wild and baseless 
claims. 
 
All of these are based solely on 
images innocently showing them with 
young relatives or, in some cases, 
simply for eating pizza or other objects 
that conspiracy theorists wrongly 
associate with evil based on the 
debunked Pizzagate food code words. 
Recently, Paris Hilton was such a 
target, after an old photo was shared 
on social media showing her with a 
relative dressed up as a slice of Pizza 
for a Halloween party.  
 
This led to the socialite being accused 
of paedophilia, drinking the blood of 
children, worshipping Satan, and 
consuming ‘adrenochrome’.  
 



 

 

CLAIM: Tom Hanks is fleeing to 
Greece, where paedophilia is 
considered a disability 
 
 
A more recent claim by believers in 
Pedowood pertains that Tom Hanks 
has decided to move to Greece to 
evade prosecution and because 
‘Greece has legally ruled paedophilia as 
a disability, giving Hanks the 
opportunity to be treated leniently’.  
 
This claim fails at the first hurdle. The 
rumor stems from a proposal by the 
Greek government in January 2012 to 
expand its disability list to include 
various behavioral disorders, such as 
gambling and pyromania. This proposal 
also would have also categorized 
pedophilia as a disability.  
At the time, a number of news outlets 
published articles about the proposed 
changes and noted that disability 
groups were “outraged” about the 
idea. Yet the idea never came to 
fruition, was never adopted, and was 
rightly dropped just two months after 
being proposed. Greece is in fact one of 
the toughest countries in Europe when 
it comes to child abuse, handing down 
minimum ten year sentences to 
offenders – making the claim that 
Hanks would ‘flee’ there to avoid 
prosecution not only illogical, but 
completely false. Other claims relating 
to the umbrella terms ‘Pedogate’ focus 
on Democrat politicians – mainly with 
the aim of demonizing Hillary Clinton 
and former President Barack Obama. 

CLAIM: Convicted paedophile 
Christopher Kloman was a 
friend of the Clintons through 
Kenneth Starr 
 
This is also false. Kloman was a 
maths and geography teacher 
arrested in 2012 for historical child 
abuse.  Kloman has no connection 
with the Clintons. He was indeed a 
friend of Kenneth Starr, who served as 
Solicitor General of the United States. 
Yet Starr was not a friend of the 
Clintons. In fact, Starr was seen as an 
‘enemy’ of the Clintons and was 
responsible for spending four years 
investigating President Bill Clinton 
over the Monika Lewinsky affair and 
for having the President impeached.  
 
CLAIM: Obama was photographed 
acting inappropriately with a young 
girl on his lap 
 
 
A common habit of conspiracy 
theorists is to intentionally take words 
or images out of context, including in 
this claim, which is based on one 
photograph taken from a set of 
several.  
 
Claims accompanying the image 
suggest that the young girl shown is 
unknown to President Obama and that 
him kissing her implies that he is 
sexually attracted to children. In fact, 
the child shown is Obama’s niece, 
Savita, whom Obama has been 
photographed with on numerous 



 

 

occasions throughout her childhood, 
having played an active role in her 
upbringing.  
 
A further image is sometimes also used 
to imply wrongdoing by the Democrat 
President, including one showing him 
and George Clooney on a boat in 
Venice with a small Chinese girl. This 
image is also intentionally misleading, 
with uncropped versions of the 
photographs showing that the boat had 
numerous members of the public 
onboard.  
 

CLAIM: 800,000 children go 
missing in America every year – 
proving that an elitist trafficking 
ring exists 
 
 
Relying on the effectiveness in posting 
misleading memes to influence other 
conspiracy theorists, Pizzagate and 
Qanon supporters can frequently be 
seen sharing the above statistic as 
alleged proof that their wider claims 
are accurate.  
 
In reality, this statistic has intentionally 
been taken out of context, with the full 
stats omitted from all posts. The 
statistic itself comes from 2012, when 
800,000 children were reported 
missing for that year in America.  
 
Of those missing, however, 99% were 
found (the majority having simply run 
away from home). 
 
This figure has also dramatically fallen 
since 2012. 
 
In 2017, 464,324 children went 
missing. 458,682 of these were found 
safe and well. In 2019, 609,275 
children went missing.  
 
Out of that number 607,104 were 
found safe and well or returned home.  
 
Leading agencies across the world 
continue to actively reduce this 
number by working with authorities – 
particularly in third world countries. 
 



 

 

CLAIM: A Video found on Anthony 
Weiner’s laptop shows Hillary 
Clinton and Huma Abedin mutilating 
the face of a child 
 

Conspiracy theory web sites reported 
that Clinton could be seen mutilating a 
child during a Satanic ritual in an online 
video code-named "Frazzledrip", with the 
hashtag “#Frazzledrip” continuing to be 

heavily shared online.  An article from 
Your News Wire (now NewsPunch) 
published on 15 April 2018 reported, 
for example, that the “horrific” video 
was found on the hard drive of a 
laptop belonging to Abedin’s husband, 
former Democratic congressman 
Anthony Weiner (who was jailed in 
2017 for sexting with a minor): ‘An 
“extreme snuff film” featuring Hillary 



 

 

Clinton and Huma Abedin raping and 
mutilating a prepubescent girl is 
circulating on the dark web, according 
to sources familiar with the material. 

The video, code named Frazzledrip, 
has been circulating on the dark web 
since Monday, according to reliable 
sources who have viewed the material 
and confirm the content is “worse than 
any nightmare.” 

“The people who are coming back from 
viewing this tape are just not the 
same.”. 

Many people are unable to watch the 
video due to the horrific nature of the 
content, according to sources familiar 
with the tape. 

In the video, they take a little girl and 
they fillet her face, according to reports, 
and then they take turns wearing the 
little girl’s face like a mask. It is believed 
they were terrorizing the young girl, 
deliberately causing the child’s body to 
release Adenochrome into her 
bloodstream before bleeding her out 
and drinking the blood during a Satanic 
ritual sacrifice.  

Adrenochrome is an oxidation product 
of adrenaline (ephinephrine, 
norepinephrine) that is extracted from a 
living donor’s adrenal gland. According 
to those familiar with the elites’ drug of 
choice, the high is “intense” and 
“exotic”.’ 
 
 

The article’s author, “Baxter Dmitry,” 
took his cues from social media posts 
featuring still images allegedly 
extracted from the mysterious 
“#Frazzledrip” video. One of the 
earliest such posts appeared on 
Facebook during the first week of April 
2018: 

However, the sepia-toned images 
came not from incriminating footage 
found in some dank corner of the 
dark web, but rather from a 
maniacally inscrutable YouTube 
video uploaded on April Fools Day 
2018. Moreover, the image 
purporting to show Huma Abedin 
wearing a mask made from the face  



 

 

of a mutilated child was actually taken from the website of a well-known 
“underground” Indian restaurant in Washington, DC, called Hush Supper Club. 
The masked woman is the restaurant’s proprietor, Geeta, who has 
been profiled in a number of national news venues.  



 

 

CLAIM: Anthony Weiner’s 
confiscated computer contained 
damning evidence against 
Hillary Clinton in a folder named 
‘Life insurance’ 
 
 
“The computer in question is 
considered to belong to [Abedin’s 
estranged husband Anthony] Weiner. 
Prior to obtaining the warrant, 
investigators saw enough of the emails 
to determine that they appeared 
pertinent to the previously completed 
investigation and that they may be 
emails not previously reviewed. Agents 
saw enough of the emails that they 
believed there could be classified 
information and that it warranted further 
inquiry, law enforcement sources told 
CNN. Because they didn’t have a 
warrant specific to Abedin’s emails, 
officials weren’t able to further examine 
them. Justice Department and FBI 
officials view Abedin as cooperative 
with the investigation.” Taking the 
statement that Abedin had ‘cooperated 
with the investigation’. Conspiracy 
theorists then claimed Abedin had 
made a deal with the FBI. In reality, she 
had simply allowed officers to examine 
her laptop as, as sources close to 
Abedin have stated, ‘she has nothing to 
hide’. Of the emails found on Weiner’s 
laptop relating to Hillary Clinton, none 
contained illegal or sexual content, but 
were held as evidence in the 
investigation for her having used a 
private, as opposed to a government, 

email account. The investigation was 
closed in November 2016, with it 
being ruled that Hillary had not 
committeed any offence and had not 
held a private account with any 
criminal intent.  

 

CLAIM:  Numerous police 
officers who saw content on 
Anthony Weiner’s computer 
have ‘suspiciously’ committed 
suicide 

 
This too, is false. In early 2019, the 
New York Police Department saw a 
higher number of suicides than usual. 
None of these officers, however, had 
worked on the investigation into 
Anthony Weiner having sent sexual 
messages to a 15-year-old girl.  
 
Sadly, police officers committing 
suicide is not uncommon in the United 
States, and the 2019 spike was not 
isolated to New York, but included 
many officers across the nation. In 
2019, 228 current or former officers 
died by suicide, compared with 172 in 
2018.  
 
The Police force and local agencies 
are now looking into ways to help 
better support Police officers, reduce 
stress, and support those with work-
related mental health problems.  
 



 

 

CLAIM: Hillary Clinton has refused to 
discuss Pizzagate and has remained 
silent 
 
This claim is also false. During a sold-
out conversation with Politics and Prose 
co-owner Lissa Muscatine at the 
Warner Theatre, Muscatine revealed 
that Clinton had been in touch to issue 
her support throughout the ordeal and 
had even offered to speak up on behalf 
of Comet Ping Pong at the time. When 
Clinton was First Lady, Muscatine had 
been her speechwriter. 
 
“This horrible chain of events happened 
here (Washington)” Clinton said. “This 
is a terrible example of what can be 
done by people who are malicious, 
unacquainted with the truth, and 
pursuing their own agendas, whether it 
be commercial advantage, partisan 

advantage, or any other goal. For 
those of you who don’t follow it or may 
not remember it; When John 
Podesta’s emails were stolen – I hate 
the word ‘hacked’, they were stolen by 
the Russians. They were then, 
through cut-outs, given to Wikileaks, 
which is nothing more than a tool of 
Putin and the Kremlin.  
 
“And certainly people associated with 
Trump knew about it because in 
August Roger Stone was tweeting 
about how John Podesta would find 
himself ‘in the barrel’ at some point 
ahead. So on October 7th – one of the 
more infamous days in the campaign, 
the day started with the director of 
Homeland Security, the secretary J. 
Johnson, the Director of National 
Intelligence Jim Clapper, saying that, 
with high confidence they knew the 



 

 

Russians had been the hacks – those 
thefts of emails. That happened in the 
morning. Then the Hollywood access 
tape broke a few hours later. And within 
one hour – such an amazing 
coincidence – Wikileaks dumped all of 
John podesta’s emails. 
 
“Now, if you read those emails, I think 
it’s embarrassing to admit, they are very 
anodyne, even boring. But because 
they were the were the way the 
Russians and their allies, whoever they 
turn out to be, were able to generate 
constant interest – for two factors 1. 
They sent the press on wild goose 
chases all over the place; ‘here comes 
a hundred more, ‘here comes a 
thousands more’, ‘oh my gosh’. 
 
“And then of course, the other was that 
they created the illusion of 
transparency.  
 
“If you think you’re getting something 
from behind the screen, maybe it’s 
more legitimate, even though you’re 
being played by a bunch of Russians. 
And the psychology of it was brilliant – 
and of course it’s something from the 
Russian propaganda efforts, something 
called active measures, which they’ve 
used in many other settings, not just in 
our election.  Well you can only go so 
far with – read these emails and debate 
about what to do when and who says 
what and all of that; so they had to be 
weaponized. They had to have 
elements plucked out and perverted in a 
way that would be hard to imagine and 

then sent back out into the cyber 
virtual world. So in one of the emails 
John Podesta’s talking about pizza.   
 
“He’s Italian and Greek, you know, 
and a very good cook. His risotto 
recipe is still there [in the emails] if you 
want to see it. And I’m sure there’s 
something very nefarious about that 
risotto recipe. So all of a sudden 
John’s writing about pizza, and one of 
these really – I consider – evil people 
in the media world and in the online 
world, out of whole cloth make up this 
story that John Podesta and I are 
running a child trafficking ring in the 
basement of the Comet Pizza parlor.  
 
“There is no basement. Now you 
would think people would be laughing 
like crazy and shaking their heads. But 
if you migrate that crazy story to 
Facebook posts, to news outlets, there 
are people who will believe that – 
including this very unfortunate man in 
North Carolina, who believed it. It was 
meant to be believed to influence 
voting. “Even I have to say I don’t 
believe it was meant to be believed to 
influence someone to pick up an AR-
15 and drive from North Carolina to 
Washington to liberate the imaginary 
children from the imaginary basement 
of the pizza parlor. But in came this 
young man believing that he was on a 
mission because he saw it on 
Facebook.  
 
“He saw it on ‘quote’ news outlets. 
And so he was there on a mission of 



 

 

rescue. People could’ve gotten killed. He shot his automatic weapon off inside this 
pizza parlor. The street where Politics and Prose is was shut down. It was an 
active crime scene – because people who care more about weaponizing 
information, making negative stories up, than the truth, than facts or even public 
safety – and certainly any concern about children, which was non existent.  
They we determined to stimulate, to propagate the attitudes that would grab some 
people in some states, some congressional districts, some towns and counties so 
that they would be saying ‘well gosh, if Hillary Clinton and her campaign Chairman 
are doing something like that, they should go to jail. I can’t vote for that’.   
 
“That’s the worst example, but there are so many other examples that were the 
same pattern, from stealing to giving to Wikileaks, to propagating, to weaponizing 
into somebody’s Google chain, into somebody’s Facebook post; and I think it’s one 
of the most serious challenges we face, not just at the presidential level but up and 
down.  
 
“If we don’t a handle on information that is not just controversial and protected by 
the First Amendment, but aimed at spreading lies to the extent that they can cause 
behavior like we saw in this terrible instance, it will not stop… Twitter and 
Facebook are the very first vehicles to deliver this kind of information to people.” 



 

 

In 2018 Reddit finally banned Qanon 
accounts from its site, following various 
terrorist attacks whose perpetrators had 
stated that they had been influenced by 
Qanon posts or who had used Reddit to 
post their own extreme threads and 
beliefs.  
 
The company banned 18 QAnon 
subreddits, the largest of which had 
more than 70,000 members. 
 
Social media bans are often difficult to 
maintain, but Reddit’s move was 
uncommonly effective. Today, QAnon 
remains unwelcome on Reddit, with the 
few subreddits that address it dedicated 
to either debunking the theory 
or providing support to people who 
have lost friends and family members to 
QAnon. 
 
Q went briefly silent in 2019 when 
8chan was forced offline in the wake of 
the El Paso massacre, but re-emerged 
on the new site founded by 8chan’s 
owners, 8kun. 
 
Interest in Qanon has spiked during the 
Coronavirus pandemic – presumably 
due to furloughed or quarantined 
individuals having more time to spend 
online. A maelstrom of anti-vaxxer 
conspiracies and conspiracies 
regarding the Coronavirus itself have 
further compounded the trend.  
 
The uptick in searches for such terms 
on Google and other platforms started 
around 13th March, 2000, when 

businesses in the US and 
subsequently in the UK started 
closing, and hit new peaks just a few 
days later on around the 17th, 
depending on the platform. Searches 
for WWG1WA had another peak 
around the beginning of June.  
 
On Wikipedia, data tracking page 
views for “QAnon” and 
“adrenochrome” show nearly identical 
trends. 
 
According to Wikipedia’s Pageview 
Analysis tool, views of the QAnon 
Wikipedia page started climbing on 
March 13, hitting 19,518 views in a 
day before reaching new peaks on 
March 18th and April 2nd of roughly 
65,000. Since that climb, views of the 
page haven’t dipped below 37,000 
views—six times the previous average 
2020 average of 6,000 daily views. 
 
Adrenochrome page views on 
Wikipedia present an even more 
dramatic version of the same pattern. 
While daily views almost never went 
above 2,000 prior to March 13th, they 
skyrocketed around March 17th, 
hitting a new peak of over 56,000.  
 
Another dramatic peak of 77,888 
came on April 5th - almost 40 times the 
average page views before the 
coronavirus broadly hit the US. 
 
It’s unclear what generated a second, 
smaller spike in QAnon related 
searches at the end of May, however 



 

 

it could be the result of Q followers 
believing that George Floyd’s murder at 
the hands of the police was a false flag. 
 
A Mother Jones analysis of nearly 
500,000 tweets posted across one 
week in April found that the average 
number of tweets per day using the 
hashtag #QAnon increased by 160 
percent as compared to the averages 
compiled over six months of 2019 by 
the Twitter user @conspirator0 (Twitter 
later limited searches of posts on its 
platform, making other comparisons 
difficult.)  
 
The highest daily number of QAnon 
tweets documented by the account in 
2019 was 75,349. After the onset of the 
US’s coronavirus crisis, that figure 
nearly doubled, reaching a high of 147, 
748 tweets on April 4th, 2020. 
 
As these theories reach new audiences, 
Travis View, an independent conspiracy 
theory researcher who hosts the 
podcast QAnon Anonymous, says 
there’s been an uptick in the number of 
people coming to him to express 
concern about loved ones falling down 
the QAnon rabbit hole. “It was once or 
twice a month. Now in there are people 
in my [Twitter] DMs two or three times a 
week,” View says.  
 
By June 2020, the conspiracy theory 
found renewed popularity on newcomer 
platform TikTok, where videos tagged 
#Pizzagate were reaching almost 80 
million views. 

TikTok posts with the #PizzaGate 
hashtag have been viewed more than 
82 million times in recent months. 
Google searches for PizzaGate have 
also skyrocketed. 
 
In the first week of June, comments, 
likes and shares of PizzaGate also 
spiked to more than 800,000 on 
Facebook and nearly 600,000 on 
Instagram, according to data from 
CrowdTangle, a Facebook-owned tool 
for analyzing social interactions. That 
compares with 512,000 interactions 
on Facebook and 93,000 on 
Instagram during the first week of 
December 2016.  
 
From the start of 2017 through 
January this year, the average number 
of weekly PizzaGate mentions, likes 
and shares on Facebook and 
Instagram was under 20,000, 
according to The Times’s analysis. 
 
In light of the public’s shift of focus 
from politicians to celebrities – mainly 
due to the Epstein and Weinstein 
scandals – Qanon and other 
supporters of the conspiracy theory 
have now mimicked that focus, 
accusing endless celebrities of being 
paedophiles linked to Pizzagate, 
including – most recently – Justin 
Beiber  
 
Qanon’s most recent lie is that Tom 
Hanks, Ellen Degeneres, Oprah 
Winfrey, and other well-known 
celebrities (all conveniently who have 



 

 

been openly critical of Trump) were 
under house arrest in relation to a 
paedophile ring sting. This was also 
quickly debunked, yet this hasn’t 
stopped hundreds of thousands still 
(even today) sharing the claim on social 
media as fact.  
 
Following on from Pizzagate, Qanon 
supporters began peddling ‘Donutgate’, 
with bizarre Satanic paedophile ring 
theories centered on the quirky popular 
Portland outlet Voodoo Doughnut 
 
Voodoo Doughnut is an 
independent doughnut shop based 
in Portland, Oregon, known for its 
eclectic decor, and pink boxes featuring 
the company logo and illustrations of 
voodoo priests.  
 
In 2018, proponents of the Pizzagate 
conspiracy theory began claiming that 
Voodoo Doughnut was linked to child 
sexual abuse. Allegations were leveled 
at several businesses by right-wing 
online conspiracy theorists, most 
notably by harassing Voodoo Doughnut 
and Toronto-based Canadian ice cream 
chain "Sweet Jesus Ice Cream".  
Police investigations found the 
accusations to be baseless. 
However, the conspiracy surrounding 
Voodoo Doughnut continues to gain 
traction on social media to this day.  
 
At the time of writing this report, another 
company has been drawn into the 
Qanon-driven conspiracy, with the 
online retailer Wayfair having to publicly 

respond to a new conspiracy theory 
trending on Twitter that alleges the 
company is using its storage cabinets 
to ship children to sex traffickers. The 
company confirmed to reporters and 
Poynter’s MediaWise that the rumors 
are not true. 
As with Pizzagate, the Wayfair 
conspiracy theory originated on Reddit 
and has since been embellished by 
Qanon supporters to include other 
businesses such as Amazon. 
 
Also on the day of publication, Roger 
Stone – a key proponent of the 
Clinton/paedophilia accusations and 
Pizzagate conspiracy – had his prison 
sentence commuted by President 
Donald Trump. Stone had been 
convicted on several felonies, 
including providing false information to 
the FBI. 
 
In what must have been a big shock to 
Qanon supporters, Vice President 
Mike Pence dismissed the Qanon 
conspiracy theory in August 2020. 
Appearing on CNN's "New Day" 
Friday, Pence told CNN's John 
Berman that he doesn't "know 
anything" about the conspiracy group 
that's been deemed a potential 
domestic terrorist threat or about the 
people involved. 
"Honestly, John, I don't know anything 
about that. I have heard about it. We 
dismiss conspiracy theories around 
here out of hand." 
 
Dealing a further blow to Qanon 



 

 

supporter’s claim that the leaders of the 
Republican Party, and the inner circle of 
President Trump’s team, are ‘on their 
side’, Republican House Minority leader  
Kevin McCarthy told Fox News ‘there is 
no place for Qanon in the Republican 
Party’.  
 
On January 25th, 2019, Comet Ping 
Pong suffered an arson attack when a 
fire was started in one of its backrooms. 
Employees quickly extinguished the 
blaze and nobody was injured. 
 
Following Pizzagate being debunked, 
Alex Jones issued the following 
apology:  
 
“To my knowledge today, neither Mr. 
Alefantis, nor his restaurant Comet Ping 
Pong, were involved in any human 
trafficking, as was part of the theories 
about Pizzagate that were being written 
about in many media outlets and which 
we commented upon,” Mr. Jones said.  
 
“We apologize to the extent our 
commentaries could be construed as 
negative statements about Mr. Alefantis 
or Comet Ping Pong, and we hope that 
anyone else involved in commenting on 
Pizzagate will do the same thing.” 
 
Alex Jones has since been banned 
from Twitter after his lies were proven 
to have influenced numerous attacks 
and defamation, including numerous 
death threats being sent to the grieving 
relatives of victims of the Sandy Hook 
Massacre. 



 

 

13. FIGHTING FAKE NEWS 



 

 

Using the tools for modelling the spread 
of infectious disease, cyber-risk 
researchers at Stanford Engineering are 
analyzing the spread of fake news 
much as if it were a strain of Ebola. “We 
want to find the most effective way to 
cut the transmission chains, correct the 
information if possible and educate the 
most vulnerable targets,” says Elisabeth 
Paté-Cornell, a professor of 
management science and engineering. 
She has long specialized in risk 
analysis and cybersecurity and is 
overseeing the research in collaboration 
with Travis I. Trammell, a doctoral 
candidate at Stanford.  
 
Researchers have adapted a model for 
understanding diseases that can infect 
a person more than once. It looks at 
how many people are “susceptible” to 
the disease – or in this case, likely to 
believe a piece of fake news. It also 

looks at how many have been 
exposed to it, and how many are 
actually “infected” and believe the 
story; and how many people are likely 
to spread a piece of fake news. Much 
like a virus, the researchers say that 
over time being exposed to multiple 
strains of fake news can wear down a 
person’s resistance and make them 
increasingly susceptible. The more 
times a person is exposed to a piece 
of fake news, especially if it comes 
from an influential source, the more 
likely they are to become persuaded 
or infected. 

The so-called “power law'” of social 
media, a well-documented pattern in 
social networks, holds that messages 
replicate most rapidly if they are 
targeted at relatively small numbers of 
influential people with large followings. 



 

 

Researchers are also looking at the 
relative effectiveness of trolls versus 
bots. Trammell says bots, which are 
automated programs that masquerade 
as people, tend to be particularly good 
for spreading massive numbers of 
highly emotional messages with little 
informational content. Think here of a 
message with the image of Hillary 
Clinton behind bars and the words 
“Lock Her Up!” That kind of message 
will spread rapidly within the echo 
chambers populated by those who 
already agree with the basic sentiment. 
Bots have considerable power to 
inflame people who are already like-
minded, though they can be easier to 
detect and block than trolls. By contrast, 
trolls are typically real people who 
spread provocative stories and memes. 
Trolls can be better at persuading 
people who are less convinced and 
want more information. 
 
Paté-Cornell and Trammell say there is 
considerable evidence that the elderly, 
the young and the lesser educated are 
particularly susceptible to fake news. 
But in the broadest sense it is partisans 
at the political extremes, whether liberal 
or conservative, who are most like to 
believe a false story in part because of 
confirmation bias – the tendency in all 
of us to believe stories that reinforce our 
convictions – and the stronger those 
convictions, the more powerfully the 
person feels the pull of confirmation 
bias. Paté-Cornell and Trammell say 
that, much like ordinary crime, 
disinformation will never disappear. But 

by learning how it is propagated 
through social media, the researchers 
say it’s possible to fight back. Social 
media platforms could become much 
quicker at spotting suspect content. 
They could then attach warnings – a 
form of inoculation – or they could 
quarantine more of it. 

The challenge, they say, is that 
protection has costs – financial costs 
as well as reduced convenience and 
limitations on free expression. Paté-
Cornell says the dangers of fake news 
should be analyzed as a strategic 
management risk similar to how we 
have traditionally analyzed the risks 
posed by cyberattacks aimed at 
disabling critical infrastructure. “It’s an 
issue of how we can best manage our 
resources in order to minimize the 
risk,” she says. “How much are you 
willing to spend, and what level of risk 
are we willing to accept?” 

Fake news is already a national 
security issue. But Paté-Cornell and 
Trammell predict that artificial 
intelligence will turbocharge fake news 
in the years ahead. AI will make it 
much easier to target people with fake 
news or deep-fake videos – videos 
that appear real but have been 
fabricated in whole or in part – that are 
finely tailored to what a susceptible 
viewer is likely to accept and perhaps 
spread. AI could also make it easy to 
create armies of more influential bots 
that appear to share a target’s social 
background, hometown, personal 



 

 

interests or religious beliefs. Such kinds 
of hyper-targeting would make the 
messages much more persuasive. AI 
also shows great potential to counter 
this scourge by identifying fake content 
in all forms, but only time will tell who 
prevails in this new age arms race. 
 
It is, it seems, a race that Russia is 
currently winning, with social media 
platforms failing in their duty to both 
protect the public from fake news or 
protect individual users from 
subsequent attacks resulting from false 
libel, defamation and conspiracy 
theories orchestrated by Russia and 
pushed into common thought via bots, 
paid social media influencers, and fake 
news sites. 
 
In recent months, Russian intelligence 
services have been spreading 
disinformation about the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to newly 
declassified intelligence, material that 
demonstrates how Moscow is 
continuing to try to influence Americans 
as the election draws closer. 
 
Russian military intelligence, known as 
the G.R.U., has used its ties with a 
Russian government information center, 
InfoRos, and other websites to push out 
English-language disinformation and 
propaganda about the pandemic, such 
as amplifying false Chinese arguments 
that the virus was created by the United 
States military and articles that said 
Russia’s medical assistance could bring 
a new détente with Washington. 

As well as having deviously interfered 
in American democracy in 2016, upon 
the release of the Russia Report, 
President Putin and the Kremlin were 
found to be engaged in a ruthless and 
complex campaign to manipulate and 
control democracy in the United 
Kingdom, most notably by leaking 
documents to try to influence the 
election of Jeremy Corbyn in the 2019 
General Election, and attempting to 
influence the outcome of the Scottish 
Referendum.  
 
Pizzagate is just one example of how 
– with the help of Russia – social 
media is being used to distort and 
manipulate public thought, and even 
leading to radicalizing and paranoia 
beneficial to the West’s enemies.  
 
In the recently release Russia Report, 
he UK is noted as ‘clearly a target for 
Russia’s disinformation campaigns’.  
 
The report also describes Russia as a 
highly capable cyber actor (para13)*, 
a hostile State (para 33) that is 
targeting the UK with campaigns to 
undermine our democratic discourse 
by either promoting its own agendas, 
or simply by sowing confusion. It is 
covertly using online methods, 
including on social media platforms, to 
spread false, distracting and distorting 
narratives (para 31). Specific tactics 
include bots and trolls, and the use of 
State-owned international media (para 
28) that typically generate high levels 
of influence, with social media posts 



 

 

attaining a high reach. The report highlighted the danger that social media 
platforms and conspiracy theories/fake news poses (para 35). It says sites such as 
Twitter and Facebook “hold the key” and are “failing to play their part.” It calls on 
the government to “establish a protocol to ensure they take covert hostile use of 
their platforms seriously and have clear timescales within which they commit to 
removing such material”. 
 
The mechanisms put in place by the platforms to identify what they call ‘false news’ 
are inappropriate for this task. They rely on a pedantic fact-checking exercise, 
whereas hostile States seeking to disrupt our democracy use highly sophisticated 
techniques that would fall straight through that net.  For example, they involve 
dropping pieces of information into a text that appears otherwise to be legitimate. 



 

 

14. CONCLUSION 



 

 

Whilst child trafficking is a serious 
problem, a vast amount of time, 
resources, and energy, is being wasted 
on baseless conspiracy theories such as 
Pizzagate and its offshoots, such as 
Qanon. This greatly contributes to much-
needed focus on investigating, exposing, 
and convicting genuine paedophiles and 
organized trafficking rings being diverted 
to fruitless online hoaxes, which often in 
themselves create more victims. 

This investigation has established that 
the core claims made in Pizzagate and 
its numerous evolved forms, have no 
basis in fact – overwhelmingly relying on 
politically-motivated ‘fake news’, 
fabricated content, and disinformation 
shared for a number of reasons; most 
notably personal financial gain and the 
furthering of political agendas.  

A general distrust in the fairness and 
impartiality of the main stream media 
has also been found to be a motivator in 
vast members of the public turning to 
online, unreliable and often 
unaccountable sources, A government 
inquiry into partisan news coverage and 
into bodies responsible for ensuring 
impartiality and accurate reporting from 
news organisations, might significantly 
help in resolving this problem.  

This investigation has also established 
reasonable grounds to believe that 
online conspiracy theories and 
movements such as Qanon - while not 
always instigated by political agents - 
are overwhelmingly promoted by political 

agitators, both foreign and domestic; 
most notably during important elections. 

This investigation has concluded that an 
inquiry into the political motives and 
influence held by the company 
WikiLeaks, is also urgently required, with 
particular emphasis on its connections 
with Russia and members of the 
Republican Party, most notably Roger 
Stone and Jerome Corsi, whom 
evidence suggests are partly responsible 
for the pioneering and promotion of 
Pizzagate and other politically-charged 
conspiracy theories to manipulate voters 
and influence election results.  

The complex falsehoods contained 
within the ideology of the Qanon 
movement in particular, has proven itself 
to not only directly influence acts of 
terrorism and violence and the ongoing 
erosion of society, but continue to 
negatively impact on its supporter’s 
overall mental health, with hundreds of 
former followers now daily joining 
dedicated victim support groups focusing 
on deradicalization and counter-
brainwashing support.  

This investigation has found that not only 
is this psychological threat being 
woefully underestimated by government 
agencies, if even acknowledged at all, 
but that the seemingly uncontrollable 
spread of online fake news and, in 
particular, intentionally libelous 
conspiracy theories, is significantly 
contributing to the undermining of 
democracy and the easy manipulation of 



 

 

western politics by foreign powers, most 
notably Russia.    

To this end, it is fair to say that social 
media platforms such as Twitter and 
Facebook are dangerously failing in their 
duty to both stem and remove fake news 
and to protect their users from either 
becoming manipulated by fabricated 
content, or subjected to serious forms of 
targeted abuse based on such content.  

This investigation found that Twitter in 
particular was failing to control such 
abuse and allowing victims to find 
themselves in a situation of 
helplessness when confronted by 
inadequate reporting mechanisms that 
heavily rely on artificial, non-human-
controlled software,  processes, and 
algorithms, and a complete absence of 
an effective customer service/complaints 
system that includes email 
correspondence and human-to-human 
communication to support victims.  

This report also establishes the 
requirement for a further investigation by 
legal authorities, including the FBI, into 
the various laws broken by pioneers and 
promoters of Qanon, most notably 
regarding potential fraud and the illegal 
impersonation of government officials. 
Pressure must also be placed on the 
owners of platforms such as 8Kun and 
4Chan to prevent their apparent 
compliance in facilitating such illegal 
activity, particularly platforms that allow 
users to hide behind anonymity. With the 
rapid growth of internet users and 

cultural developments evermore reliant 
on online information, flaws in the 
education system in ‘keeping up with the 
times’ has become apparent, with the 
teaching of how to disseminate fake 
news and to apply logic, critical, and 
analytical thinking, a vital yet missing 
aspect from the national curriculum.  

The outdated attitude generally held by 
government officials that fake news is 
‘best ignored for fear of giving it a false 
sense of validity’, is also not only 
ineffective, but is directly contributing to 
the growth of conspiracy theories and 
fake news.  

This investigation has also highlighted 
how natural, common human 
psychological traits play a significant 
part in the – most often inadvertent – 
spreading of influential fake news 
narratives and politically-motivated 
conspiracy theories intended to cause 
damage to both individual political 
targets and western hierarchical 
structures.  

A portion of responsibility must also be 
laid at the feet of the users of social 
media themselves. Yet this – in a 
modern society centered around quickly-
digestible news sources and online 
information – must also be weighed up 
against various other contributing factors 
that diminish an individual’s personal 
control and responsibility. After being 
unwittingly subjected to a barrage of 
online disinformation, misinformation, 
and carefully constructed orchestrated 



 

 

conspiracy theories that are not in fact presented as mere ‘theories’ but misleadingly 
as fervent truths, individuals swiftly find themselves manipulated into fanaticism, and 
more must be done, through a collaboration between governments and social media 
giants, to prevent this at its early inception.  

Governments must also consider imposing and enforcing regulations on social 
media companies to ensure the removal of ‘bots’ and fake accounts from their 
platforms – often covered-up by such companies in an effort to protect share prices 
and company reputations, placing financial gain above the protection of the public 
and society in general.  

This report has also found that radical ideologies resulting from Qanon’s online 
influence often leads to followers displaying traits worrying similar to those 
associated with cult members, whereby such members are systematically, through 
the promotion of paranoia and control, are coerced into rejecting factual information 
in favor of confirmation bias – a cognitive bias that results from the human tendency 
to only seek out information that does not contradict the adopted ideology, and to 
process and analyze this information in such a way that it supports one’s preexisting 
ideas and convictions, or rather those decreed as being ‘gospel’ by the pioneers of 
such belief systems and false narratives. Due to this being a typical human trait 
(albeit severely amplified by online content such as manipulative posts by Qanon), 
this pattern is highly unlikely to change without hands-on intervention by 
governments and social media companies.  



 

 

 


